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The Seed Is the Word 


CTOBER 6, 1936, marked the four hundredth 
anniversary of the martyrdom of William 
Tyndale. The first edition of his New Testa- 

ment, appearing eleven years before his death, was 
the first volume of Scripture to be printed in Eng- 
lish. His entire work was done on the continent of 
Europe, where he was forced to move from place to 
place to avoid seizure by representatives of the king 
and church of his own native land. He was finally 
apprehended, imprisoned, and after a year and a 
half of confinement was strangled and burned for 
his persistence in giving the Word of God to the 
people of England in their own tongue. 

Tyndale’s work was truly fundamental. “Later 

editors of the English Bible,” says Professor Good- 
speed in his The Making of the English New Testa- 
ment, “steadily followed his version as far as they 
possessed it, and his work colors the New Testa- 
ments of Coverdale (1535), Rogers (1537), Taverner 
and the Great Bible (1539), the Geneva Bible (1560), 
the Bishops’ Bible (1568), and King James (1611). 
None of these is more than a revision of Tyndale, 
and his stamp remains on the modern fevisions of 
1881 and 1901. To the familiar forms of the English 
New Testament Tyndale has contributed not only 
more than any other man, but more than all others 
combined. He has shaped the religious vocabulary 
of the English-speaking world.” 
_ At this time, it will be of interest to us to read some 
items from the 120th annual report of the American 
Bible Society, one of the agencies through which 
our Church works in spreading the light of God’s 
Word throughout the world. 

There were distributed by the American Bible 
Society in 1935, at home and abroad, a total of 
7223,550 volumes of Scriptures, of which 299,414 
were Bibles, 447,522 Testaments, and 6,476,614 
Portions. These figures tell a story of their own. 
While the number falls below that of the previous 
year, due to a decrease in the total circulated in the 
United States, there is reason for rejoicing, especially 
m the increase in the total number of volumes dis- 
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tributed in foreign lands. The distribution in the 
United States included 182,881 Bibles, 285,563 Testa- 
ments, 2,483,188 Gospels and other Portions—a total 
of 2,951,632 copies. The distribution abroad con- 
sisted of 116,533 Bibles, 161,959 Testaments, and 
3,993,426 Gospels and other Portions—a total. of 
4,271,918 volumes. 

The year’s. work brings the grand total of 
volumes of Scripture distributed by the Society 
during its 120 years of service to 268,588,636 
volumes. 


LANGUAGES 


To supply the printed Word to every man in his 
own tongue, what a glorious achievement! Much 
has been accomplished toward this end, but there is 
more to be done before this goal is reached. 

During the year, the Society distributed the 
Scriptures in 132 languages and dialects and in an 
additional 25 characters of different languages, in- 
cluding the different systems in use among the 
Blind. It is an interesting fact that over one hundred 
languages were used in the United States as well as 
in foreign lands. 

The important work of translation has been going 
on steadily, and the Bible or some part of it has now 
been printed in 972 languages and dialects—an in- 
crease of 18 since the end of 1934. The complete 
Bible is in 175 languages, the New Testament in an 
additional 208, portions consisting of at least one 
complete book in 514 more, and selections of 
Scripture, less than a complete book, in still 75 more 


languages. 


A TRaAINinc ScHoot, Not A Prison 


In Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, Rich- 
mond, Virginia, there is an active Bible Class, com- 
posed of over a hundred members, which has become 
intensely interested in the boys at an industrial 
school near by. There are 275 boys in this school. 
A volunteer teaching staff of fifty-five men takes 
turns, eight going together every Sunday afternoon 













644 THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 


to teach Sunday school. It is more than just study- 
ing the Sunday-school lessons; it is building charac- 
ter, self-reliance, and really fitting the boys for a 
useful life. The state has a regular course in voca- 
tional training, and classes through the eighth grade 
are held daily. The state makes it very emphatic, that 
it is not a prison, but a training school to help boys 
find the right mode of living. 

Dr. Jas. A. Alexander, who is chairman of the 
Boys’ Work Committee of the class, comes into the 
Bible Society’s office every month and places an 
order for Bibles, which are given to the boys when 
they are paroled. The individual’s name is stamped 
in gold on the cover. “How to use the Bible” is 
pasted inside, and in each Bible a pledge is written 
and signed by the boys to read the Book daily. 

The boys are not sent out and forgotten. Twenty- 
five hundred Rotarians have pledged themselves to 
be big brothers to them when they come into their 
particular locality, and to encourage them in right 
living in every way possible. 

They are not paroled until some relative comes for 
them, or a suitable home is found for them. One lad 
was homesick, and wanted to leave, but had no place 
to go. Dr. Alexander told him to pray that some one 
would come for him. He said, “I don’t hardly know 
how to pray.” He was told to get down on his knees 
every night, and God would see him, know what was 
in his heart, even if he didn’t say a word. At the 
end of two weeks, a grown brother came for him 
and took him home, g reformed, well-mannered little 
man. Often twenty-five or more boys come into 
the Grace Covenant Church to services, escorted by 
some of the teachers. They are attentive, and their 
behavior is perfect. A deep feeling of comradeship 
grows up between the men who teach and the boys; 
and it is equally good for both. 

In 1935, 225 Bibles were paid for by the Men’s 
Bible Class and presented to the boys. What a con- 
structive piece of work, and what a fine example 
for other Bible Classes to follow! 


“IT Was In Prison AND YE CAME” 


From behind the gray walls of San Quentin, where 
six thousand men are incarcerated, comes most- 
heartening news concerning the Kingdom. The 
Federated Protestant Church, with nearly one thou- 
sand members, has been greatly aided by the Amer- 
can Bible Society in providing much-needed Scrip- 
tures to those inmates who expressed a desire for 
them. The grant of a special pulpit Bible, and its 
dedication, was a high occasion during the year. 
The special dedicatory service was most worship- 
fully carried out by inmates and the director of 
religious activities, with the Bible Secretary as the 
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speaker. A portion of the December report to the 
warden by the prison director of religious activities 
read, “The Bible is the most extensively and inten- 
sively read book in the prison. It is really surprising 
to me at times how many men in the prison find 
consolation and spiritual help from reading the 
Bible.” 

An East Indian, taunted into rage through racial 
antagonism by an Anglo-American, struck one blow 
—a fatal one—and was branded as a murderer. Too 
many extenuating circumstances were shown for the 
sentence to be “death.” It was life imprisonment— 
more than the bitterness of death. A friend from 
one of the churches, sick at heart, wrote to him, “I 
grieve for you. I know the cause. You had to lose 
your temper, and I’m ashamed of my people. My 
words could not comfort you—these which I in- 
close must be your comfort.” The inclosure was 
the New Testament. 

No word was heard from him for months. Then 
from the chaplain of the prison came a letter: 
“Prisoner No.— was this morning baptized. I have 
never seen a clearer evidence of a changed life. He 
asked me to send you this message: ‘No human word 
could have reached me. None was spoken; for I 
would not listen. But, in the silence of my cell— 
alone—God spoke to me through the book you sent. 
I have found Him, and life is new—even here.’ ” 

In California’s penitentiary was a Filipino boy con- 
demned to die. The visiting chaplain found that his 
knowledge of English was limited, and so from the 
San Francisco Depository of the American Bible 
Society he secured a New Testament in Ilocano. 
This Filipino boy read his New Testament almost 
continuously, and from it he learned how to live and 
how to die. Shortly before the death march to the 
gallows, he said to the chaplain, “I have sinned 
terribly; but I am not afraid to die, because Jesus 
has taken my guilt away. That is what this book 
tells me.” 


Lusa LuLUA 


Turning westward to the Belgian Congo in cen- 
tral Africa, one comes to the region where a mission 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., is working. In 
1927, the Society took over the publishing of the 
Scriptures in Luba Lulua from the missionaries and 
the foreign board of that Church. Theretofore, the 
mission aided by its home Church, had printed the 
Scriptures which its members had translated. 

An edition of 6,210 Bibles was donated by the So- 
ciety in 1928, at cost to it of $15,138.65 for compost- 
tion, proofreading, plates, and publishing. 

Correspondence with the missionaries during 
1934 disclosed the fact that economic conditions 
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were so difficult for the people that even the low 
price placed on the Luba Lulua Scriptures was be- 
yond them. Authorization was readily given the 
mission by the Society to name prices within the 
ability of the people to meet them. 

During 1935, 420 Bibles and 200 Testaments were 
sid. Mr. McMurray reports: 


“The American Bible Society very generously agreed to 
reduce the price of our Luba Lulua from twenty to ten francs 
2 COpy, in order to meet the reduced circumstances of our 

ople so affected by the depression. We have noticed since 
then a marked increase in the number of Bibles and Testa- 
ments purchased, and are thankful that a new impetus. has 
thus been placed upon the sale and distribution of God’s 
Word. 

“As to the Kasai* natives advance in wisdom from year to 
year, we find their knowledge of the Scriptures to be com- 
mensurate with their mental progress. In all large centers it 
is now extraordinary to find a young man totally unable to 
rad. And their largest and best store of information as well 
ss inspiration is the Bible. Among the school pupils and 
those best informed among our leaders it is encouraging to 
se how eager they are to be accurate about Biblical facts. 
The missionary has to be extremely careful now in his 
preaching and teaching lest some native catch him in a 
mistake. 

“Our people have remarkable memories, and most of our 
younger Christians can recite long portions of Scripture, 
which might easily be too big a task for their American 
brothers and sisters. A different portion of Scripture is 
required as memory work for each grade in school, and by 


*Kasai is the name of this people among whom we work—a 
general term for everyone within our mission area. 
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the time the pupil graduates he has learned many pages of 
the Word by heart. 

“One of the most significant uses of our Luba Lulua Bible 
since its appearance in 1927 has been the unexpected in- 
fluence it has had over certain white people within our 
mission area. There have been European traders among us, 
not versed in French or English, but with a knowledge of 
the native language, who have found their first real introduc- 
tion to the Way of Life in the pages of the Luba Lulua Bible, 
carried to them often by the natives themselves.” 





Our Year Book of Prayer Made Alive 


Te Year Book of Prayer can be dry as dust or it can 
be interesting, inspiring, and full of life, according to 
__ the way it is used. Lists of names don’t look particularly 
teresting, taken by themselves. For example, we find that 
today we are supposed to pray for Reverend So-and-So in a 
mall hamlet in a western state. We never saw him—he is 
only a name in a book. It is a bore to try to pray for names 
like that! We decide that the Year Book will be nothing 
but a bother and a drag on our devotions. We'll simply 
let it alone! 

We are forgetting to use one of the priceless heritages of 
ou human nature, imagination. Imagination, given us to 
‘bring down the choirs of singing angels,” as Mrs. Browning 
wrote, The power of a consecrated imagination may achieve 
wonders. Let us see what it can do in this case. 

We Notice that our unknown minister is located in a 
‘rain western state. We try to recall our scant geo- 
graphical knowledge of that particular section. At least we 

ow that severe cold weather is often experienced in the 
"gion during the winter months. We look farther, and we 
e that he has several parishes under his charge. So alone 

ems, and so great his responsibility! We think of him 


ving cold miles to his preaching points, we see him 


visiting in the homes of his rural parishioners—criticized, it 
may be, because he can’t get around to them all. Perhaps 
his wife and children are saying, “Dad’s name is in the 
Year Book of Prayer for today!” 

Then we feel ourselves belonging to a great company 
numbering hundreds or thousands who are praying for 
Reverend So-and-So today. These praying ones are scattered 
over our country from New England to California and from 
Washington to Florida. Not only so, but there are scores 
of others in Persia, India, China, Japan. Doubtless some of 
these are “Nationals” praying for Mr. So-and-So in one of 
our western states! Some are children bowing in family 
devotions while father or mother leads in prayer for their 
fellow-worker. And suddenly we realize that we are deeply 
grateful that we may be numbered in this noble company, 
and we too breathe our little prayer, going up with other 

rayers of saints for our brother in the west. 

What shall we ask for? Shall we simply say, “God bless 
Mr. So-and-So,” and let it go at that? Again let imagination 
come to the rescue of our lazy thought. 

We see that Mr. So-and-So is a lone worker. There is no 
one to preach inspiring sermons to him. How he needs to 
be nourished with spiritual food that he in turn may feed 
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the sheep! So we pray that he may be blessed in his inner 
life—and his wife, too. Then we realize how among his 
eople there are probably touchy folk—church members 
hard to get along with. Perhaps he has his own sharp 
corners! We pray that he may have tact and sense. To- 
morrow will bring another name for us to think about, and 
the next day another, so we, with our limitations, cannot 
constantly bear Mr. So-and-So in our mind and heart. But 
God can, and we ask that our little prayer may last a year. 


We turn to the opposite page, and here, instead of a lone 
worker, we find four or five, or seven or eight missionaries 
listed, also churches, Sunday schools, a hospital, and Na- 
tionals. We are glad to see that figure representing the 
number of our brothers and sisters in the faith, of another 
race than ours, actively engaged in the work of extending 
the Kingdom. 


On this page we find something which looks very com- 
monplace but which proves to be illuminative—dates. Here 
is the name of one who went out in 1895, and his wife in 
1898. These are veterans in the service! We see that he is 
the president of a theological school, that his wife does 
“work among women.” What a mighty stream of healthful 
influence must be flowing from the lives of these two, now 
well along in middle age! And here, in a hospital, is a 
doctor, and his wife is a nurse, and they went out ten years 
ago. In the prime of life they are ministering to physical 
and spiritual needs. Here is Miss Blank, who went out only 
last year. Her work is put down as “language study.” Is she 
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sometimes homesick? Is it easy to master Chinese or Japa- 
nese, or any other oriental language? 

When we have scanned all the names, perhaps we count 
them and find seven or eight in one station. Rather closely 
bound together we suppose the members of this little group 
to be, both because of their common task and because they 
are only a few Americans surrounded by those of other 
races and traditions and outlook. But Christians are human, 
even missionaries! Supposedly missionaries are persons of 
thought and vision, and the thoughts and visions of one 
may not always mesh with the plans of another. Is it always 
easy for the members of a small, isolated group to get along 
peacefully together? Is there a hint here of a rather unex- 
pected turn to our prayers? 

This business of praying for our fellow workers ties us 
right back to the times of the apostles. We love to read the 
names in Paul’s letters, to see how the friendly greetings 
flashed back and forth between churches and individual 
workers. Our Book of Prayer may become to us a continu- 
ation of the New Testament. How little the apostles 
dreamed of a continent on the other side of a round earth 
and of Christians there uniting their prayers with all the 
rest! Yet how truly we are fulfilling their vision—the vision 
of our Master who told us to pray, “Thy Kingdom come,” 
and who bade us “love one another.” Join these two say- 
ings, and we have His benediction on our Year Book of 
Prayer. 

HELEN B. BRENEMAN. 


—Reprinted by permission of Women and Missions. 





“It Must Not Happen Again” 


Our cover shows a bronze memorial to war vet- 
erans, dedicated on Memorial Day, May 30, 1935, 
at Orange, Massachusetts. It shows us a World War 
veteran telling a boy the truth about the war in 
which he took part. The sculptor, Joseph P. Pollia 
of New York City, shows us no glorification of 
armaments and war equipment, but a strong and 
earnest portrayal of a thoughtful soldier who says: 
“We fought for our country and did our duty as 
we saw it, but—war must not happen again.” 

We give you some quotations gathered here and 
there to show you why “It must not happen again.” 

Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler tells what might have been 
done with the four hundred billions of dollars that it took 
to finance the last effort of mankind to destroy each other. 
“Every family in the United States, France, Great Britain, 
Canada, Belgium, Russia, Germany and Australia could have 
been given a $2,000 house, with $1,000 worth of furniture 
and a five acre plot of ground. Every city in all these 
countries of 20,000 and over could have been given a five 
million dollar library and a ten million dollar university. 
And with what was left, 125,000 teachers and 125,000 nurses 
could have been endowed for all time on interest from an 
endowment fund, and with the remainder it would be 
possible to purchase all of France and Belgium.” 


“What do I stand for? What do I matter? 
Two bleached boards in a field to show 
That death is here, though the grass grows lusty, 
Two bleached boards that the world may know 
That what was a man once, what was a soldier, 
Full of the zest of life, lies here— 
Something that once was talk and laughter, 
Eager of lip and eye and ear. 


I am the symbol sacrificial— 
Thousands of me for weary miles, 
Thousands of crosses, that once were soldiers, 
Marking the field into narrow aisles. 
I am a symbol .. . Once three crosses 
Reached to the sky on a windy hill... 
I am the mark War leaves behind him... 
Am I the symbol of Jesus still?” 


—A White Cross, by Abigail Cresson. 


GeneraL O’RYAN ON WAR 

“Ts it justifiable for Christians to take part in war? Frankly, 
I do not think it is. 

“I have not always seen it this way. I think it first came 
to me one day at Camp Wadsworth. My wife had come 
down the back road at Camp and passed the bayonet run 
where one British, one French and four American officers 
were urging the boys to curse and to swear, and as they 
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tore down the dummies to bring down their hob-nailed 
shoes harder on the stuffed men. 

“My wife is a Methodist. I am a Catholic. When she got 
to where I was she burst out with the question: ‘How do 
ou reconcile this with your Christian principles?’ I replied, 
‘{ don’t’ But I said I would talk it over when I got back. 

“| shall enlist if another war comes, but I shall not try to 
reconcile it with Christian principles. I shall not pretend to 
take Christ with me into the war.”—Major General Jobn F. 
O'Ryan, before the Obio Pastors’ Convention, Columbus, 


Ohio, January 22, 1929. 


Lorp ALLENBY ON PEACE 


“The lust for expansion is not yet quite dead, but the 
glory of conquest is departing. Its gains are Dead Sea fruit, 
its legacy bitter memories alone.” Thus, Lord Allenby, 
rescuer of Jerusalem, began an impassioned speech to the 
students of Edinburgh University, on April 28, 1936, shortly 
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before his death. Denouncing the narrow nationalism that is 
miscalled patriotism, he said that unless the peoples of 
Europe discarded it soon there would be a return to the 
Dark Ages. “Yet we find the cleverest brains everywhere 
busy experimenting with new inventions for facilitating 
slaughter . . . designing more monstrous methods of murder- 
ing their fellow men.” Lord Allenby referred to the poli- 
ticians as “the authors and initiators of war,” and asserted 
that they could avert a conflict whenever they wanted to. 
He boldly aligned himself with the pacifists in demanding 
“a World State in which neighbors can live without molesta- 
tion in collective security.” Man has become a citizen of the 
world, and the duties of that citizenship, he said, cannot be 
evaded. We should imagine that the great soldier never did 
a finer thing in his career than when he stood before a 
crowd of students and declared himself a pacifist, asserting 
his belief that the world was in peril because of lack of 
faith—The New Outlook. 








Book Reviews 


IMPORTANT 


Every new book in the following list may be secured from the Presbyterian Committee of Publication, Richmond, Va., or Texarkana, Ark.-Tex. 
While, by General Assembly order we cannot assume the responsibility for any of these reviews, we gladly present them to you in the hope that 
the comments and impressions of: these Presbyterian leaders may guide you in your future book purchases. 


A review of the following book will be found in Onward, 
November 1. 

The Father of Texas, by Eugene V. Barker, $1.75. Bobbs, 
Merrill Co. 

Reviews of the following books will be found in Onward, 
November 8. 

The Poet of Craigie House, by Hildegarde Hawthorne, 
2.50, D. Appleton-Century Co. 

With Christ Into Tomorrow, by Hunter Blakely, so¢, 
Presbyterian Committee. 

Radio, by John Langdon-Davies, $2.50, Dodd, Mead and 
Company. 

Back to Treasure Island, by H. A. Calahan, $2.00, Van- 
guard Press. 

The Making of a Man, by The Dean of Windsor, $1.50, 
Charles Scribner’s Sons. 


THE FAITH OF CHRISTENDOM 
By Joun M. VanveR MEULEN 
Published by Presbyterian Committee of Publication 
Price $1.75 
This series of addresses on the Apostles’ Creed came from 
the press only a few weeks before the death of Dr. Vander 
Meulen, who was formerly President and Professor of Doc- 
ttinal Theology in the Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, 
and they set forth his ripest thought on the heart of the 
Christian faith, There are fourteen chapters, each of which 
deals with a significant portion of the Apostles’ Creed. They 
are written in the direct and dramatic oral style which was 
%0 characteristic of Dr. Vander Meulen’s preaching. The 
thought is that of a theologian who would expound and 
defend the historic faith of the church of Jesus Christ. The 
form and method is that of a preacher who would win men 
to the convictions eipibainilae. Clear in outline, simple in 
guage, and abounding in illustration and quotation, these 
*tmons will inspire many a preacher to undertake to make 


the Apostles’ Creed live again in the hearts and minds of 
his people. 
Frank H. Catpwe t, President 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary 
Louisville, Kentucky 


THE STORY OF PROPHECY 
By Henry JAMEs FoRMAN 
Price $3.00 

The complete title of this book is The Story of Prophecy 
in the Life of Mankind from Early Times to the Present 
Day. Its author is known to many through a former book, 
Our Movie Made Children. This new book from the pen of 
Mr. Forman is not a study of Biblical prophecy, though 
there is a very interesting chapter on this phase of the 
subject; but it is a record of amazing predictions of future 
events and their fulfilment. The prophecy considered in this 
book is the power to look ahead through space and time 
so as to be able to predict definitely events before they 
come to pass. This gift of prophecy is attributed to the 
power of clairvoyance, a gift that seems to belong to some 

eculiarly endowed people. The book narrates incident after 
incident of prediction of momentous events in the world’s 
history and in individual lives many years, even centuries, 
before they came to pass. There are some chapters of un- 
usual interest, such as the one on the prophecy of the Great 
Pyramid, and that on prophecies concerning the Popes. The 
record of prophecies that reach to our own times Is of 
intense interest, especially when we realize that so many of 
them converge in 1936., The contrast between the type of 
prophecy that makes up this story and the prophecy of the 
Bible lifts the Bible prophets to a magnificent level. This 
book is good reading, interesting, instructive, mystifying. 


Joun C. SILer. 
Tinkling Springs Church, Fishersville, Va. 
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IMMORTAL WORDS OF CHRIST AND 
THE APOSTLES 
By James W. Wooprow 
Fleming H. Revell Co. 
Price $1.50 
In this book the author has achieved something that will 
rove invaluable to Sunday-school teachers, students, min- 
isters, parents and all other Bible readers. Beginning with a 
brief prologue from the Prophets, the book compiles the 
actual statements of Christ, Paul, James, Peter and Jude, 
taken from the King James version and set down in order, 
without comment or annotation. The author is painstaking, 
reverent, and careful in presenting this unique contribution 
to devotional reading and Bible study. It deserves wide 
circulation and grateful reception everywhere. 


R. C. L. 


MISSIONS TOMORROW 
By KennetH Scott LATOURETTE 
Harper and Brothers, New York 
Price $2.00 

The author of this book, who is Professor of Missions 
and Oriental History in Yale University, has for many years 
occupied a prominent place in the Christian missionary 
enterprise; and is internationally recognized as an authority 
in this field of work and study. He is thoroughly evangelical 
in all of his viewpoints and conclusions, accepting un- 
ey the historic faith as to the adequacy and finality 
of God’s revelation in Christ. The book as a whole is a 
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sane, scholarly, and appreciative presentation of the mis- 
sionary enterprise of the last century and a quarter, its per- 
sonnel, program, policies, and achievements; and a preview 
of the needed program and methods for the years just 
ahead of us. It will be found deeply interesting not only to 
the student of missions, but also to all who are concerned 
about the forces and movements which are shaping the age 
in which we live. 


D. W. R. 


FIVE FOREIGNERS IN JAPAN 
By Hersert H. Gowan, D.D. 
Fleming H. Revell Co. 

Price $2.00 


The influence which one man can exert upon a nation 
is well illustrated in this book. 

The author selects for this volume two Spaniards, the 
traveler Pinto, and the missionary Xavier; one Englishman, 
the honest and friendly merchant, Adams; and two Ameri- 
cans, McDonald the educator, and Townsend ‘Harris, the 
straightforward and brotherly statesman. 

It is refreshing to read this story of the touch on the 
Orient by men of the Western World which was so kindly 
and helpful in contrast with the usual selfish grasping ap- 
proach to weaker nations on the part of the Occident. 

This book returns to the reader a large dividend of in- 
spiring information. 

D. Cray LItty, 


Reynolda, N.C.§ 





Home Education 


“THe Cuitp’s First Scuoor Is THE FAMILY” —Froebel 
Issued by the National Kindergarten Association, 8 West goth St., New York City. 





HAVE YOU THESE NUMBER HELPS? 
By Vioia E. HoLiey 
ITTLE TOMMY, the youngest of the family, 
had become interested in numbers. He liked 
to count the oranges that he brought to his 
mother when she was preparing breakfast. He 
counted the glasses of water on the table. He 
found things among his toys, too, that he could 
count or carry to someone with the question, “How 
many are there here?” 

It happened that about this time his mother took 
him and his older brothers for a long visit with their 
grandparents. There they found an environment 
especially rich in material that urged Tommy on in 
his new interest. The things they discovered were 
not unusual, to be sure. They might be found in 
almost any home, but they are not always thought 
of as holding so many possibilities for learning as 
Tommy found in them at just this time when he 
felt such an eager interest in numbers. 


In the first place there was a clock that struck the 
hour and the half hour. This was something new 
to the child and he liked to count the strokes. He 
began asking questions about the time. Grandpa 
would take out his watch on such occasions and ex- 
plain to him the figures on the dial and how to tell 
time. Soon Tommy could tell the hour, then the 
half hour, and gradually learned the shorter inter- 
vals. 

There were interesting things hung up on the 
walls in this home, too. One was a calendar with 
unusually large figures. Tommy often climbed on 
a chair that stood beneath it and counted off the 
days, pointing to each number as he said it. In this 
way he learned to count farther than he had before 
and he came to associate the numbers he had been 
learning with the symbols representing them. 

Then there was a thermometer, one of the kind 
with a big round face like a clock and a needle point- 
ing to the figures on the dial. The numbers were 
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written in by tens. Tommy became much inter- 
eted in this and soon learned to tell the temperature 
of the room. It generally registered between 70 and 
gs degrees though, on a hot day, it sometimes 
climbed to 90 or 95 degrees. 

Grandpa had time to play games with the boys, 
and one of their favorite games was dominoes. At 
first Tommy only looked on. Gradually it all be- 
came somewhat intelligible to him. He would move 
his finger from one white spot to another on the 
dominoes as he counted. Then he learned to match 
those that were alike. Occasionally one of his older 
brothers would delight him by playing a game with 
him. It was not long before, with a little help, he 
could take his place in the larger group. How his 
eyes would shine when they said he might play, too! 
‘The grandparents lived in a small town and they 
found it convenient, at times, to send to mail order 
houses for goods. They always kept catalogs on 
hand for this purpose. The boys discovered these 
and spent hours pouring over the pages picturing 
and describing toys. Tommy had progressed far 
enough by this time so that with a little help he 
karned to read the prices. This was very interesting 
to him. 

One day Grandpa brought out a yardstick and 
measured the boys. What child does not delight in 
sich a procedure! The children were allowed to 
measure things around the house. Grandpa let them 
weigh vegetables, too, that he was preparing to sell. 

All of these simple things helped Tommy to make 
rapid progress in learning about numbers and their 
meaning. 

(Have the children in your neighborhood a 
kindergarten to which to go? If not, a letter to the 
National Kindergarten Association, 8 West Fortieth 
Street, New York, will bring you information 
advising you how to proceed in order to secure one 
in your public school.) 


HARMFUL FEARS 


By Mrs. D. W. Hinps 


_ Most psychologists agree that we have only two 
inherent fears, that all others are learned and that 
usually they are learned in early childhood. The 
two instinctive fears are the fear of falling and the 
fear of loud noises. Whenever courage develops 
normally, these natural fears are seldom heard from, 
consciously, though they are ever ready to induce 
the prompt exercise of sane caution. The numerous 
other fears which are more or less common to all, 
tend only to restrict and impede. 

Since most harmful fears are learned in childhood, 
‘mother should exercise watchfulness over her 
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child’s environment. Thoughts, even, are sometimes 
quite unfit to be admitted, for the child absorbs so 
much more than the spoken word. A worried, over- 
anxious mother often unconsciously communicates 
to her child much that is harmful in her emotions. 

Anyone who has a part in the child’s world may 
cause unhealthy fears. The maid who dislikes to 
enter a dark room is often responsible for the child’s 
first fear of the dark. A person who screams or 
faints at the least sign of danger often does untold 
harm, and such behaviour should not be tolerated. 

Perhaps the most difficult time for a mother to 
control her own fears is during that stage of develop- 
ment when her child is particularly adventuresome, 
wishing always to explore. It is well to remember 
at such a time that just as a child’s inherent fears aid 
in self-preservation, so his boundless energy and 
curiosity help him to develop mentally and physi- 
cally. Natural tendencies should be guided but 
never opposed. If the mother’s fear for her child’s 
safety causes her to forbid the exercise of these 
natural tendencies, she will not only retard the 
child’s mental and physical growth, but will teach 
him useless, harmful fears which may remain with 
him throughout life. A strong faith in God and His 
goodness can give a mother courage to control her 
own anxiety. Without this faith and understanding 
her fears are likely to get the better of her and to 
be communicated to her child, retarding his spiritual, 
physical and mental growth. 

When children begin climbing upon everything 

(Continued on page 703) 
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Jubilee Thank Offering for Missions 
November 8-15, 1936 


By C. Darsy FuLton 


. fk HE greatest missionary year in the history 
of our Church”—thus the General As- 
sembly of 1936 expressed its aspiration for 

this Jubilee Year now fast drawing to a close. 

The Assembly’s ideal for this year is a natural one, 
almost an inescapable one. Jubilee Year and Missions 

areinseparable. If July 4, 1776, 


pronounced at the first meeting of our General 
Assembly, seventy-five years ago. 

This Jubilee Thank Offering for Missions is the 
climactic event in the entire observance of Jubilee 
Year by our Church. It has not only the whole- 
hearted sponsorship of the Home and Foreign Mis- 

sion Committees, but, also 





suggests the Declaration of 
Independence, then Decem- 
ber 4, 1861, suggests the great 
missionary declaration of our 
first General Assembly: 
“The General Assembly desires 
distinctly and deliberately to in- 
scribe on our Church’s banner, as 
she now first unfurls it to the 
world, in immediate connection 
with the headship of her Lord, 
His last command: ‘Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature’; regarding this 





NovEMBER 8-15 


WEEK OF PRAYER 
and 
SELF-DENIAL 


for 


HOME AND FOREIGN 
MISSIONS. 


the enthusiastic support of 
the Diamond Jubilee Com- 
mittee, the Committee on 
Promotion, the Committee 
on Stewardship and Finance, 
of all the promotional 
agencies of our Church, and 
of the General Assembly it- 
self. These various groups 
are united in feeling that it 
would be tragic for this sig- 
nificant year in the history 








as the great end of her organiza- 
tion, and obedience to it as the 
indispensable condition of her Lord’s promised presence.” 

Missions has a peculiar right to emphasis in a year 
like this. Any celebration of Jubilee Year that fails 
to exalt the missionary objective of the Church 
would be untrue to the spirit of the very event we 
celebrate. 

Accordingly the Home and Foreign Mission 
Committees are presenting to the Church a united 
appeal for a great missionary offering during the 
week of November 8-15, this fall. Ordinarily the 
two committees have observed separate seasons of 
prayer and self-denial with separate offerings for 
each cause, but this year they are coming together 
in the observance of November 8-15 as the Week 
of Prayer and Self-Denial for Missions, culminating 
in a great Jubilee Thank Offering, which we trust 
will be a worthy expression on the part of our 
Church of her great missionary purpose so clearly 


of our Church, with all of its 
exhortation and incentive to 
greater works in the Master’s Name, to come to an 
end without some practical expression by the Church 
of the new dedication of her life that we trust our 
Jubilee Year has awakened. The Jubilee Thank 
Offering for Missions has been recognized as the 
natural and appropriate opportunity for such a 
Church-wide expression of our gratitude to God for 
these years under His providence, and of our new 
commitment to the Church’s supreme task of bring- 
ing the world to Christ. 

Such an offering at this time is as urgent as it iS 
appropriate and timely. Your Home and Foreign 
Mission Committees have been struggling under the 
handicap of large debts. While these have been 
materially reduced during the past five years, they 
are still so large as to constitute a hampering burden 
to the work, and we are eager to be freed from this 
encumbrance at the earliest possible moment. Mean- 
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Foreign 
Missions 
while our missionaries both at home and abroad are 
sruggling to carry on their work with totally in- 
adequate support and under conditions of genuine 
rivation and need. The Church’s contributions to 
missions have shrunk to just one-half of what was 
given seven years ago. With the threat of seeing 
work closed into which they have poured their 
lives, our missionaries, out of salaries originally 
small and now repeatedly reduced, have contributed 
with amazing self-forgetfulness to keep the work 
alive. All this they have borne with uncomplaining 
fortitude, making light of their difficulties and show- 
ing heart-touching gratitude for the little they have. 
But the time has come when the Church ought 
speedily to correct this situation. It is not fair to 
ask men to bear from year to year burdens under 
which they loyally placed themselves in a period of 
emergency. We owe them the earliest possible 
release from conditions that cannot but result ulti- 
mately in tragic breakdowns. 

Then there is the ever-present challenge of the 
great unfinished task that we and our missionaries 
are impatient to answer. After all, is not this the 
prime business of our Church? If there be one 
objective that should take precedence over every 
other activity of the Christian Church, is it not this 
one of pressing out into new fields to win men and 
women to Christ as their Saviour? Must men con- 
tinue to beg for what nineteen hundred years ago 
our Lord commanded us to share? Must we con- 
tinue to mark time when the Master is beckoning 
us on? 

It is our prayer that this fall season may prove to 
be the greatest time of missionary awakening ever 
known in our Church. In view of the united charac- 
ter of the offering, we shall obviously have to crowd 
into the one gift as much as is normally contained 
intwo. But we are asking much more than this. It 
is our hope that there may be such an outpouring 
of missionary liberality that our joint offering this 
November will at least double what has previously 
been given in the combined offerings for Home and 
Foreign Missions in other years. 

The codperation of every element in the Church 
will be necessary to make this season the full success 
and blessing in our Church’s life that it can be. We 
urgently ask that pastors make the special season 
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from October 11 to November 15 a time of earnest 
and aggressive missionary preaching. Such a concert 
of missionary preaching would, we believe, so 
awaken the heart and conscience of our people that 
our whole constituency would be talking, thinking, 
praying about, and giving to missions. While each 
pastor would probably want the privilege of laying 
this charge upon his own people, outside assistance 
will be available for such churches as might desire 
to have a visiting minister to present the missionary 
challenge. We are now endeavoring to place at the ° 
service of our pastors an aggregate of at least one 
hundred and fi ty men in our various synods who 
will be available for help in this way. 

It is important that every group in the churches 
should be enlisted in this great effort. We can count 
on the women of the Church for the same devoted 
help they have always given. They have been the 
great benefactors of missions in the Church. But 
they should enjoy no monopoly of this service for 
the Master. Individual men have done much to help, 
but as a class we need a larger enlistment of the 
manhood of the Church. We earnestly lay upon the 
hearts and consciences of our men their supreme 
privilege and obligation in the support of the mis- 
sionary enterprise. 

In addition to the offerings that will be taken by 
churches and their several societies and organizations, 
we would urge people of means among our mem- 
bership to consider the exceptional claims of this 
joint missionary appeal for substantial individual 
gifts. This is our Diamond Jubilee. Is it too much 
to expect that in this year there will be men and 
women who will devote large portions of their 
possessions to an offering of thanksgiving to God for 
the furtherance of His Kingdom around the world? 


Our Jubilee Year is passing. If the observance of 
this significant event in the life of our Church is not 
to be a mockery, we must call ourselves once more 
to a remembrance of our chief business so forcefully 
stated in the declaration of 1861. Let this become 
anew the burning passion of our people. We call 
upon the Church once more to unfurl that banner 
before the eyes of the world, and to march again 
beneath its emblazoned inscription, “Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” 





FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Receipts—April 1, 1935—October 1, 1935....................... $168,852.03 
Receipts—April 1, 1936—October 1, 1936........................ 179,067.15 


Increase for six months......... 


COP a Deis bas ve eae $ 10,215.12 















What and How We Do in 
Collegio 15 de Novembro 


By WALTER S. SWETNAM* 








Collegio 15 de Novembro 


CHOOL begins in February in Brazil, and ends 
in November. Our mid-term holidays are the 
last half of June. I want to tell you about our 

school so that you will have some idea what it is 
like. The name is Collegio 15 de Novembro. The 
Portuguese word for 15 is quinze, and therefore the 
school is often spoken of as the “Quinze” (pro- 
nounced keen’-zee). November 15 is the Brazilian 
independence day. The school includes a primary 
department and two upper schools—the Ginasio, or 
standard high school, and the Academia de Comer- 
cio, or commercial high school. This year we have 
something over two hundred pupils, of whom more 
than half are in the primary department. There are 
forty some-odd boys who live in the dormitory. We 
have girls only as day students. The girls all wear 
uniforms—maroon skirts and white blouses em- 
broidered with the number “1s.” Until this year the 
boys have not had uniforms, but a uniform has been 
adopted, which will be compulsory next year. 
About a fourth of the boys have them now—khaki 
uniforms trimmed in maroon. 

After the present government came into power in 
1930, it adopted what was considered a very for- 
ward educational policy. However, like some things 
that our government does, seeking to help is often a 
hindrance. At first it was thought that our school 
need not try to conform to the government stand- 
ard, but it soon became evident that, as long as our 
school was not standardized, our graduates might 
just as well not have gone to school, so far as get- 
ting a job was concerned, or entering a professional 
school. The last work of Dr. Taylor was that of 
bringing our school under government standardiza- 
tion. This was harder than it sounds, for the law 


*Rev. W. S. Swetnam is an educational missionary located in 
Garanhuns, E. de Pernambuco, Brazil. He is one of our latest 
recruits in the North Brazil Mission. 


seeks to regulate even the smallest details, and it is 
quite a task to make everything conform, and even 
more, sometimes, to get the officials to admit that 
it conforms. Now, however, we feel that the pros- 
pects of the “Quinze” for increase of usefulness and 
influence are very bright indeed. 

One disadvantage about standardization is that we 
have to pay the salary of a government inspector, 
who does nothing except be present at examinations 
and on other state occasions, and sign a few docu- 
ments. At home, when a man has a government job, 
the government has to pay the bill; but here, the 
government appoints the man and somebody else 
pays the bill—and that’s clever, isn’t it? 

There are five years of elementary school in 
Brazil, and five years of high school. They do not 
have colleges, in our sense of the word. After com- 
pleting the Ginasial course, one may enter the pro- 
fessional schools—law, medicine, etc. The Brazil- 
ians take their examinations seriously. To give an 
examination to a class of high-school freshmen—and 
just a mid-semester examination at that—two pro- 
fessors have to be present, and the government in- 
spector besides. Before the examination, the profes- 
sor must submit to the inspector a certain number 
of questions for examination, each of which must 
have three subquestions. Then, at the time of the 
examination, a set of numbers corresponding to 
these questions are put into a bag, one is drawn out, 
and that question only is given—and if the pupil 
makes forty he passes. Moreover the system of grad- 
ing is such that it is impossible to fail a pupil on daily 
grades, so that the system looks just about perfect— 
from somebody’s point of view. The wonder to me 
is that the pupils study at all; but they do, or, as at 
home, some of them do. 

When school began, I started teaching two 
classes; one in third-year English, and one in fourth- 
year mathematics (business arithmetic) for a total 
of seven hours a week. I had just got well used to 
those when one of the professors had to resign on 
account of his health, and I inherited all his English 
classes—three classes totaling nine hours a week. It 
wouldn’t be so bad if I could only understand what 
they say. I can manage to stammer out nearly any- 
thing I want to say, now, somehow or other, but 
these first- and second-year students talk so fast, 
and generally two or three talk at once, so that I 
find it extremely difficult to make out what they 
say. I only hope they don’t know how little I under- 
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sand. The classes are larger and children younger, 
too, and therefore harder to keep in order. It’s a 
little awkward when you cannot talk well enough to 
call them down properly. Any sort of corporal pun- 
jshment is forbidden by law, but ingenuity can 
always find some way to punish when necessary. 
However, with few exceptions, the a are well- 
behaved and agreeable, and many of them have an 
eagerness that would delight any techer. In fact, the 
more I see of these Brazilian young people, the bet- 
ter I like them. 

At recesses the children play various games. Just 
now all except the largest boys spin tops. They 
“null” one another’s tops, just as we used to do. At 
other times they play marbles, “roll a hole,” being 
the only variety I have observed. The big girls walk 
up and down in couples or stand in groups and talk. 
The little girls play marbles and a sort of ball game 
that I do not understand fully. The smaller boys 
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have another game called bota (boot) which is 
played by scratching on the ground a figure having 
a vague resemblance to that article. The boys line 
up on one side of the boot, and whoever is “it” runs 
at them, whereat they must jump over the boot be- 
fore he can touch them, when “it” must go around 
and repeat the act from the other side. It is very 
exciting, but I am afraid there is some technical 
point I haven’t caught. Our important game, how- 
ever, is soccer football, which is extremely popular 
all over Brazil. Last year our team was accounted 
the best in the state. We have a good team this year. 
Some of these children are from Protestant homes, 
others from homes more or less friendly to our 
church, some from homes where religion is disre- \ 
garded. If we can do no more than make them see | 
an ideal. of education, of integrity and Christian 
character, they must surely go forth to enrich the 
life and thought of this land. 








The Brazilian Church and Her Members 


By J. M. SypDENSTRICKER* 


UCH has been done in the past to evangelize 
Brazil. When we consider the time we have 
been working in Brazil, the number of men 

and women engaged in the work, and the amount 
of money expended for the work, I do not believe 
there is a mission field in the world that can show 
as great results. The Presbyterian Church of 
Brazil is a well-organized body. Out there we have 
not a Northern and a Southern and a Reformed 
and many other branches of the Presbyterian 
Church. The Presbyterians of Brazil, with one ex- 
ception, have joined hands, and with hearts that 
beat in unison are advancing against those forces 
— that retard the coming of the Kingdom of 
od. 

In Brazil there is a General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church that meets every two years. 
There was a meeting this past February. They 
did some good things, but one thing impressed me 
especially and I want to pass it on to you. They 
wrote into their minutes this: ‘We believe the 
Kingdom of God is to be financed not by bazaars 
and festivals and church entertainments, but we be- 
lieve that the budget of the church is to be raised 
by everyone giving as the Lord has prospered him.” 
This action was taken by a young church in a land 
where festivals are resorted to to raise the budget 
of the church. In Brazil there are three synods and 


es 


*Mr. Sydenstricker is an evangelistic missionary located at Campo 
lo, E, de Minas, East Brazil Mission. 






























twenty-one presbyteries. These bodies are com- 
posed of national ministers and laymen. The mis- 
sionaries, ordinarily, are not members of these na- 
tional church courts. The problems that confront 
the Presbyterian Church of Brazil are discussed 
and decided by national ministers and elders and, 
generally speaking, they are wisely solved. 

Yes, much has been done in the past for the 
evangelization of Brazil, and we give thanks to God 
for it. Much is being done today, but much re- 
mains to be done in the future. When we consider 
the vastness of the country and the rapidly increas- 
ing population, we realize that only a beginning 
has been made. In all Brazil there are only about a 
million evangelical Christians of all denominations. 
The population of the country is around forty- 
five million. There are less than one thousand evan- 
gelical ministers of all denominations for all of Bra- 
zil. There are more ministers of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church in the synods of West Virginia, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina than there are 
of all evangelical denominations in all Brazil, and 
Brazil is larger than the whole of the United States. 
Many of these ministers are in the large cities, so 
there are thousands of cities and villages in the in- 
terior where there is no one to point dying men 
to a living Saviour. 

Those in Brazil who have accepted Christ as their 

rsonal Saviour are faithfully witnessing for Him. 
Often those who do not know conditions on the 
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Dr. Antonio Bastos 
Garcia, mayor of 
Campo Bello, Brazil, 
for nine years and 
greatly beloved. He 
is an elder in the 
Presbyterian. Church 
and witnesses boldly 
for Christ. The worst 
thing bis political 
enemies can say of 
him is: that he is 
a Christian, refuses 
to fill bis pockets or 
those of bis relatives 
with gain from the 
public treasury and 
insists on accounting 
for every cent spent 
of public funds. He 
and bis-good wife 
are pillars in the 
local church. 


mission field, and ‘vho have little of the spirit of 
Christ, say that we have out there only “rice Chris- 
tians,” that is those who say they are Christians 
because of social prestige or material gain to be won 
by belonging to the evangelical group. Unfortu- 
nately, here in the United States there are such 
Christians. Many here on Sunday, at least, say they 
are Christians because such a declaration helps their 
business on Monday. Such is not the case in Brazil. 
It takes a strong man to follow Jesus Christ in 
Brazil. Persecution, loss of friends and social posi- 
tion often attend the acceptance of Christ as per- 
sonal Saviour. Yet, in spite of these things, many 
are humbly walking with Christ, counting it all 
joy to be considered worthy to suffer for His sake. 

The Brazilian Christians take a positive stand 
against evil. They know that God has called them 
to be holy even as He is holy. In the United States, 
it often happens that those who call: themselves 
Christians assume no definite attitude towards evil. 
They seem to know not the difference between 
right and wrong, between Christan and unchristian. 
They dare not lift their voices in protest against 
those currents of evil that are sweeping the coun- 
try. They just drift along with the multitude. 
When we look at their lives, we see no difference 
between them and those that make no pretence of 
being followers of Christ. 

Those who accept Christ in Brazil know that the 
old life must go. They learn what repentance 
means. By their reformed life they are winning 
many to the way of Christ. Actions out there, just 
as here at home, speak louder than words, and men 
and women in Brazil are proclaiming to the world 
that the Saviour in whom they trust has not only 
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the power to forgive sin but also to keep from the 
evil one. 

In all Christian lands, the Sabbath is greeted with 
the song 

“O day of rest and gladness, 

O day of joy and light.” 
In Brazil, the Sabbath is not greeted in any such 
way. Out there it is not a day of rest and gladness; 
the people do not come together to sing, “Holy, 
holy, holy, to the great God triune.” Sunday is 
largely dedicated to pleasure. The Christians, how- 
ever, faithfully witness for the Master by the way 
they keep the Sabbath. They know that their own 
Christian life is not going to be kept on a high spir- 
itual level, and that the Church to which they be- 
long is not going to be a power for Christ in the 
community, unless they keep His day according 
to His law. So, while the multitudes seek diversion 
in the amusement parks and picture shows and 
dance halls and other worldly places, the Christians 
hear and heed that solemn command that has never 
yet been revoked, “Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy.” 

The Brazilian Christians are good home mission- 
aries. When they come to know Christ as their 
Saviour, they go out and try to win others to the 
Master. The steady growth and strength of the 
church in Brazil is in large measure due to the work 
done by the individual Christians in their own fam- 
ilies and among their own friends. 

A few years ago, in company with some friends, 
I visited a section of my field where the gospel had 
never been preached. While there, there were sev- 
eral public services, but the most effective preach- 
ing on that trip was done by an old man who had 
gone with me. He never leads a public service, 
but does effective personal work. Years before, 
when he knew not the gospel, he had lived in that 
neighborhood. As he sat with his friends in the 
social circle he told them what Christ had done for 
him. He told them how Christ had given him a 
new heart and a new hope. With tears streaming 
down his rugged face he spoke of pardoning love 
and sustaining grace and asked those men, who knew 
not Christ, to accept him as their Saviour. 

The Brazilian Christians rejoice in Christ. When 
Dona Francisca accepted Christ as her Saviour, her 
troubles began, as the world counts trouble. She 
was turned out of her father’s home. Her husband 
forgot his marriage vows and proved untrue. The 
sons paid little attention to the old mother. She 
lived alone in a little house in Oliveira. Yet she was 
not alone, for Christ was her constant companion. 
She had hourly fellowship with Him, and her life 
radiated His joy. As the story of Christ’s wonder- 
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Public garden in Campo 
Bello, Brazil, made in 
administration of Dr. 
Garcia, transforming 
what was once a wilder- 
ness into beauty. 


ful love would be read to her, her face would burn 
with a holy light and tears would roll down her 
furrowed cheeks. More than once, when her suf- 
fering was extremely acute, she has said to me, “My 
feet are not torn by nails. No spear is thrust into 
my side. No crown of thorns cuts my brow. I 
bear my suffering patiently and gladly for Him, for 
He has borne so much for me.” 

I do not want to give the wrong impression. I 
want no one to think that we work in a land where 


there are no difficulties, have as our fellow-Chris- 
tians men and women who are perfect, and that by 
the grace of God we are helping to build a Church 
that has no defects. Not everything is encourag- 
ing in Brazil. The sun does not always shine. Some- 
times it seems that no progress is being made. Some- 
times only shadows cover our pathway. Some- 
times we become sad when we see those who began 
the Christian life with enthusiasm and joy turn 
(Continued on page 663) 





Changing Brazil’s Spiritual Climate 


By Myrtte S. SyDENSTRICKER* 


enue McCONNELL gives a very striking 
illustration from. his youth when he says:. “I 
used to look with fascinated awe at the pic- 
tures of prehistoric monsters and wonder how the 
world rid itself of such gigantic and powerful crea- 
tures. But when I grew older and read more, I 
learned that they were never destroyed by direct 
attack. The climate changed and they died.” It is 
the business of Christianity to so change the cli- 
mate that some things will die. : 
Your missionaries are working to change the 
piritual climate in Brazil, so that evil will die! 
When the stores were first closed on Sunday in 
Campo Bello, due to the prayerful working to this 
end of the Evangelical Christians, headed by a drug- 
gist and merchant in the church, people in general 


said this was accomplished because of the gospel’s 


influence, 


“Mrs. J. M. Sydenstricker is an evangelistic missionary, located in 
Po Bello, E. de Minas, East Brazil Mission. She and Mr. 
Menstricker have served our Brazil Mission for seventeen years. 


An incident there recently brought a clash be- 
tween capital and labor. A poor man was bringing 
his ox to be slaughtered and had taken more than 
the usual precautions. However, a car coming at 
breakneck speed frightened the animal. The ox ran 
wildly into the best store in town by way of the 
huge doors that are always open, destroying many 
valuables and breaking an expensive plate-glass show- 
case. At first the merchants were angry and in- 
sisted. on indemnities. But the question was soon 
decided in a beautiful Christian fashion, when the 
rich owners forgave the poor man. the large debt 
he owed! In telling of this. people nodded their 
heads and said:. “Yes, this is the result of the gospel 
of. Jesus Christ. It would never have happened ten 
years ago.” Two of the three: brothers of this firm 
attend our'services and send their children to Sun- 
day school...The. wife of one has been a professing 
Christian for years and is teacher of our Women’s 
Bible Class. 

A civic ‘organization that corresponds to your 
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Parent-Teacher Association here in the United 
States put on a festival in Campo Bello several years 
ago. The usual means to raise money at civic festi- 
vals was absent—no dancing, no gambling or lot- 
tery, no selling of intoxicating liquors, and they 
stopped early on Saturday night to observe the Sab- 
bath, beginning again on Monday! Incidentally, 
more money was made than anyone dared to ex- 
pect! There were two Evangelical Christians on 
the executive board of twenty women who do the 
real work of the organization, and the women of 
the auxiliary prayed! Hence the gospel victory, and 
it was commented on far and wide! 

Would it not seem that the spiritual climate is 
being changed? 

When Dr. Gammon’s bust was unveiled in the 
public garden of Lavras, hundreds of alumni of 
Gammon Institute were present to rejoice in this 
result of their efforts to honor the founder of this 
great institution of learning whose influence for 
Christ has been so wide. There had been a terrible 
political feud going on for years, but on that day it 
was dissolved. His ex-students could not look to- 
gether on the noble face of their teacher and con- 
tinue their feud! 

Rio boasts of a beautiful square and a great thor- 
oughfare with its tesselated pavement named for 
two consecrated Brazilian ministers. Incidentally, 
both were Presbyterians. So great was the influ- 
ence of Doctors Alvaro Reis and Erasmo Braga for 
righteousness that the city wanted to forever en- 
shrine their memory in their hearts of their fellow 
countrymen by thus honoring them. 

In a secular paper in the second city of Brazil, a 
well-known law firm advertised for a couple of 
Christian stenographers; and an unscrupulous law- 
yer wanted a Protestant secretary to look after his 
private business affairs. Evangelical Christians are 
known for their integrity. 

Yes, it would seem, indeed, that the spiritual cli- 
mate little by little is being changed in Brazil! 

Some ask how we go about opening a new sta- 
tion or beginning a pioneer work of the gospel. 
We rent a house and try as best we can to make it 
a Christian home. You cannot imagine how we are 
watched, reported, and copied! We make an ef- 
fort to live as the Master would have us, though, of 
course, we make many mistakes. That great verse, 
however, in John’s letter is our comfort: “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us.” It is a glorious help to know that each new day 
is a clean sheet on which to begin a better work for 
Christ! One thing is true—if we consecrate all that 
we are and know and have, somehow or other, 
sooner or later, God can use all these for the ad- 
vancement of His Kingdom. Homely, common, 
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everyday tasks like sewing, cooking, gardening, 
English and German classes, etc., in God’s hands 
are glorified. They are points of contact, and with 
His blessing are used to win souls for Christ. He 
has used humble things like trays of food, seeds and 
seedlings. Over a simple cup of coffee there have 
been firm decisions to follow the Master, and fruit- 
ful lives were the result. Angels are still entertained 
unawares—possibilities for the gospel. 

Is it not worth while to teach a people to eat 
vegetables? The local doctor asked why he wasn’t 
being called any more to the mission school? 
Under the grace of God it was because the children 
and faculty were eating more vegetables than ever 
before. When someone asked the reason for peo- 
ple’s interest in vegetables and why this same town 
was known for its beautiful flowers, the answer was 
“the missionary evangelist’s garden and the giving 
of plants and slips.” Would the Master approve? 
These same plants and flowers brought blossoms 
for His Eternal Garden. Isn’t it all a part of chang- 
ing the spiritual atmosphere and climate? 

You of the Home Church have a right to ask us, 
your representatives on the field, “Watchman, what 
of the right? Is it passing? Are there signs of 
dawn?” We're glad to answer: “Yes, a thousand 
times yes! The stories of God’s grace foretell a 
glorious day!” 

A little village is ninety miles from the railroad. 
This group of families had only received two short 
visits from Evangelical workers. When the mis- 
sionary in charge went there, twelve were ready to 
make their profession of faith, and as many little 
children were baptized—because a Bible had entered 
a home. It had changed the life of one man; he in 
turn had invited others to study God’s Word with 
him. They believed! 

An able lawyer was given a Bible by a colleague 
who had disdained it. He was converted through 
the reading of this book, so completely new to him. 
Formerly he had been known far and wide for his 
cruelty, leaving prisoners in the local jail bleeding, 
after beating them with a rubber hose to make them 
confess to crimes of which they had been accused. 
He still has a limp from a bullet of revenge of past 
years. Not long ago he preached in the church of 
that same town on “the LOVE OF GOD that 
passeth all understanding.” From his radiant face 
there shone real love. People everywhere in the 
church exclaimed, “Oh, how great is the regenerat- 
ing power of the Holy Spirit!” 

It costs to be a Christian in Brazil! 

A young seminary student had been disinherited 
when he gave his heart to Christ. The usual help 
for his schooling could no longer be counted on. 
Vacation time came. The door of his home had 
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been closed in his face, so he decided to do some- 
ning, thing dificult for his Master. He went to a town 
ands where the gospel had never been preached before, 
with and was able to find a place to board, as well as 
He rent aroom opening on the street for worship. The 
» and owner warned the young man that plans were being 
have made to break up his first service, but he had no 
ruit- fears. During the singing of the first hymn, “On- 
ined ward, Christian Soldiers” in stalked six very sus- 
picious looking characters. They were armed to 
) eat the teeth and sat on the front seat. Others, seeing 
asn’t the calm of the seminary student, also continued 
ool? singing as if nothing had happened. Then there 


be persecuted. I shall not even be able to read my 
Bible at home, but shall have to hide it in a tree 
trunk or under a rock. But it is nothing in com- 
parison to what Christ has done for me. I hope I 
may be worthy of Him.” This she said with tears 
in lrer eyes. 

Thank God the radiance of the Christian religion 
in Brazil has not dimmed. 

After seventeen years in Brazil we find that there 
have never been so many opportunities to preach 
Christ as mow. One can always find a group to 
listen. Dr. John MacKay, probably the best author- 
ity on Latin America, says Brazil today is the 
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followed the Scripture reading and a prayer for 
these their enemies who had come to do them harm. 
After the prayer the bandits disarmed! ‘The ser- 
mon was about the Love of God for even the worst 
of sinners. At the close, the head assassin got up 
and said: “Well, if this is Protestantism, I want to 
be a Protestant too.” He made good his promise 
and was used of God in due time to win his com- 
panions in crime also. 

On the last Sabbath spent in Campo Bello before 
our furlough, a lovely but timid young woman was 
one of nine to gather for the first time around the 
Lord’s table. When she presented herself for bap- 
tism before the session, she said: “I hope you will 
think me worthy to follow Christ. None of my 
family wants me to take this step. I know I shall 


church’s greatest opportunity in the history of the 
world. Dr. Darby Fulton, our Executive Secre- 
tary who recently returned from Brazil, was struck 
with the open doors he found there. Let us go in 
and claim that great people for Christ! Let us con- 
centrate on Brazil as never before! Doors in other 
lands have been open, but they are closing. Now 
is our chance to make Brazil that happy people 
whose God is the Lord. Brazil’s population dou- 
bles every thirty years. She will be a strong ally in 
winning the other nineteen nations of South 
America. 

The way has been paved. The spiritual climate 
is being changed. We are on the eve of a great 
harvest of souls in Brazil. Will you help complete 
the task for Christ? 





Rev. Basilio Braga 


By Atva Harote* 


EV. BASILIO BRAGA was born in Mogy- 
mirim, in the state of Sao Paulo, Brazil, May 
23, 1873. When he was seven years old, his 
father and mother, José Antonio Oliveira and Anna 
Oliveira, were converted to the gospel. Rev. John 
Boyle, of sainted memory, received them into the 
church, and at the same time baptized their little 
son, Basilio. Little did he know that on'that day he 
was baptizing one of the future leaders of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Brazil. 

When Basilio was sixteen years of age, he made 
profession of faith and the minister who received 
him was the young man, Rev. Alvaro Reis, whom 
John Boyle had trained and then placed as his suc- 
cessor in the pulpit of the Mogy-mirim church. 

One year later Basilio was elected a deacon in 
this church. At this time he married and began 
teaching in the public school in Mogy-guassu. Here 
he organized a Sunday school, which soon grew 
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Rev. Alva Hardie, D.D., is an evangelistic missionary located in 


tlandia, E. de Minas, West Brazil Mission. He has served in 
Brazil thirty-six years. 


into an organized church which he directed so effi- 
ciently that he was elected an elder. The ministers 
who visited this 
little organiza- 
tion saw that 
Basilio should be 
in the ministry. 
Because of his 
being a Protest- 
ant, the Catholic 
politicians had 
him dismissed 
from the school. 
Thus the Lord 
opened the way 
for him to go to 
the seminary at 
Campinas. “All 
things work to- 
gether for good 
to them that love 
God.” 
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Parent-Teacher Association here in the United 
States put on a festival in Campo Bello several years 
ago. The usual means to raise money at civic festi- 
vals was absent—no dancing, no gambling or lot- 
tery, no selling of intoxicating liquors, and they 
stopped early on Saturday night to observe the Sab- 
bath, beginning again on Monday! Incidentally, 
more money was made than anyone dared to ex- 
pect! There were two Evangelical Christians on 
the executive board of twenty women who do the 
real work of the organization, and the women of 
the auxiliary prayed! Hence the gospel victory, and 
it was commented on far and wide! 

Would it not seem that the spiritual climate is 
being changed? 

When Dr. Gammon’s bust was unveiled in the 
public garden of Lavras, hundreds of alumni of 
Gammon Institute were present to rejoice in this 
result of their efforts to honor the founder of this 
great institution of learning whose influence for 
Christ has been so wide. There had been a terrible 
political feud going on for years, but on that day it 
was dissolved. His ex-students could not look to- 
gether on the noble face of their teacher and con- 
tinue their feud! 

Rio boasts of a beautiful square and a great thor- 
oughfare with its tesselated pavement named for 
two consecrated Brazilian ministers. Incidentally, 
both were Presbyterians. So great was the influ- 
ence of Doctors Alvaro Reis and Erasmo Braga for 
righteousness that the city wanted to forever en- 
shrine their memory in their hearts of their fellow 
countrymen by thus honoring them. 

In a secular paper in the second city of Brazil, a 
well-known law firm advertised for a couple of 
Christian stenographers; and an unscrupulous law- 
yer wanted a Protestant secretary to look after his 
private business affairs. Evangelical Christians are 
known for their integrity. 

Yes, it would seem, indeed, that the spiritual cli- 
mate little by little is being changed in Brazil! 

Some ask how we go about opening a new sta- 
tion or beginning a pioneer work of the gospel. 
We rent a house and try as best we can to make it 
a Christian home. You cannot imagine how we are 
watched, reported, and copied! We make an ef- 
fort to live as the Master would have us, though, of 
course, we make many mistakes. That great verse, 
however, in John’s letter is our comfort: “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us.” It is a glorious help to know that each new day 
is a clean sheet on which to begin a better work for 
Christ! One thing is true—if we consecrate all that 
we are and know and have, somehow or other, 
sooner or later, God can use all these for the ad- 
vancement of His Kingdom. Homely, common, 
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everyday tasks like sewing, cooking, gardening, 
English and German classes, etc., in God’s hands 
are glorified. They are points of contact, and with 
His blessing are used to win souls for Christ. He 
has used humble things like trays of food, seeds and 
seedlings. Over a simple cup of coffee there have 
been firm decisions to follow the Master, and fruit- 
ful lives were the result. Angels are still entertained 
unawares—possibilities for the gospel. 

Is it not worth while to teach a people to eat 
vegetables? The local doctor asked why he wasn’t 
being called any more to the mission school? 
Under the grace of God it was because the children 
and faculty were eating more vegetables than ever 
before. When someone asked the reason for peo- 
ple’s interest in vegetables and why this same town 
was known for its beautiful flowers, the answer was 
“the missionary evangelist’s garden and the giving 
of plants and slips.” Would the Master approve? 
These same plants and flowers brought blossoms 
for His Eternal Garden. Isn’t it all a part of chang- 
ing the spiritual atmosphere and climate? 

You of the Home Church have a right to ask us, 
your representatives on the field, “Watchman, what 
of the right? Is it passing? Are there signs of 
dawn?” We're glad to answer: “Yes, a thousand 
times yes! The stories of God’s grace foretell a 
glorious day!” 

A little village is ninety miles from the railroad. 
This group of families had only received two short 
visits from Evangelical workers. When the mis- 
sionary in charge went there, twelve were ready to 
make their profession of faith, and as many little 
children were baptized—because a Bible had entered 
a home. It had changed the life of one man; he in 
turn had invited others to study God’s Word with 
him. They believed! 

An able lawyer was given a Bible by a colleague 
who had disdained it. He was converted through 
the reading of this book, so completely new to him. 
Formerly he had been known far and wide for his 
cruelty, leaving prisoners in the local jail bleeding, 
after beating them with a rubber hose to make them 
confess to crimes of which they had been accused. 
He still has a limp from a bullet of revenge of past 
years. Not long ago he preached in the church of 
that same town on “the LOVE OF GOD that 
passeth all understanding.” From his radiant face 
there shone real love. People everywhere in the 
church exclaimed, “Oh, how great is the regenerat- 
ing power of the Holy Spirit!” 

It costs to be a Christian in Brazil! 

A young seminary student had been disinherited 
when he gave his heart to Christ. The usual help 
for his schooling could no longer be counted on. 
Vacation time came. The door of his home had 
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been closed in his face, so he decided to do some- 
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be persecuted. I shall not even be able to read my 





ning, thing difficult for his Master. He went to a town Bible at home, but shall have to hide it in a tree 
lands where the gospel had never been preached before, trunk or under a rock. But it is nothing in com- 
with and was able to find a place to board, as well as parison to what Christ has done for me. I hope I 
He rent a room opening on the street for worship. The may be worthy of Him.” This she said with tears 
; and owner warned the young man that plans were being _ in Iter eyes. 
have made to break up his first service, but he had no Thank God the radiance of the Christian religion 
Tuit- fears. During the singing of the first hymn, “On- in Brazil has not dimmed. 
ined ward, Christian Soldiers” in stalked six very sus- After seventeen years in Brazil we find that there 
picious looking characters. They were armed to have never been so many opportunities to preach 
> eat the teeth and sat on the front seat. Others, seeing Christ as mow. One can always find a group to 
asn’t the calm of the seminary student, also continued listen. Dr. John MacKay, probably the best author- 
1001? singing as if nothing had happened. Then there ity on Latin America, says Brazil today is the 
dren followed the Scripture reading and a prayer for church’s greatest opportunity in the history of the 
ever these their enemiies who had come to do them harm. world. Dr. Darby Fulton, our Executive Secre- 
wane After the prayer the bandits disarmed! The ser- tary who recently returned from Brazil, was struck 
‘own mon was about the Love of God for even the worst with the open doors he found there. Let us go in 
Was of sinners. At the close, the head assassin got up and claim that great people for Christ! Let us con- 
ving and said: “Well, if this is Protestantism, I want to centrate on Brazil as never before! Doors in other 
ove? be a Protestant too.” He made good his promise lands have been open, but they are closing. Now 
soms and was used of God in due time to win his com- is our chance to make Brazil that happy people 
ang- panions in crime also. whose God is the Lord. Brazil’s population dou- 
On the last Sabbath spent in Campo Bello before bles every thirty years. She will be a strong ally in 
k us, our furlough, a lovely but timid young woman was winning the other nineteen nations of South 
what one of nine to gather for the first time around the America. 
Ss of Lord’s table. When she presented herself for bap- The way has been paved. The spiritual climate 
sand tim before the session, she said: “I hope you will is being changed. We are on the eve of a great 
ll a think me worthy to follow Christ. None of my harvest of souls in Brazil. Will you help complete 
F family wants me to take this step. I know I shall the task for Christ? 
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Manse and Church in Sao Joao da Boa Vista, Brazil. 
Rev. Basilio Braga, pastor 


Completing his course in the seminary, Basilio 
presented himself to Minas Presbytery, which or- 
dained him in Araguary, where Rev. John Boyle 
was the first minister to preach the gospel and 
where fifty years ago he received many persons on 
profession of faith. Where other missionaries of 
our Church have lived and labored: namely, Rev. 
C. R. Morton, Rev. R. G. See, Rev. R. D. Daffin, 
Rev. G. H. Hurst, and Rev. J. R. Woodson. Rev. 
D. Lee Williamson is at present the pastor and mis- 
sionary in that field. 

Rev. Basilio Braga was placed in charge of Sao 
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Joao da Boa Vista Church, which was about to 
die for lack of a minister. 


From the accompanying picture you can see 
what fine material work he has done, but you can- 
not see the hundreds of souls brought into the 
Kingdom of God through this faithful minister of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


Rev. Basilio Braga is so efficient and so highly 
esteemed by his colleagues that they have sent him 
as their commissioner to most of the meetings of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
of Brazil. Besides that he has been for many years 
the stated clerk and treasurer of his presbytery, and 
this same presbytery has continued him as their rep- 
resentative for these past eighteen years on the 
board of directors of the seminary in Campinas. 


Loved by his people, esteemed by his colleagues, 
the Rev. Basilio Braga stands as a power for good 
in this church which he has served for twenty- 
three years. 


He received many calls from other churches, but 
his flock, as well as the tg mt of the town, will not 
hear of his moving away from them. So there he 
stays, a faithful servant of God, a useful member 
of the church councils, and a beloved citizen. May 
he long continue in this capacity. 





Thumb-nail Sketches of Some 


Brazilian Converts 


By A MISSIONARY WHO PREFERS TO BE “UNNAMED” 


WINNING BY GUILE 


Joes GOMES, though very small physically, is 
a giant spiritually. John became a believer on the 
Lord by means of personal work and Christian 
literature. At that time he lived with his mother 
who, not knowing anything of our faith, had spoken 
often and harshly against John’s new-found faith. 
He did not have the courage to tell her that he, too, 
was a believer, yet he resolved to win her to the 
Lord by guile. 

His mother could not read a word, as, unfortu- 
nately, so often happens in Brazil. John was accus- 
tomed to read to her at night, and resolved to read 
to her the “Words of Life,” without explaining the 
source, to win her by guile, for to win her was his 
greatest desire. Thus continued the reading until 
one night the mother, touched by the feeling and 
beauty of the words, exclaimed, “John, the man that 
wrote that was a saintly man.” “Yes!” he replied, 
“and this, mother, is my religion, the religion of sal- 


vation in the Lord Jesus Christ.” “Well,” she re- 
turned, “it cannot be bad.” 


Matters continued thus until an evangelist came 
through and preached in the home, preaching an 
inspired sermon on the veneration of images. The 
old mother had a large oratorio full of images of 
saints and angels. Concluding the sermon, the 
preacher sat down: while John’s mother, as he 
thought, arose to prepare the cup of coffee which 
comfort and good manners require in Brazil. Soon 
a penetrating, disagreeable odor pervaded the whole 
house. John, surprised and disgusted that an odor 
so disagreeable would dare assault an atmosphere 
which had been so spiritual, hurried to the kitchen. 
He lifted the covering of the stove and was de- 
lighted to see that all the images were being de- 
voured by the hungry flames, hence and whence the 
disagreeable odor. Shortly the old mother publicly 
professed her faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
only name given among men, and John continues 
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to win souls by every means possible, to his Lord 


and Master whom he loves and serves. 
* * * 
AMAZING KNOWLEDGE OF ERNESTO Dos SANTOS 


The missionary received a letter from a lady who 
explained that she had become interested in the gos- 

| while in a neighboring state where she had gone, 
following her husband who was a soldier. She re- 
quested that she be visited and that her children be 
baptized. The visit was made, and she was received 
on profession of faith, the first convert in that 
county, a true Lydia. Later, on the occasion of one 
of the visits, which were thereafter made regularly, 
she informed me, the missionary, with great joy that 
there was another believer, who had moved in from 
the far interior. She presented a fine stalwart man, 
asaddle-maker by trade. He declared that he wished 
to be received on profession of faith. I began the 
usual examination with misgivings, and he responded 
well, with a clear understanding of the doctrine. 
Then I went into the Scriptures, and yet he replied. 


Deeper and deeper we delved into the inexhaustible’ 


tiches of the Scriptures, and, with increasing amaze- 
ment, I could not go beyond his depth. His knowl- 
edge of the Scriptures was astounding. Not only 
did he know the facts, but his appreciation and 
understanding of them was wonderful. I suspected 
that he had had instruction by some minister and 
asked if this were so. But he replied that he had 
never seen one before my arrival. I asked if he had 
ever attended Sunday school or could sing a hymn. 
He replied that he did not know anything about 
ther. Once more, I asked why he had studied the 
Scriptures, and he explained, with an apologetic 
smile, that when younger he had led a sinful life 
and was once informed that the Bible was an evil 
book, the reading of which was a sin, and, in his 
condition at that time, he was‘naturally curious and 
wished to read the “evil” book, so with difficulty he 
purchased a Bible. It had marvelously changed his 
life and thinking and for ten years had been his con- 
stant Companion. 

Your writer hastily concluded the examination in 
fear that the candidate might ask a few questions 
ind he be not equal to ten years of constant study. 
So one more was received into the church of Christ, 
and at present his daughter is attending a mission 
school where she is learning Sunday-school work 
ind the hymns of the church. What amazing know!- 
vee and what marvels resulted from just Bible 

y! 


FaIrHFUL THouGcH PERSECUTED 


Geralda Menezes, a winsome young lady with 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 659 


sparkling dark eyes and raven hair, first attended 
our church on the occasion of a meeting directed 
by a converted priest. Soon her brothers and two 
older sisters became aware that she was attending 
church. They threatened her with expulsion from 
the home, her only home. Yet she continued, and, at 
the end of the probationary period of six months, 
was examined and received into the church. She 
invited her family and friends to attend her profes- 
sion, a custom in Brazil. They replied with curses 
and raillery and with dire threats. It seemed that it 
would be necessary to find another place to live, but 
her radiant joy, her Christian patience, and evident 
love for her family overcame all. One year later her 
sister became a professed member, and the others 
are interested in the gospel and attend services. One 
of the last pleasures of the pastor of that field was to 
invoke upon her and her Christian sweetheart the 
matrimonial blessing of God. Her fine voice con- 
tinues to be heard from the choir, praising the Lord 
who gave her strength to overcome and win her 
whole family for the Saviour. 
* * * 


SPIRITUAL HUNGER AND SADNESS 


Living some twenty miles from the largest 
church, Altivo Licio follows the Lord in his humble 
way. For many years Altivo, from the depths of 
his ignorance and superstition, hated the gospel and 
spurned the proffered explanations of his friends. 
Once a believer found it necessary to beg lodging in 
his home, due to a tropical storm which was raging. 
With great grace and skill this humble personal 
worker won Altivo to Christ. He became a be- 
liever, and what had hitherto been scorn became 
hunger and thirst. How he did love to talk of the 
gospel, to have some one visit him, to have worshi 
in his home! He won his wife to Christ, then his 
daughter, but, when he began to speak to his three 
sons, they replied with words which he recognized 
as his own! His heart has almost broken before the 
indifference and scorn of his sons. Bitter to him 
and yet even more bitter, to hear the same words 
which for a long time he himself used in regard 
to his faith in the Lord Jesus. He invites them, he 
begs, he pleads with them to come to worship, but 
they will not. Grace is great, and the Spirit pow- 
erful. Shall we not pray that these three young 
men will heed the prayers of their father? 


* * 


Thus some of the believers of Brazil speak to 
you. Are these especial cases, especially chosen? 
No indeed! They are cases that can be multiplied 
over and over again. 

Is not the work in Brazil which produces such 
men and women worthy of your love and support? 















Members of the regular faculty, Golden Castle College, Nagoya 


Japan? 


By L. C. M. Smytue* 


T THE time of writing this article 1 am on 
board the Taiyo Maru returning to America 
after a term of seven and a half years in 

Japan. I have been taking stock a little as to my 
general impressions of Japanese conditions, in their 
relations to Christianity today. 

Perhaps the impression may be held in some quar- 
ters that these are very difficult days for Chris- 
tianity in Japan, and that at best Christian missions 
can but hold on and wait patiently for better days. 
I acknowledge that I have myself at certain times 
shared that feeling. 

But during my last days in Japan, and now on 
the boat, I have been thinking over the personal ex- 
periences that have come to me in the last few 
months, and these experiences have compelled me 
to realize that not only have I no reason to feel 
discouragement, but that I must be supremely 
thankful and encouraged when I see what God has 
been doing right around me in Nagoya. I want to 
mention just a few of these experiences. 

First, there is the little church which began about 
three years ago with three young men who opened 
meetings in their own homes and determined to 
build a Christian church in their neighborhood. 


*Rev. L. C. M. Smythe, D.D., is a member of the faculty of the 
Golden Castle College, Nagoya, Japan, and has been in the field 
twenty-three years. 


Today they have a nice little building, which they 
are gradually paying for with their own money, 
after which they plan to buy the land on which it 
is erected. They have a young licentiate to act as 
minister, to whom they pay a small salary, and who 
makes the rest of his support by teaching. And they 
have a congregation every Sunday morning of be- 
tween twenty and thirty people. My last official 
act before leaving Japan was to baptize two high- 
school boys there. 

Then there is the splendid new building of the 
First Church, just erected at a cost of thirty thou- 
sand yen, at the dedication of which I preached the 
sermon, two weeks before leaving Japan. That old 
church takes on new life with a modern well- 
equipped building and a congregation of about five 
hundred. 

A week before leaving home (Japan is home), I 
dedicated a fine piece of ground for a new build- 
ing for Shimizu Kindergarten. This building is be- 
ing erected with money raised from the sale of 
Japanese kimonos in the States, but the point 1s 
that the land has been rented to us for no more 
rent than the land taxes, for a period of thirty 
years, by one of the richest families in that neigh- 
borhood. Not so many years ago missionaries were 
stoned and spit at when they tried to hold meet- 
ings in that part of the city. Today the best peo- 
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Missions 


le in the neighborhood send their children to the 
Christian kindergarten, one of them gives us the 
use of a fine piece of land, and a modern building 
can be put up to house the kindergarten with its 
enrollment of nearly one hundred children. 

My last days at Golden Castle College were spent 
at our annual summer conference. This confer- 
ence is held in the school buildings, because we 
have nowhere else to go, and the meetings, on ac- 
count of the intense heat, run from half past six 
to eleven every morning. One afternoon meeting 
is held. Out of the student body of a thousand, 
more than five hundred registered for the confer- 
ence. There were considerably over four hundred 
present every day. The special leader was a Pres- 
byterian minister, the eighteenth generation in di- 
rect descent of Buddhist priests, who himself, after 
an intense struggle, left his temple and entered the 
Christian ministry. The whole conference was 
filled with a deep spiritual atmosphere, but, as I 
left immediately at the close, I can give no statisti- 
cal report. Perhaps that is fortunate. 

Of course there is the development at the Golden 
Castle College with the splendid new building 
which had well taken shape before I left the coun- 
try. And the new land that has been purchased to 
enlarge the campus by courtesy, playground in fact, 
of the school. The money for this has come largel 
from the Woman’s Auxiliary Birthday Gift for 
1935, but both the alumnae and the Parents’ Asso- 
ciation put on drives in Japan and added their quota 
toward the fund. And we find ourselves today in a 
frightful quandary what to do about the constantly 
increasing number of girls who want to enter the 
school. The college department also shows a sub- 
stantial increase over last year. 

In my own home, my time has been filled almost 


Summer Conference of the Golden Castle College, Nagoya 








Missionary, evangelist, and two students just baptized 
at East Mountain Church, Nagoya 


to overflowing with visitors, come not for polite- 
ness’ sake, or to chat about the topics of the day, 
but to know about Christ and His gospel. There 
was the university student, who three years ago 
talked to me for four hours explaining to me how 
he could believe nothing, but who now, a happy 
baptized Christian, came down from Tokyo one 
night, returning the next, and who said: “I came 
to spend this one day with you especially to study 
the Bible.” And there was the high-school boy who 
came almost running, and said: “I want you to 
tell me what Christianity is,’ and who came again 
in frightfully hot weather from his home in the 
country to learn more, and went off loaded with 
Christian books. On my very last day I went up 
to Tokyo to visit a young fellow just recovering 
from an attack of T. B., who five years before in 
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his home in the country was falling down before an 
idol, but who, in saying good-by, knelt down by 
my side as together we prayed in the name of 
Jesus Christ to the Lord God of heaven and earth. 

Paper would fail me to tell of the others who 
have found completion of faith, strength to over- 
come temptations and bad habits, and determina- 
tion to attack the problems of their own and their 
families’ lives through the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus. 

Is it possible for a man who has had such expe- 
riences to think about discouragement? I can only 
thank God for His wonderful work and pray Him 
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for the speediest possible return to Japan where all 
that work and all those people are waiting for me. 
Send us more men to Japan. Don’t send men who 
feel that they must occupy an important place as 
missionaries. They will never do so. Don’t send 
men who feel that they must always contend for 
every one of their own convictions and opinions. 
They will have a contentious life. But if you can 
find a man who has had even the germ of an ex- 
perience of the grace and love and authority of 
God in Jesus Christ, and who is able, from his germ, 
to infect others with the same germ, send him. He 
has a marvellously fruitful field waiting for him. 





Missionary Atrivals and Departures 





Emily Lucile Dale, new 
missionary to Africa 











ARRIVALS 


From Cuina—Rev. and Mrs. James R. Graham, Jr. 
Miss Lily U. Woods 
From Korea—Dr. and Mrs. R. M. Wilson 


DEPARTURES 


Arrica—Rev. and Mrs. H. M. Washburn 
Miss Emily Lucile Dale, new missionary. 
Miss Dale was born in Atlanta, Georgia. 
She received her education in various 
schools in Georgia, graduating from the 
Toccoa Falls High School and also from 
the Missionary Institute, later taking 
medical training in St. Joseph’s Infirmary, 
and graduating as a trained nurse from 
this institution. She goes to Africa to 
practice her profession. Her station has 
not yet been assigned. 
CutnA—Miss Charlotte Dunlap 
Miss Mada McCutchan 
Japan—Rev. W. A. MclIlwaine 
Korea—Rev. and Mrs. Jas. L. Paisley 
Mexico—Mr. and Mrs. Z. V. Myers 





Hidden 


By what name is the Collegio 15 de Novembro fre- 
quently designated? 

What are the duties of a school inspector in Brazil? 

How are examinations given in a standardized 
school in Brazil? 

What did the revenue collector say of the Collegio 
1s de Novembro? 

How did John Gomes win his mother to Christ? 

Who baptized Rev. Basilio Braga? 

In what connection did Dona Bem say “Qual”? 


Treasure 


What are some of the most encouraging things 
about the work in Japan? 

What pronouncement did the Presbyterian Gen- 
eral Assembly of Brazil write into their minutes 
at the last meeting? 

What was Dona Francisca’s testimony? 

Give some incidents to show how the spiritual cli- 
mate of Brazil is being changed. 

What did the bandit leader do at the close of the 
seminary student’s sermon? 
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January 1—Rev. Motte Martin, Africa. 
January i—Rev. A. C. McKinnon, Africa. 
January 1—Miss Margaret Prichard, Korea. 
January 2—Miss Amy Robertson, Japan. 
January 2—Miss Ruth Buckland, Japan. 
January 4—Rev. W. F. McElroy, Africa. 
January 5—Miss Lois Young, China. — 
January 5—Mrs. A. C. McKinnon, Africa. 
January 6—Mrs. Wm. A. Linton, Korea. 
January 8—Mrs. L. I. Moffett, China. 
January 8—Rev. O. F. Yates, China. 
January 1o—Rev. E. S. King, Africa. 
January 1o—Rev. John B. Vail, Korea. 
January 1o—Rev. W. G. Neville, Brazil. 
January 11—Mrs. J. Wallace Moore, Japan. 
January 11—Dr. R. M. Wilson, Korea. 
January 14—Miss Aurine Wilkins, Korea. 
January 15—Mrs. Geo. H. Hurst, Brazil. 
January 15—Mrs. J. F. Preston, Korea. 
January 16—Rev. L. H. Lancaster, China. 
January 19—Mrs. W. H. Venable, China (retired). 
Home address, Chatham, Va. 


Happy Birthday to You! 


January 2o—Rev. H. W. McCutchan, China. 
January 21—Rev. C. R. Stegall, Africa. 
January 21—Mr. J. H. Wheelock, Brazil. 
January 22—Mrs. L. C. M. Smythe, Japan. 
January 24—Mrs. L. G. Calhoun, Brazil. 
January 24—Mrs. R. B. Price, China. 
January 25—Mrs. C. H. Patterson, China. 
January 26—Miss Marguerite Mizell, China. 
January 27—Miss Alice Gammon, Brazil. 
January 27—Miss Hazel Matthes, China. 
January 28—Miss Lavalette Dupuy, Korea. 
January 29—Rev. A. A. Rochester, Africa. 


Nore:—A Birthday Card with signature only and un- 
sealed, bearing a 1% cent stamp, may be mailed to any of 
the above, to the address which appears in the back of every 
other issue of this magazine. Star before the missionary’s 
name indicates “on furlough.” The home address will be 
supplied by the Educational Department, Box 330, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., on request. If cards are sealed, regular first- 
class postage must be paid—s cents to Africa, China, Japan 
and Korea; 3 cents to Mexico and Brazil. 





The Brazilian Church and Her Members 


(Continued from page 655) 


back to the things of the world. Sometimes we 
know that men and women are hearing the voice of 
God calling, but we see them harden their hearts 
and continue in the way of sin. When we think of 
the millions who have never even had an oppor- 
tunity to hear the story of Christ’s love, we realize 
that the task is only begun. 

No doubt the followers of Christ here in the 
States want to have a part in the evangelization of 
Brazil. They can make a real contribution to this 
work, even though they never walk over the Bra- 
zilian hills, even though they never speak to the 
Brazilian people. When Christ was down here in 
person He saw the great need and the golden op- 
portunity and said, “Pray ye the Lord of the har- 
vest.” Seeing the need in Brazil today and knowing 
the golden opportunities that await the evangelical 
forces there, I say, “Pray ye the Lord of the har- 
vest.” Pray that your representatives there may be 
stengthened by the might of God, that they may 
be faithful witnesses for Christ in the home and 
social circle as well as in the churches. Pray that 


the Brazilians may not have their hearts hardened, 
but that they may be prepared to hear the mes- 
sage of divine love and yield themselves to the 
Saviour. 


You can have a part in the work in Brazil by 
your consecrated giving. Give as the Lord has 
prospered you, recognizing that you are only the 
Lord’s stewards, and that some day you will have 
to stand before the bar of justice to give an account 
of your stewardship. 


You can have a part in the evangelization of Bra- 
zil by your daily, consistent Christian living. Dur- 
ing the years that are ahead, live in such fellow- 
ship with the Master that your lives will radiate 
His joy and love. Christ has said that you are the 
light of the world. Let the light of Christ shine 
out in your lives, and thus we will be united be- 
fore the throne of Grace, codperating with each 
other and with the Spirit of Christ, making the 
kingdoms of this world the kingdoms of our Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 





HOW THANKFUL ARE WE? 
Jubilee Thank Offering for Missions, November 8-15, 1936 
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How Much Do We Care? 


By Homer McMitian* 


HIS is the Seventy-fifth Anniversary of the 

Presbyterian Church in the United States. 

Large plans have been bade to mark the com- 
pletion of three quarters of a century of Christian 
service in America and to follow the lines of the 
Church that has gone across the world to embrace 
within its beneficent ministry the people of other 
lands. The achievements of these seventy-five years 
have merited the praise of 
all who love their Church 


advance. During this period, the missionary gifts 
multiplied many times, with a corresponding in- 
crease in the number of workers at home and in 
the foreign field. In 1900 the total gifts to Foreign 
Missions were $141,507. In 1928 the annual foreign- 
mission income had increased to $1,481,408. In 1900 
the total gifts to Assembly’s Home Missions were 
$26,658. In 1928 the annual contribution to Home 

Missions had increased to 


$597,588. 





and are acquainted with its 
glorious history. 

From small beginning, at 
a time of great political and 
economic chaos, the Presby- 
terian Church in the South- 
ern States, under the blessing 
of God, has steadily increased 
in numbers and power and 
influence. Through the self- 
sacrificing labors of its 





JUBILEE THANK 
OFFERING 
NoveMBER 8-15 
“And Jesus Sat Over 
Against the 


Treasury.” 


Beginning with 1929, and 
continuing through the five 
dark and dismal years that 
then followed, the annual 
supporting income of the 
Home and Foreign Mission 
Committees decreased more 
than fifty per cent. In 1935 
the total foreign-mission gifts 
were $614,553 and the total 
home-mission income was 








missionaries, Christian homes 

have been established, 

churches have been organized, schools have been 
built, and the poor have had the gospel preached 
unto them. 

To give practical effect to the Diamond Jubilee 
celebration, after calling the roll of the historic 
names of those who laid the foundations of a great 
denomination and charted its course, and after 
reviewing the Church’s wonderful achievements in 
America and throughout the world through the 
labors of its missionaries and the institutions it has 
established, it is fitting that our enthusiasm find 
expression not only in historical pageants and pro- 
grams but also in large gifts, that the Church we 
love may be put in the way of future growth and 
progress. 

The first twenty-five years of the present century 
mark the era of our Church’s greatest missionary 


*Rev. Homer McMillan, D.D., is Executive Secretary of Home 
Mission in the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


$289,512. It was with the 

greatest difficulty and with 
untold hardship and privation for the missionaries 
that the mission work of our Church, both at home 
and abroad, was saved from disaster. It was only 
because of the willingness of the men and women 
whom Christ had called and sent into the mission 
fields of the world to endure hardships as good 
soldiers of the Cross that the missionary lines were 
held and the foundations of the work preserved on 
which to build another missionary advance. 

It is the judgment of your Committees that “The 
hour of march has come.” The Church has remained 
long enough in its tents and in the trenches. A Jubilee 
Thank Offering of $250,000, over and above the 
regular gifts for the year, for Home and Foreign 
Missions, which the General Assembly is asking as 4 
fitting climax to our Seventy-fifth Anniversary cele- 
bration and as a part of the twenty-five per cent 
advance desired in our mission gifts this year, will 
enable the Executive Committees to do something 
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more for the personal welfare of the noble men and 
women who represent the Church in the field. It 
will enable the Committees to make some long 
delayed and imperatively needed repairs on mission 
buildings which have not been possible the past five 
ears. It will permit the purchase of some sorely- 
needed mission equipment, and make possible a reduc- 
tion in the debts now resting on the Committees, 
which handicap must be removed if the mission work 
of our Church is to go forward. 

With the revival of business and the return of 
rosperity, the Executive Committees do not believe 
that a $250,000 Jubilee Thank Offering is too much 
to expect. There are those in the General Assembly 
whom God has blessed with great success in their 
business ventures who will want to make a large 
thank offering for His manifold blessings. There are 





those who will want to signalize this Seventy-fifth 
Anniversary and what the Church has done for them 
and for their loved ones with gifts of $25,000. Others 
for the same reasons can give $15,000. There are 
many in the Presbyterian Church who can give 
$10,000 to this Jubilee Mission Thank Offering. 
Then there is that great multitude of people of 
moderate means to whom the Church means so much 
who will want to make gifts of one, two, three, four, 
five or ten dollars for each of the seventy-five years 
of the Assembly’s history. 

When these gifts are all totalled with the gifts of 
the Woman’s Auxiliaries, the gifts of the Men-of-the 
Church, and of the Young People’s organizations, 
and the gifts of the thousands of congregations of 
the Assembly, the Jubilee Thank Offering will be 
worthy of a great Church and a gzeat people. 





Home Missions 


and Evangelism 


An Address Delivered to 
The Diamond Jubilee Meeting of the General Assembly 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, 


Augusta,Ga. — 


May 26, 1936. 


By S. M. Gitascow* 


i ongeahe once twitted Lord Salisbury with 
the statement that Christianity had destroyed 

two great civilizations, the Greek and the 
Roman. “Yes,” assented Lord Salisbury, “and 
Christianity refuses to live with any civilization 
which it did not itself create.” Thus he voiced the 
elemental and dynamic nature of the gospel of the 
Son of God. 

Light! Light! Everywhere, everywhere, light! 
Everywhere that our intrepid pioneers for God have 
carried the beams of the gospel, light has arisen with 
healing. Tiny sparks burn in the midst of a great 
darkness; flickering flames have steadied to a strong 
glow; great beacons reach out and out with their 
beams of blessing. Thus we might epitomize and 
tuly picture the seventy-five years of Home Mis- 
‘ions and Evangelism in the work and life of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. 

When William the Silent, the Christian prince of 
Orange, died, history says, “Old men bowed in a 
broken sorrow and little children cried in the 
streets.” Wherever the life and light of this benevo- 
kent arm of the Church have gone through these 
three quarters of a century heralding the death of 
Christ, burdens have been lifted and bowed ones have 


ns 


ait Samuel McPheeters Glasgow, D.D., is pastor of the Inde- 


nt Presbyterian Church, Savannah, Ga. 


straightened like trees after a storm and little chil- 
dren have learned the angel’s song. 


Tue Forwarp GoING OF THE KINGDOM 


In colonial days the very territory that is the heart 
of our Church now was itself the great home-mission 
field of Presbyterianism. With the Scotch Irish, 
braving the wilds of western Virginia and eastern 
Tennessee and western North Carolina, with the 
Scotch Highlanders coming in great numbers to 
eastern North Carolina, with the Huguenots, cham- 
pions of soul-freedom, settling in Charleston, and 
with the Scotch setting up their worship in old 
Savannah, little lights sprang up here and there in 
this new land that must be nourished by national 
missions or they would have flickered and possibly 
gone out. 

With the Revolution behind us and settlements 
solidified in the Atlantic Coastal States, pioneering 
was encouraged in Florida, and especially westward 
into what is now West Virginia and Kentucky, 
western Tennessee, Missouri, Arkansas, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, and Oklahoma and Texas. 
The closing years of the 18th century and the first 
half of the 19th were marked by a noble pioneering. 
This movement had a telling effect on all of the 
future of that great country. 
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Well-prepared study books and challenging com- 
mittee reports have through the years carried the 
fascinating figures in this great field of endeavor and 
life investment: and it is not necessary or appropriate 
for us to seek to duplicate them in our brief com- 
ment on this occasion. 

Home Missions with Evangelism mark the move- 
ment which is the outpressing of the forces of the 
Church fulfilling the great commission in the passion 
of our Lord in extending the gospel unto the utter- 
most part of our nation. This very work has held 
the Church together and proved its sufficient inspira- 
tion in times of disintegration and threatening decay. 
Because the Church has looked with clear and 
insatiable eye upon the unoccupied fields and the 
unevangelized people and the half finished tasks com- 
mitted to her by the Master, she has been delivered 
from the defeatism of self-pity and inspired with a 
sufficient courage. 

The chaotic conditions under which this work 
began demanded a signal courage, demanded also a 
final faith and a wisdom of patience of the first order, 
and, above all, a heaven-born passion. Our fathers 
finding such in their hearts went farther and 
wrought better than a smaller faith ever could have 
conceived. So uncertain was all support and planning 
during the dark early days of the war that our 
Church could only marshal such strength as might 
be available at the moment and meet the actual and 
obvious needs as they arose. 

The Indians were an immediate object of our 
Church’s missionary evangelism, and these, together 
with the soldiers in the Confederate army, largely 
occupied our riven strength during the fateful years 
of ’61-’65. 

Devastation and signal wreckage marked the 
passage of hostile armies through the South, and thus 
prostrate at the end of the war, our scattered and 
broken resources were further plundered by an irre- 
sponsible and extravagant government in the South 
under the designing carpet-baggers and the ignorant 
and easily exploited Negroes. To whom could the 
Church look in this time of wide-spread disaster? 
To what mother-mission force could she turn and 
find that force always ready for the unromantic but 
at the same time pivotal task of rehabilitation? 
Gathering and encouraging the scattered flocks 
were the first calls upon our Church. Discouraged 
and broken congregations, with their houses of wor- 
os burned or devastated, must be heartened to their 
tasks and renewed in their passion. 


Born in such a day, facing from the beginning an 
overwhelming task, witnessing the desolation of their 
people and places of worship, looking upon their 
diminished income and source of support, no marvel 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 


November, 1936 


that, when the first rays of peace began to break 
through the war clouds, this knightly, intrepid arm 
of our Church’s life rebounded with unwonted 
strength. In the half century from 1875-1925 Home 
Missions and Evangelism accomplished a well-nigh 
phenomenal growth in the upbuilding of the waste 
areas and the actual pioneering in the unoccupied 
fields. 

So intricate and interlaced with the church’s life 
are the threads of Home Missions and Evangelism 
that one can scarcely estimate with accuracy their 
true value. Undergirding the work in every weak 
field, in every new field, and in the unchurched areas, 
nurturing the movements of the gospet in the midst 
of needy peoples; stirring the slumbering heart of 
the Church to its own proper passion for this essen- 
tial work; locking arms with synods and presby- 
teries in their local activities: “Home Missions and 


. Evangelism” is but another name for the forward 


ongoing of the Kingdom in every area except the 
immediate area of the self-supporting church and its 
work within its own congregation, and at the other 
extremity our great foreign mission enterprise. So 
soon as any church began, through a Sunday 
school or outpost, to spread the Kingdom, it im- 
mediately entered this fascinating field of spiritual 
progress called Home Missions and Evangelism. The 
growth and strength of our beloved Church today 
is the flower and fruit of this seed-sowing. This is 
not so much a branch of our Church’s work as it is 
an evidence and experience of its life and health. It 
is only a name for the normal growth and expansion 
of the living organism, the church of God. Having 
been in the early days the recipient of the blessings 
of this very enterprise in the great undivided Presby- 
terian body, no marvel that our Church, upon enter- 
ing its own individual life, should as a natural expres- 
sion of gratitude place a premier emphasis upon that 
activity which had given it life and nourished it 
through all its formative period. 

Changing conditions in the Southland have 
naturally called for diversified emphases. During 
these seventy-five history making years, this branch 
of the church has moved from the Indians and Con- 
federate soldiers to the Highlanders in our great 
Appalachian system, the Mexicans scattered over 
our plains, the Negroes in our homes, the other 
foreigners gradually filtering into our midst, and its 
great work of rehabilitation. 


Tue Heroes or FAITH 


In this titantic task, so far as human agency is con- 
cerned, the personality is the thing. One could 
profitably consume the entire time for this address 
with the roll of honor in God’s hall of fame as he 
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Home 
Missions 
recited the names of those secretaries and dauntless 
ioneers and patient builders in all the varied fields 
of endeavor whose work has been marked by the 
approval and blessing of God. Through these 
devoted lives, often at unnoted but terrific cost, the 
onflowing river of life has reached thousands. Under 
the noble leadership of these Christian statesmen, the 
great home-mission army of God’s workers, white, 
black, red, brown, and yellow men and women, has 
founded an empire from Texas to Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, and from the Ozarks to Florida, an empire 
upon which God is smiling today and to which he 
is looking for a large and telling leadership in the 
coming days. 

Certainly a decisive factor in our Church’s witness 
and work in this field has been the high order of 
secretarial leadership that has given its brain and 
spirit to the constant upbuilding of the service. 

Dr. J. Leighton Wilson (1863-1882), who com- 
bined in one the leadership of both Home and For- 
eign Missions, was a man with a saint’s heart and with 
the signal strength of a great executive. 

Dr. Richard McIlwaine (1872-1882), gifted leader 
in the now separated work of Home Missions and 
Evangelism, brought to this branch of our Church’s 
work such a gentle greatness of mind and spirit that 
it still carries the markings of his gifted and devoted 
leadership to this day. 

Dr. J. N. Craig (1883-1900) saw the coagulation 
of this work into its definite channels and brought it, 
girded with power and organized for action, to the 
beginning of the new century and the new day for 
Home Missions and Evangelism. 

Dr. S. L. Morris (1900-1930), a premier Christian 
statesman, was at the helm with skill and consecra- 
tion in the era of unprecedented expansion and 
activity in our Church’s major thrusts for God and 
His gospel on all our frontiers. 

Dr. Homer McMillan (1906——), dynamic and 
always marked by a passion insatiable, carries for- 
ward our work as it completes the year of Jubilee 
and he faces the future with a receding horizon 
under his dauntless and devoted leadership. 


Tue FRUITAGE OF THE YEARS 


Around the turn of century, 1900, the work of 
Home Missions and Evangelism was somewhat re- 
organized and the task divided. The magnificent 
field of Presbytery’s Home Missions was greatly en- 
lrged and encouraged; the additional field of 
Synod’s Home Missions, having evinced its useful- 


ess in many areas, was set to its proper tasks; the _ 


General Assembly’s work was divided in its obliga- 
ons into three services—Evangelism, Church Erec- 
ton, and Sustentation. 
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To evaluate such an enterprise and enumerate 
truly its accomplishment is a thrilling experience 
for our Church at this Jubilee season. It should 
deeply stir our hearts with profound gratitude. It 
lets us forevermore see what God is willing and able 
to do with even weak, disheveled, much impover- 
ihed, but definitely devoted instruments. Our fathers 
did not for a moment feel, however, that the 
Church should wait, should mark time, or should 
even barely hold its own. On the contrary, stepping 
forth upon faith and in obedience to a command that 
gives way to no accidental or transitory conditions, 
they literally built a spiritual empire, embracing now 
almost one half million souls, on the ashes and out 
of the desolation of a passing civilization. 

The pioneering spirit has greatly enlarged our 
borders. The coagulating of our forces has multi- 
plied our strength, both in numbers and resources. 
The outposts of yesterday are the home bases of 
today from which new outposts are constantly being 
formed. Each generation, redeeming its responsi- 
bility, has put the oncoming generation deeply in its 
debt. This debt, however, they must pay to a genera- 
tion itself unborn, through fulfilling their obligation 
to them. On and on the river flows. 

To sense the trends in Home Missions and 
Evangelism is not easy. But it is nonetheless quite 
imperative. In view of the sane spiritual and 
evangelistic notes ever dominant in our home- 
mission work in these seventy-five years past, what 
should we seek to cast up before the oncoming 
generation that will intrigue their imagination, their 
spiritual imagination; that will challenge their 
strength, their soul strength; and that will command 
their loyalty, their utmost, sustained loyalty? 

If the springs dry up, notwithstanding all modern 
scientific inventions, the people die of thirst. If the 
great campaign, world-wide, is to be steadied and 
sustained, we must keep the homebase healthy, con- 
stantly enlarged, and ever warm in its passion. The 
fundamental hope of our foreign work and all our 
financial strength is the constant nourishment of new 
areas and the instructing and training of new Presby- 
terians that they may know the history and faith 
of our Church, and may give to their generation a 
leadership grounded in the truth, therefore heroic, 
aggressive, and mighty in spirit. 

It is estimated conservatively that, of the 480,000 
members of our Church, more than 400,000 owe 
their presence in our fellowship either directly, or 
indirectly, to home-mission effort. The history of 
more than 3,000 of our church organizations, out of 
a total of 3,500, if pressed far enough back into the 
past, finds its benefactors and founders and leaders 
members of the great home-mission army. Of the 
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$9,000,000 that annually flows through the treasury 
of our Church $8,000,000 comes from churches once 
the objects of Home Mission support and encourage- 
ment. This means, mark it! that every four years 
now the churches with a home-mission origin are 
paying back into the Church’s treasury all the 
money, namely, $32,000,000, that has been expended 
on Home Missions throughout the entire seventy- 
five years of our Church’s history. Of our 2,500 
ministers and missionaries and ordained workers, a 
vast majority have come from the fields still home- 
mission in character, or from churches so close to 
the home-mission territory that their inspiration and 
life are founded on that source. 

The great mass evangelistic movements in the 
Confederate army were marked by a strange sincer- 
ity when one considers the fearful war convulsions 
surrounding them and the upheaved life of all the 
people. Glorious repercussions of the Moody move- 
ment were felt throughout our Church, and he has 
left us deeply in debt to him for many souls and for 
a richer and higher passion for the lost. Dr. J. Wil- 
bur Chapman, the prince of evangelists, found a fer- 
tile field in the South for his sane and scholarly lead- 
ership and for his intense personal concern in behalf 
of the unsaved. Dr. Chapman seemed to peculiarly 
fit into the genius and ideals of our Church. In many 
centers the late W. A. Sunday found among his 
strongest allies in his city-wide campaigns the Pres- 
byterian forces therein. And we can be glad that 
God has given us many abiding and blessed issues of 
the work of that dynamic and fearless reformer and 
evangelist. Fostered and encouraged by our Home 
Mission Committee, evangelists, too numerous to 
mention, have marked the life and growth of our 
Church. They have kept alive the fires of soul win- 
ning and of gospel preaching with expectancy, in a 
multitude of our pulpits. Along with these special 
and God-blessed seasons of evangelistic effort, our 
Church has put the constant emphasis on the home, 
on Christian parents, Christian example and Chris- 
tian training. We have believed fervently in the 
premier power of the regular work and worship of 
the church and the Godly instruction and example 
in the Bible school. We have expected and found 


therefrom a rich fruitage of souls and a steady 
growth. 


Tue Future Must Be STRONGER 


But, withal, we must bow our heads in confes- 
sion because we have not been better workers for 
God and because the fires of passion for the lost have 
so often burned low in our hearts. A cold formality 
and an ecclesiastical dignity have some times so 
dampened the natural ardor of the souls of our 
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leaders and people that the primary purpose of the 
Church has been fogged. We have become self- 
centered and satisfied. We have allowed the evangel- 
istic fervor to die out. With all that our Church has 
done, and done gloriously, and with all the similar 
movements by our sister churches in America, still, 
as we look out our souls are shocked by the stag- 
gering facts. We would pledge ourselves afresh to 
the task and seal the covenant with God, therefore, 
as we declare that the future must be stronger and 
go farther than the past. 

The actual paganism in America is heart-breaking. 
There are seven million homes in this land, settled 
largely by Christian pioneers, in which homes there 
are no Bibles, and it 1s conservatively estimated that 
there are seven million more homes with Bibles dust- 
covered and neglected. Fourteen million Bibleless 
homes! Who can estimate the darkness and desola- 
tion? No marvel that we find in this nation twenty- 
seven million souls over twenty-three years of age 
with no church relation whatsoever. Could there be 
any greater or more solemn urge upon us as we face 
our task in the coming days? 

As we look down the untrodden years of tomor- 
row and take up the journey, what? 

We must conserve our gains. What has been 
wrought by the noble men of other days in the 
mountains and in the plains, among our foreign- 
speaking peoples and our own Negroes, in school 
and hospital and church, must be nurtured, pro- 
tected, allowed to come into its day of full expe- 
rience. How idle and mischievous to support work 
while the romance of pioneering still envelops it 
and then, when the humdrum of gradual growth 
calls for a little fuller and deeper devotion, abandon 
it for more alluring fields! Thus much territory has 
been lost. This must not happen again. Our zeal 
must not rest upon thrill and excitement and the tre- 
mendous temporary stimuli only. These often mark 
the initial success of our work: but under God we 
must carry through and we must sustain our Com- 
mittee and all their fellow-laborers in sane conserva- 
tion. 

We must not fail to capitalize the deep and wide- 
spread interest in this great cause which already 1s 
strongly rooted in the heart and passion of our 
Church. Graphic and clear presentations of this 
work, as it is now set up, with its beckoning fields 
and waiting souls, must be strongly set forth, for our 
people are naturally home-mission-minded. They 
sometimes even seek to make this passion an excuse 
for neglecting other filds of endeavor. We must 
cash in on this positive, normal reaction and bring 
the pressure of this work’s possibility to bear heavily 
upon our people’s hearts and liberality. 
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Home 
Missions 


Another imperative is the imperative of expan- 
sion. Can we not definitely and practically expand 
our Negro work? Who in equal measure with the 
Southern Christian white man can bring both a 
sympathetic understanding and an accumulated ex- 

erience to this fascinating and critical task? God 
has placed these black men, not only in our midst, 
but in our hearts. We love them. They are our 
friends. We must show this love in every practical 
and fair way, and we must not fail them nor turn 
over our part of this task to others. 

Special and unremitting emphasis must be put also 
upon another practical and far-reaching outlet of 
our energies. This is a paramount opportunity. This 
opportunity is open to practically every self-sup- 
porting church in the Assembly. We speak with all 
earnestness and passion of the opportunity found in 
outpost Sunday schools, preaching points, and 
chapels in needy or promising fields within reach of 
our local churches. We call you to witness the uni- 
form blessing of God upon such efforts wherever 
faithfully put forth. Some of these outposts will al- 
ways be dependent mission points. They will never 
grow into self-supporting churches. If that is true, 
they can still be the proving ground of the future 
leadership of the church. They are the greatest 
training schools for the men and women and young 
people of the church that can possibly be found. 
They offer an opportunity for teaching in the Sun- 
day school, sharing in the service, preaching and 
soul winning and community uplift that is as thrill- 
ing as it is practical. Many of these tiny beginnings 
become independent, self-supporting churches 
through the natural changes and growth of the years. 
It is in this chapel work that we can make the larg- 
est contribution to the cause, find the greatest bless- 
ing to the individual church and its members, and 
do it on the easiest financial terms. Here is a great 
area for the activities of the Men-of-the-Church. If 
our outpost Sunday schools and preaching services 
and chapel work can clear through the Men-of-the- 
Church, they will be face to face with a possible 
service which they can actually perform in Sunday- 
school leadership and teaching, in mission preach- 
ing, and in sharing in its financing. This is a task 
men can do. This is a task men like to do. And this 
sa task by which, in the very doing, the men will be 
steadied and stirred and strangely blessed in both 
their own passion and their spiritual development. 
Such work as this lifts the Men-of-the-Church into 
an actual and apostolic service program. 

Here we touch on a new emergence in our day 
which we must patiently face. Without for one mo- 
ment despising the day of small things, or forgetting 
the marvelous returns from small village churches 
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and country work nourished and encouraged, we 
must face another demanding fact. The object of 
the Church’s work and witness is people. The con- 
trolling thing in our planning must be people. We 
should, therefore, enlarge the emphasis of our work 
where the people are, and where they are accessible 
in larger numbers. This obviously means that we can- 
not, as an Assembly or synod or presbytery, shut 
our eyes to or withdrew our hands from city evan- 
gelism and mission work simply because there are 
large and rich churches therein. If these large and 
rich churches have lost their vision or are suffering 
from spiritual paralysis, the home-mission agencies 
of the church must follow the people with the gos- 
pel. Wherever the people are the Church must go 
and shepherd them. The most poignantly pressing 
opportunities for Church expansion in the day in 
which we live are the larger centers of population. 
What difference does it make whether it’s a moun- 
tain man’s soul or a western settler’s soul or a Mex- 
ican’s soul or a Negro’s soul or just a plain ordinary 
city dweller’s soul? It was a yearning for souls that 
marked the passion of Jesus. He went where the 
people were. Our Church must take up this trek. 
Our greatest advance in the coming half century will 
be in the greater centers of congested life in our 
cities, small and great. The people are there, each 
one with an immortal soul. There is a congregation 
within walking distance of a mission or chapel. Let 
not the Church delay longer here. If the local self- 
supporting church does not have the spirit to enter 
this field, then the proper agency of the Assembly, 
the synod, or the presbytery should enter the field 
and seek to challenge the local church to finance 
the work which is there initiated. Possibly here is 
God’s solution for the problem of the second service 
on Sunday. In many churches, the evening attend- 
ance has reached the irreducible minimum. Why 
not go and preach to a gospel-hungry congregation 
in the mission chapel near by? 

“Prayer changes things.” The proclamation of 
the gospel also changes things and men. The 
calumny often voiced that.the Presbyterian Church 
does not appeal to the masses is a base traducement. 
If the Presbyterian Church is too good for the poor 
and uneducated, it is too good for Christ. The truth 
is that the Presbyterian Church lifts men and women 
out of the masses and strangely and quietly trans- 
forms home ideals, cultural capacities, and educa- 
tional aspirations after it has brought the inner and 
essential transformation of the new birth through 
salvation. Amusing incidents point the proper em- 
phasis here. Dr. A. L. Patterson, my co-laborer in 
Savannah, tells the story that when he was a student 
at King College they made a practice of carrying on 
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a mission Sunday school in a desolate section of Bris- 
tol known as “Hog Town.” Quietly they worked 
along in the simple routine way, teaching the Sun- 
day school and holding services for the people, mak- 
ing known the truths of the old gospel. Over a 
period of a few years such a change had taken place 
in that community that the name of that section of 
the city was changed from “Hog Town” to “Swine- 
opolis”! Our retiring moderator, Dr. Henry H. 
Sweets, was once a bishop! For his missionary ef- 
forts in one of the outlying sections of Louisville he 
was known as the “Bishop of Billy Goat Hill.” “Billy 
Goat Hill” was a backward, needy section of the 
city, and into this section Dr. Sweets and his fellow- 
laborers went. They went with the gospel. The 
gospel, you remember, changes things, and marvel 
of marvels, in the course of a few months, or a year 
or more, that section of the city of Louisville 
changed its name from “Billy Goat Hill” to “Angora 
Heights”! 

Behind these amusing incidents there stands a sol- 
emn and blessed truth—open to every self-support- 
ing church is the majesty and meaningfulness of 
spreading with their own hearts and voices the gos- 
pel of the grace of God. Every church needs this 
experience. God blesses this investment. Men about 
us are dying without Christ and without hope be- 
cause we are failing here. 


“ForwArRD, ALWAYS FORWARD” 


Who can say how far this great cause of Home 
Missions and Evangelism may be the determining 
factor in the spiritual conservatism and Bible-loving 
attitude that seem to mark, with perhaps an unusual 
prevalency, the section of our nation where our 
Church labors? Who.can estimate how far the earn- 
est and patient Home Mission Evangelism of other 
days has prepared the ground and made this section 
the most sought-after field for Bible-believing and 
Bible-loving and Bible-preaching evangelists and 
teachers, as well as the section of our beloved land 
where the simplicities of the gospel and the old, old 
faith still hold strong and beneficent sway? Who 
can deny that this seasoned and radiant branch of our 
Church’s work has come to the Kingdom for such 
a time as this present hour? Inured, through long 
experience, to hardships and economy, always face 
to face with the raw, cold, hard problems, and with 
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the difficult personalities, ever in work and witness 
thrown back upon the lone source of peace and 
power, still its hope and courage are undiminished 
and undismayed. Indifference and even entrenched 
opposition have not been able to stop its drive. On 
and on with an inescapable sense of sacred responsi- 
bility for the completion of its God-given task it 
has moved, carrying blessing and hope and peace. 
Who can say that Home Missions and Evangelism is 
not the very God-planned, God-equipped, God- 
called agency for ending our spiritual depression, for 
ending the vicious circle of “no funds, no pro- 
gress, no power”; and of leaving the low-vaulted past 
and present of “holding our own” as we move to 
the fore in a strongly bulwarked and sanely planned 
passion and program? 

There is an old Spanish proverb—Adelante! 
Siempre Adelante!” —“Forward, always forward!” 
We are accustomed—long accustomed—to the word 
“Forward.” It has stirred and led to the next step, to 
a step impossible apart from a new and inner equip- 
ment, it has been the watchword of armies, the pas- 
sion of civilization, the objective of education, and 
the experience of life. But in all these it is a rise and 
dip, a loss and gain. Not so with us and God. 
Through war and peace, through depression and 
prosperity, through midnight darkness and noon- 
day light, it must be if we follow Christ, “Siempre”— 
“Always,” “Adelante’—“Forward.” “Always For- 
ward.” 

There is a beautiful story of the wise man of the 
village. All the problems of the people were brought 
and laid at his feet. He was their counsellor and 
guide, and by nature and experience he had become 
indeed their safe and gifted leader. So exalted was 
his position, and so humble, and, therefore, so mighty 
his wisdom, it was believed no problem would be too 
great for him. A young man, in the flush of youth- 
ful conceit, plots to break the unbroken record of 
the wise man of the village. He carries to him in his 
closed hand a tiny fledgling, an unfeathered bird, 
end he says to the old man—“Father, what have I 
in my hand?” The old man, with searching eyes, 
seeing the protruding bill of the little birdling, says, 
“You have in your hand a tiny bird.” “And,” pur- 
sued the youth, “father, is the bird dead or alive?” 
If the father says “dead,” the boy will open his hand 

(Continued on page 681) 
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Budget Receipts—April 1, 1936—October 1, 1936 


Increase for six months 


69,742.41 































EN we lived in Italy, my father, who had 
no peer as a storyteller, filled our minds and 
our hearts during the long winter nights with 

character-building stories which have greatly in- 

fluenced our lives. One evening, wishing to impress 
upon our plastic minds that it pays always to do 

, he told us the story of a rich Hindu ruler who 

had sent his secretary to build a palace for him in 
the mountains. In his search for the most enchant- 
ing view, he discovered that the subjects of that 
privince were not only living in the most abject 
poverty but were afflicted with many diseases, and 
only misery and suffering was their common lot. 
Like the Master, he was moved to compassion for 
them, and, by using first his own and later his ruler’s 
money, he was able to relieve many who were sick 
and in distress. In due time the prince arrived to 
look over his palace, and what was his amazement to 
discover that the money had all been spent and not 
even the foundations had been completed. His rage 
knew no bounds, he struck his secretary with his 
sword and ordered his soldiers to slice off his head at 
sunrise. During the night, however, the prince had 
adream that he had gone to heaven where he saw 
the most gorgeous mansion, and upon inquiry he 
karned, to his great surprise, that it was his future 
abode. “It is the Palace of Beautiful Deeds,” said 
the angel, “built for you by your secretary’s good 
works among the poor.” It is useless to say that the 
ruler not only spared his secretary’s life but pro- 
moted him for such a wise investment. 

For a number of years you have been very good 
toentrust us with your hard-earned money, and now 
it becomes my duty and my privilege to inform 
you as to “how we have used your dollar at the 
Italian Institute,” ready to receive either your con- 
demnation or your approbation. 


Part of your dollar has been used for our children. 


As soon as I reached Kansas City, Missouri, I be- 
came aware of the fact that many of our children 
were afflicted with the common diseases brought 
about by low economic standards and poor medical 
care. Remembering that I was a humble ambassa- 
dor of Him who said, “Suffer little children to come 
umto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven,” I bent all my efforts to correct 
such conditions. 


In our nursery school, which ministers to an aver- 
—_—_—— 


"Rev, John B. Bisceglia, Th.D., is Director of the Italian Institute 
Central Chapel, Kansas City, Mo. 



































































How We Spend Your Dollar at the 
Italian Institute 


By J. B. Biscreiia* 
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Mission Building, Italian Institute, Kansas City, Missouri 


age of fifty children every day, we have made a 
definite attempt to build clean minds, strong bodies, 
and fine souls. These children come to the Institute 
every morning from nine to twelve, and receive 
periodical physical examinations, corrective exer- 
cises, the rudiments of the English language, Bible 
stories and gospel songs, fresh milk, graham crackers, 
and cod liver oil, and plenty of fresh air and sun- 
shine. 

Our’ clinic has a special department for all the chil- 
dren of the neighborhood under the supervision of a 
pediatrician. This work is both preventive and cura- 
tive, and hundreds of lives have been saved, while 
many hundreds of children are receiving a better 
start in life. 


Part of your dollar is used for our boys. 


In the last few years we have been made conscious 
of the fact that boys are responsible for the crime 
wave which is sweeping the nation, and that the 
crime bill of America has reached the staggering 
figure of thirteen billion dollars a year. Kansas City 
is no exception to the general condition which con- 
fronts the nation and the world. 

Having learned that an ounce of prevention is 
worth more than a pound of cure, we have adopted 
a program which has been a splendid preventive as 
well as a marvelous remedy. We have organized 
activities such as Midgets and Cubs (Junior Scouts), 
Scout troop, high-school and Young Men’s clubs, 
basket-ball teams, manual training classes, and camp- 
ing. 

Ta every boy we see a potential son of God. In 
every boy we see future possibilities hidden to those 
who lose sight of the fact that they come from the 
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Scenes in the Nursery School, Italian Institute, Kansas City 


land which gave us St. Francis of Assisi and 
Savonarola, Galileo and Columbus, Caruso and Mar- 
coni, the martyrs of the primitive church and the 
Waldensians. 

A representative of this group, who is now preach- 
ing the gospel, stood in one of our Young People’s 
meetings sometime ago and said, “It was ten years 
ago that I was converted by the power of the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. As I look back, I see many of 
my friends living useless lives, some of them de- 
cidedly antisocial, while others are in the peniten- 
tiary, and I say to myself, ‘But for His grace I might 
have been where they are today.’” Although this is 
one of the first fruits in this department, yet it is 
prophetic of a rich harvest in the years to come. 


We spend part of your dollar for our girls and 
our mothers. 


The question in every age has been, how to bridge 
the gulf which separate the mothers, with their seem- 
ingly out-moded ways, and the daughters with their 
ultramodern minds. This gulf widens to danger- 
ous proportions in a community like ours, where 


two cultures clash, and not one but several genera- 
tions intervene. For the mother, mentally at least, 
still lives in a small village of Italy, shackled by thou- 
sands of years of traditions and superstitutions, while 
the daughter lives in the freedom of a modern city 
which teaches that tradition is the enemy of prog- 
ress. The mother, in most instances, has been kept 
from attending school, whereas the girl feels the 
irresistible urge of knowledge and power. 

In order to bring understanding and harmony into 
a situation that was becoming more chaotic every 
day, we have organized the Girls into Blue Birds 
and Campfire groups, into Brownies and Girl Scouts, 
into Girls’ Reserve and Girls’ Circle; and the mothers 
into mothers’ clubs, where we have brought together 
the mother, in her old but dignified black shawl, and 
the younger mother with bobbed hair and the latest 
creation from Rome or Paris. We have pleaded with 
the younger mothers to meet the older more than 
halfway, and we have succeeded in convincing the 
older mothers to permit their daughters to have 
those cultural advantages which were not available 
in their native village, and to allow them some of the 
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Missions 


privileges that they had never enjoyed themselves. 

A maternity clinic was opened in order to enable 
our poor mothers to receive the proper care, and to 
give the future generation of children, which God 
sends into the world, a good start and a fair chance 
in life. If the wise men of every age are right in 
their contention that, in order to bring up a genera- 
tion of fine men and women, it is imperative to have 
a properly cared for motherhood, then we are on 
the right path when we strive to prepare a Christian 
motherhood in our foreign communities, which will 
wher into our educational, political and social life, 
healthy Christian citizens. 

We cannot say too much for this type of service 
rendered free of charge by our splendid physicians, 
who follow in the footsteps of Him who was able 
tosay: “Woman, thy faith hath made thee whole.” 


Part of your dollar is used to usher souls into the 
kingdom. 


The old Roman pagan habit of placing a gold coin 
between the lips of their dead, in order to enable 
them to pay their fare across the river, has been as- 
similated in the teachings of the Roman Church, 
where relatives pay for masses which are supposed 
to free the souls of their loved ones from the fire of 
purgatory and carry them to the refreshing waters 
of the river of life. This conception has alienated 
many souls from the Kingdom, with the result that 
indifference and atheism are rampant in our con- 
stituencies, 

Today, as of old, our people must discover for 
themselves that “the just shall live by faith.” The 
difficult task of the home missionary, not unlike that 
of the foreign missionary, is to introduce his people 
to the Throne of Grace and lead them to accept the 
free gift of God, which is salvation through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. This is being accomplished through 
a well-organized Sunday school, a large Vacation 
Church School, Junior and Senior Christian En- 
tavor Societies, Sunday morning worship in Eng- 


Lert—Girls’ Club costumed for 
program on Motbher’s Day 


BeLow—Clinic at Central Chapel, 
Italian Institute 





lish, and Sunday evening service in Italian, a 
bi-lingual prayer meeting, the free distribution of 
Bibles, and our semi-monthly publication The Mes- 
senger, in Italian and in English. 

We must remember also that the men and the 
women, the young people and the children, who 
come into this new relationship with God, repre- 
sent a net gain to Evangelical Christianity. They are 
men, women, and children who take Christ seri- 
ously, who are very much in earnest, who, in true 
apostolical spirit, leave father and mother, brothers 
and sisters in order to follow Him. They are living 
witnesses to the saving power of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ in a generation of futile debates and life- 
sapping skepticism. 

Since it is impossible for me to introduce you per- 
sonally to some of our fine people, permit me to 
present them by means of brief word pictures. This 
fine young woman requested that her future hus- 
band be baptized and received into the church be- 
fore the wedding ceremony was performed. This 
imposing gentleman, seventy-two years young, read 
the New Testament from cover to cover twice be- 
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fore accepting Christ, and upon being examined by 
the session said, “My only regret is that I did not 
become acquainted with my blessed Saviour in my 
youth.” This fine boy bears witness to the fact that 
his mother was never so happy as she has been since 
he accepted Christ. This splendid Christian woman 
counts the happiest day of her life as that day when 
her young daughter, after much praying, confessed 
her faith in Christ, her blessed Redeemer. 

Space forbids us from presenting more of our fine 
people. Just remember, however, that each person 
has a most interesting story of trials and sufferings 
to relate, each one had to stand on his own feet and 
fight all alone for his faith in a community where 
they are despised and reviled by their relatives and 
friends. This loyalty to my Saviour and your Sav- 
iour is something beautiful to behold, something 
touching and inspiring, just as it was during the age 
of martyrdom, when the Apostle Paul wrote that the 


faith of the Romans was spoken of throughout the 
world. 


We spend part of your dollar to train for service 
and self-support. 

Each day I am increasingly convinced that salva- 
tion, to any community or to any nation, must come 
from within and not from without. You cannot 
continue to export foreign missionaries to the people 
of the world and hope to Christianize them. Wider 
and longer experience in our foreign field has taught 
us the indispensability of native leadership, and so, 
in our work among the foreigners in our midst, we 
must develop local leadership if we sincerely wish 
to hasten the kingdom of God in America. 


With this end in view, we have gradually trained 
our children, until today most of our Sunday school 
and Vacation Church School teachers are young 
people who have been trained within the last eight- 
een years at the mission. We have trained also our 
own paid workers, so that now, with the exception 
of the writer and one other worker, they are all 
from our immediate constituency and nurtured at 
our Institute. We have done more, we have begun to 
return in a small way that which we have received, 
by training two young men for the gospel ministry. 
One of them is already doing a fine piece of work 
among our Cubans in Tampa, Florida, and the other, 
while waiting for an appointment in our own home- 
mission field, is in charge of our boys’ work. 

In pursuing our policy of using local talent, we 
have not been unmindful that we must secure also 
local support, hence, we have been stressing the 
grace of Christian giving. These are indeed very 
trying times for all, but especially for a community 
made up entirely of laborers, and yet, the gifts of 
our people last year were larger than they had been 
at any other time during the history of the Italian 
Institute. This is doubly significant when we re- 
member that most of it was sacrificial giving. 


The generosity of our people is expressed in the 
following incident. When an appeal was made in 
one of our Italian missions for old silver and old 
gold, a little old woman came to the platform. In a 
trembling voice she said, “You have known me and 
loved me for many years, for which I am very grate- 
ful to you. You know how my husband died in the 

(Continued on page 703) 
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F IT were right to pull back the curtain and 
Bea the loneliness and suffering and need of 

many of the unselfish, devoted servants of our 
Church, who on account of age or disability have 
been forced to retire both from labor and from in- 
come, no eyes would be , all hearts would be 
touched, and loving and abundant financial provi- 
sion and would come from the members of the Pres- 
byterian family. 

But it is not right to do this. These men are not 
beggers. They have not labored for earthly reward. 
They have spent all that they had and used up the 
energies of their lives in serving our Church and 
their own generation. They trusted God—God 
trusts His Church to see them through. 

In September, 1904, the work of Ministerial Re- 
lief was transferred from Richmond to Louisville. 
One of the first letters that came to our office, re- 
vealing the sorrow and need in one of our minis- 
ters homes, was from one of the most spirituall 
minded men in our General Assembly. It touched 
the Secretary’s heart and the heart of every member 
of the Committee. Here is what he said: “Let me 
extend my good wishes upon the new service to 
which the Lord has called you. My earnest prayer 
is that God will richly bless your labors. Here is a 
letter from one of our infirm ministers who spent 
neatly sixty years in a most fruitful ministry. He 
has labored in Kentucky, Alabama, and Texas. He 
is Now a great sufferer, at the age of 79. No more 
pitiable case will come before your Committee, and 
I know of no infirm minister who has rendered a 
more fruitful service in the nearly 60 long years of 
service to the Church. Our presbytery asks your 
Committee to do for him to the limit of its ability, 
for some of us feel that his is as worthy a case as 
‘ver came before them. To my certain knowledge, 
the best contributing churches in our presbytery are 
those trained under his faithful ministry.” He then 


tells how this minister had spent all that he had re- 
ceived from his father and all that had come to 
them from his wife’s family in building up our 
Church in the great Southwest, in planting churches 
i gtowing communities, in ministering to the need 
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of people about him, and in setting an example of 
liberality to the flocks he gathered into the fold. 

Without any spirit of complaint, this faithful 
servant of Christ and our Church wrote: 


“I regret to say that the Church has not communicated 
in any way to my necessities. My wife and I are now in 
the big road that will lead very soon to the poorhouse. 
We have felt that nearly fifty years of service to the Presby- 
terian Church in Texas would give us some right to expect 
some help. My physical condition is no better, but I endeavor 
to be patient, while my suffering at times seems greater than 
I can long endure. My pecuniary condition is too bad for 
me to give the details; it is surely enough for me to say 
that I need the sympathy and help of my brethren. I ask 
you, as far as may be prudent, to ventilate these disagreeable 
facts in my behalf as soon as you can. Our Heavenly 
Father will bless you with the riches of his mercy and grace 
in proportion to your prayerful efforts in behalf of your 
brethren who have worn themselves out in preaching the 
everlasting gospel.” 


The Secretary immediately wrote to this dear 
brother: “You must not think that the small sti- 
pend of $200 a year is considered by the Commit- 
tee a full compensation for your long and arduous 
ministerial labors. It is a matter of deep sorrow and 
constant care to our hearts that we are not able to 
increase this sum very materially. We are now put- 
ting forth every effort to secure a more liberal re- 
sponse from the churches, and I am confident we 
are going to succeed.” 


At that time the maximum amount of appropria- 
tion (given to a very few, with many dependents) 
from the Fund of Ministerial Relief was $200 and 
the average assistance to the families on the roll of 
Ministerial Relief was only $98.56 a year for each 
family. 

Patiently and earnestly we have sought to remedy 
these conditions. Much improvement was made. 
However, during the years of the depression the 
small monthly checks sent to the homes of our min- 
isters and missionaries had to be scaled six times. 
Surely there is an urgent call from conscience and 
from God that we put this work on the more de- 
pendable, Christian, business-like basis of the Min- 
isters’ Annuity Fund. 


























If I Had Known 


The Reverie of a Minister on the Eve of Retirement 


T IS past midnight, and I am sitting alone in my 

study. The fire burns low, and I have put on 

my overcoat against the cold. I persuaded my 
wife to go on up to bed, but well I know that she is 
not sleeping, for I feel her presence here still with 
me. Before she went, we knelt down hand in hand 
for our usual evening prayer. But no words came, 
we just knelt there in silence for a time, our feel- 
ings too deep for words or even tears. For I am 
facing Ministerial Relief. It seems very strange. I 
can hardly bring myself to believe it. 

I look back over the years and wonder how it 
happened that I have come to this. My father was 
a doctor, and, though he was not rich, we lived very 
comfortably and he was able to give each child a 
good education, so that I did not have to go in debt 
for mine, as did other fellows I knew. When I de- 
cided to enter the ministry, my father said, “This 
fulfills your mother’s and my dearest wish, John, and 
I'll be more than glad to see you through the semi- 
nary.” 

I can see now that I had an easy time of it. I knew 
fine men in the seminary who were always at wits’ 
end for the money with which to pay for board and 
clothing and books. I was sorry, tried to help where 
I could, but I never quite understood why they 
should always be in such straits. 

When I was graduated, I worked for a year in a 
home-mission field, then I married and brought my 
bride to the manse of a small town church. We 
were very happy there for some years, then I moved 
to a larger church, and, after a longer period, came 
at last to this city church, where most of my min- 
istry has been spent. 

I was chairman of the committee on Ministerial 
Relief in our presbytery for several years. As I look 
back I can see that I never quite understood what 
it meant to ministers to have to come on the rolls of 
Ministerial Relief I can see now that I had always 
been too secure, too comfortable myself, to be able 
to understand. I think I did my best to be a good 
chairman—to be sympathetic, kind, and just. But 
there must always have been in me some underlying 
feeling of superiority, and inwardly, at least, I must 
always have been a little patronizing. “Why,” I 
used to think, “does any minister let himself get into 
such a jam? After all, should men who are not spe- 
cially talented, who are not economically or socially 
secure, enter the ministry of a Church like ours?” 
Of course, I had not acknowledged this to myself, 
but I must have thought it, otherwise I would have 
shown in my own church a tongue and a heart of 
flame for this cause, when, as a matter of fact, I had 


only a half-apologetic manner and a wholly luke- 
warm attitude to offer. 

When Christmas time came, with the special of- 
fering for Ministerial Relief, did I present the cause 
of these aged and disabled ministers, their widows 
and fatherless children to my people as the “Inas- 
much” of Christ Himself? Did I bring before their 
eyes the long and glorious succession of prophets 
through the ages in which the man of God stands? 
Did I remind them that the tenderest and dearest 
associations of their lives are bound up with the 
ministry of the Christian Church? Did I tell them— 
what every banker knows—that, when the church 
doors close and the minister departs, other doors of 
happiness close, too, and peace and security take 
their leave? Did I bring to their remembrance the 
solemn covenant into which a church enters when 
it calls and installs a minister as pastor of its people? 
And did I tell them of the miserable and niggardly 
dole of relief which we send them—the sixty-seven 
cents a day for a family—which is all that our proud 
Church will spare from these servants of Christ who 
have spent their entire lives in His service? Did I 
tell them? Having the word, did I speak the word? 
I did not. Every time that the Christmas season came 
around again with its appeal for that special collec- 
tion, I confess that the same old shamefaced feeling 
came over me: “Why couldn’t they have managed 
better? What can I do? My people will think that 
I am begging for my own future and that of my 
family.” 

If I had known! For 1 do know now. I, myself, 
am facing Ministerial Relief—I, who once thought 
myself secure, I, who believed that, if a man man- 
aged things well, he would never have need to apply 
for relief—must now ask it for myself. 

I am sixty-three years old and I have been the min- 
ister of this church for over twenty years. I had a 
serious illness last winter, and the doctor says that I 
can preach no longer—that any overstrain or weari- 
ness may prove fatal. I have told the session and 
presented my resignation to the congregation. The 
property my father left me has all vanished in these 
last years. I have sent in my application to the chair- 
man of Ministerial Relief in our presbytery. It has 
not taken long to fill in the blanks and to state to 
the last dollar how small my income is. How strange 
that when I was chairman and read these application 
blanks, I never saw or felt the men behind them or 
sensed the human need and tragedy in those lines. 
But now I can say, as Ezekiel did, what I could not 
before, “J sat where they sat.” 

Next Sunday I shall preach my last sermons. Never 
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again shall I stand at the communion table and re- 

at those solemn words: “This do in remembrance 
of me.” Never again shall I lay my hand on infant 
heads, dedicating young children to the Shepherd of 
tender youth. Never again shall I bind young man 
and maiden together in the bonds of holy wedlock, 
and never again by an open grave shall I speak in 
sorrowing ears the words of our risen and living 
Lord: “I am the Resurrection and the Life.” 

Never again—the very roots of life are being 
pulled up. I had a dream in the old happy days. I 
would retire when the church needed a younger 
man. My wife and I would have a little house some- 
where with a study for my books and “a little cham- 
ber on the wall” for passing guests. Perhaps I 
would write there the book of my life, which every 
man wants to write. I would work among the roses 
in my garden and I would pray, oh, how I would 
pray for our Church and all its work. 

It was a dream—the reality is Ministerial Relief. 
How deep is my regret that when I was a minister 
in the prime of manhood, the pastor of a good 
church, secure for so long from the reverses of for- 
tune, I did not see what I see now, did not make of 
that special collection for Ministerial Relief what I 
might have made. Christmas—“they that preach 
good tidings” —Bethlehem, House of Bread—the Joy 
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Gift—out of these elements, the love of God and the 
flame which that love would light in his own and 
his people’s hearts, any minister, with the seeing 
eye and the understanding heart, might make of 
those old sad words, Ministerial Relief, a new mir- 
acle of joy. For he would make out of them a sure 
house, an inn, where He who once could find no 
room would be the host, and under whose roof those 
who had companied with Him so long in years of 
toil and hardship would come to rest a little while 
until they should be gathered in peace to the eternal 
home which He had prepared for them. 

It was my opportunity, and now, when the scales 
are fallen from my eyes, it is too late, and I, myself, 
must ask relief. It is long past midnight, the fire is 
out, and I am alone. An old man, worn out, depend- | 
ent on pennies gathered by little children’s hands and 
widows’ mites. Yet—how beautiful, even so, to one 
who, like Naomi of old, came in full and goes out 
empty, is the refuge of Ministerial Relief! A strange 
peace I have not known before descends upon my 
heart. Alone, I am yet not alone. Can it be true 
that in coming to Ministerial Relief, I, too, am com- 
ing to an inn, built for me and others like me, by the 
faithful hearts of those who love my Lord even as 
I love Him, and that, in the loss of all earthly things, 

I am finding Him who is more than all? 






































At the Top of the List 


Tt following letter was written, last Christmas 
Day, by a Sabbath-school superintendent: 

“Inclosed you will find check for $15.02, 
which represents the JOY GIFT given by our 
Sabbath school. 

“This little school, in the suburbs of a paper-mill 
town, has an enrollment of about forty; church 
membership of about thirty-five. 

“I told them, last Sabbath, that we all gave to 
many other causes, the Red Cross, the Will Rogers 
Fund, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, nursery for under- 
privileged children, an incubator for our hospital, 
Boys’ Band, our own children, friends, and loved 
ones, all of which were fine, worthy causes; but we 
were forgetting to look after the most important 
part of our program, even more important than our 
own loved ones: God’s servants who, with their 
loved ones, had worn themselves out in service for 
Him to us; God’s—and, through His appointment, 
our—old ministers, who needed our help more than 
any one else; and I wanted them to be remembered 
whether the rest of us got anything or not. 

We had a Christmas tree; and, before anything 






















else was done, we took up our JOY GIFT en- 
velopes; and here it is, and I can assure you we all 
have received more joy in giving this present than 
any we have received or given. These people are 
either in the mill here or farming people, none of 
them rich in this world’s goods, but they are rich in 
the grace of giving. 

“We are all asking God to bless this little gift just 
as He did the loaves and fishes which Jesus asked 
Him to bless in the long ago; and to multiply it, { 
with all the other Joy Gifts, so that our dearly 
beloved old ministers with their families may have 
plenty and to spare. And that they, and also you 
who work so diligently to bring this happiness, may 
all have a Merry Christmas, and a happy, prosperous 
New Year, in His service, is my prayer.” 

This superintendent has the right idea. Members 
of the Presbyterian Family ought to be reminded 
more constantly that, while they give to every good 
cause that is presented to them, they do sometimes 
forget the most solemn obligation of their Church: 
“Even so hath the Lord ordained that they that 
preach the gospel should live of the gospel.” 











A Joy Gift Indeed 


(The following letters were all received at the Louisville 
office last December—letters from givers and letters from 
receivers—all expressing the twofold joy that this gift 
brings.) 


“Iy BLESSETH HIM THAT GIVES...” 


“My wife and I are enclosing our usual Christmas 
offering, to go to some needy old fellow-servant of 
the Lord, or to a widow,—wherever you see the 
need is most pressing. We are glad to have some 
other person use the money, rather than giving it 
to each other.”—-(From a minister.) 


* * * 


“It is my pleasure and privilege to send my 
November salary check on to the Ministerial Relief 
fund, and I wish it were ten times as large.” —(From 
a teacher in one of our mountain schools.) 


* * * 


“I am enclosing a check as a Joy Gift for Minis- 
terial Relief. I am a widow—please send it to one 
who is lonely for her husband who has gone on 
before.” 

* oo * 

“It is with a great deal of pleasure that I send 
you the enclosed check—the Joy Gift from our 
Woman’s Auxiliary. This has indeed been a ‘Joy 
Gift’ from our women. It is wonderful to see how 
they, out of their little, have responded to the need 
of the aged ministers. I am sure we will all receive 
a rich blessing in return.” 


‘“. . AND HIM THAT TAKES...” 


“This is to acknowledge and to express our sincere 
appreciation for the check received from your office. 
There is a mingled feeling of grief and gladness con- 
cerning it: Grief at being in such need, and glad- 


ness for the loving provision of the Church. I can 
feel the reality of the sacred words, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” 


* * * 


“Little did I realize last year, when I worked so 
hard to make the ‘Joy Gift’ program a success, that 
this time J would be receiving some of the funds 
from your Committee. I surely appreciate and need 
the check, and it is a great comfort to know that I 
will get it every month. You have been so very 
generous with me and my family. I just hope we 
are not getting more than our share. If it were not 
for my children, I would not accept it, but would 
let my part go to some old and needy minister or 
his family; but I do so need it now for my children.” 


* * * 


“The special check you sent in December was a 
most welcome surprise. I was bankrupt, and such a 
condition is not conducive to a joyful Christmas. 
The check put my mind at ease, and I had a quiet, 
happy Christmas. Wherever I am, I always pay some 
board, and at the same time make myself as useful 
as possible. I am too deaf to take a regular class in 
Sunday school, but as a substitute teacher I have 
wonderful opportunities. I am happy here. My 
grandson tries to make me feel that his old grand- 
mother is welcome to the best he has.” 


* * * 


“My, but I am proud of that lovely check you 
sent me! Thank you so very much for it; it will 
help a lot. Now I can have some dental work done. 
Our auxiliary will remember with a ‘Joy Gift’ 
offering for Ministerial Relief. Part of my check 
will go straight back to you!” 





The Christmas Service for 1936 


is called “Glory to God.” It is not a pageant, but 
a service of praise in Scripture and song. 
Provision is made for a new feature—a Speaking 
Choir—the use of which has proved so effective in 
many groups. However, if this is not possible in an 
individual church, all the Scripture may be pre- 
sented by one or two readers. Further adaptation 
may be made to fit the program to large or to 
small churches. 
The service falls into three parts: 
“All the earth shall worship Thee”; 
“Praise ye Him, all His angels”; and 
“Bless the Lord, O my soul.” 


Opportunity is provided for the presentation of the 
“Joy Gift” and for the consecration of life and 
service. 

In addition, the Committee of Christian Education 
and Ministerial Relief has prepared other services 
adapted to use in any church of any size. Samples 
of these will be mailed free of charge and sufficient 
numbers will be given to any Presbyterian church, 
U. S., or, organization thereof that desires to use 
them. Beautiful offering envelopes for the Joy Gift 
may also be secured, free of cost, in any number 
required. Order from 410 Urban Building, Louts- 
ville, Ky. 
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Che Fellowship of Praver 
tied I shall attend to my little errands of love I shall take time to watch the beautful light 
Early, this year, Of a candle’s flame: 
So that the brief days before Christmas may be I shall have leisure—I shall go out alone 
Unhampered and clear From my roof and my door; 
d so Of the fever of hurry. The breathless rushing that I shall not miss the silver silence of stars 
that I have known in the past As I have before; 
inds Shall not possess me. I shall be calm in my soul And, oh, perhaps—if I stand very still, 
reed And ready at last ied And very long— mu 
For Christmas: “The Mass of the Christ.” I shall kneel I shall hear what the clamor of living has kept from me— 
at | And call out His name; The angels’ song! 
very —by Grace Nott Crowe. 
/ we used by permission of Good Housekeeping Magazine 
ni As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying 
> de in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
nt Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked 
ie shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth. 
And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.—Luke 3: 4-6. 
fas 8 Blessed are those servants, whom the Lord when he cometh shall find watching: verily I say 
cha unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and 
ee serve them. 
tein And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed 
oe are those servants—Luke 12:37, 38. 
ss in And it happened, in the late golden days of October, that a certain woman went to her neigh- 
have bor’s house desiring to speak with her. And she found her in the guest room, and behold the bed 
My and the table were piled with many small packages, wrapped in gay colors of paper and tied with 
and- bright ribbons. She saw, too, many envelopes, addressed and stamped, lying on the desk. Where- 
fore she asked. in great amaze, “Already?” Whereunto her friend made answer, “I had a strange 
dream last Christmastide, and because of it, I have set apart my guest room that in it I might make 
ready. It was the evening of Christmas day. My husband had taken the children to their grand- 
you mother’s and I sat alone by the fireside. So weary was I that, sitting there looking into the flames, 
will I said, ‘I am weary unto death of this hurry and worry and rush—of getting ready and of clearing 
lone. up. Thank God, Christmas is over for another year.’ I must have dozed off, for, suddenly, it seemed 
Gift to me that a Presence stood by me and I heard a voice that said, 
heck “‘Thank God,’ you say, ‘that Christmas is over for another year.’ Yet once more, as so long 
ago in Bethlehem, I came unto my own and my own received me not. I came to you and to your 
house that I might bless you, but, although a candle welcomed me from your window, and chil- 
dren’s voices sang ‘Silent Night, Holy Night,’ in your street, I could find no room, no time, no 
place, where I might speak with you face to face, as a man speaketh with his friend. You were 
cumbered with much serving, and, while you were busy here and there, once again, as so often 
before, I heard it said, ‘No room! No room! Pass on, thou Man of Galilee.’” 
f the “I came to myself with a start. Vision or dream, I knew whose voice it was that spoke with 
and me, and some old, old words came to me, ‘Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight. 
And, all through the year, I have been getting ready. Into each small gift, each card, have gone 
ation thought, love—and a prayer—for the one who is to receive it. It has been worth it. For already 
vices joy fills and overflows my heart. Thank God that Christmas comes again! For this year, I shall 
nples be ready, awake, still and listening—if perchance He should call.” 
wor PRAYER 
; as “Let us see Thy guiding star and hear a music not of earth. Let not our souls be busy inns 
Gift that have no room for Thee and Thine, but homes of prayer and praise, ready for Thy welcoming. 
aes Make us to know that near us, even in our city, is Christ the Saviour, whom, seeking with joy, we 
asl shall find.” 
a 
























Enlisting Student Interest 


ERHAPS the reaction of the students on your 
Pp campus to the activities and aims of your 
Presbyterian Student Association is not as 
favorable or as satisfactory as it has been in months 
past. Are you wondering what is wrong and what 
can be done to remedy such a condition? 

One large Presbyterian Student Association in our 
Church realized that student response and attendance 
were diminishing after the first few months. College 
life was becoming more familiar and more demand- 
ing of the student’s time. Since the very purpose 
of the Association, is, of course, to provide spiritual 
life and service for the students away from their 
home church, this group wanted to have something 
to give to students that would appeal to them and 
keep them interested. 

To find out what was wrong, the student leaders 
went to the students themselves. A discussion group 
was planned for one of the Sunday night programs 
on the subject, “About Ourselves.” Questions con- 
cerning the programs, social activities, the friendli- 
ness or unfriendliness of the church and students, 
reaction to social service work, to the sermons, and 
to the program of the Association itself were pub- 
lished in the student paper before the night of the 
program. 

The Student Counselor was in charge of the dis- 
cussion and began the program by listing on the 
blackboard some of the weak points of the Associa- 
tion which the members of the cabinet suggested. 
These points were discussed by the members. 

The results were interesting: Since the subject 


appealed to the students because it was something 
in which they were concerned, response was im- 
mediate and helpful. The following suggestions were 
among those made by the students themselves: 

1. Give every one the feeling of having a definite 
part in the work of the church and of the Association, 

2. Use more people on the programs. 

3. Find out who were active in church in their 
home towns and try to use these young people im- 
mediately. 

4. Have people list preferred subjects for pro- 
grams and use those students on the program who 
are most interested in that topic. 

5. Try to foster interest in the work during the 
week and keep it from being a Sunday organization. 

6. Increase individual friendliness to and interest 
in newcomers and students who are not regular 
members. 

7. Present teachers and speakers who will give a 
fresh approach. 

Such questions were discussed as “Do people feel 
a real need for God? Do you find the spirituality 
of this church adequate and complete?” Students 
were encouraging in their suggestions to deepen and 
enlarge this aspect of the Association program. 

Program of this type will wake up to our respon- 
sibilities and get us out of ruts if we have been doing 
the same thing without much variation for a number 
of months or even years. Why not try it? An in- 
ventory may help you and the student leaders to offer 
something which has been missing in your organiza- 
tion. 





Auxiliary Notebooks of This Season 


ft =~ Auxiliary notebooks on Christian Educa- 
tion and Ministerial Relief showed great im- 

provement in quality and in numbers over 
former years. Twelve synodical and thirteen presby- 
terial notebooks were entered in the annual contest 
through the Montreat office. 

The judges awarded the blue ribbon for first 
synodical honor to the South Carolina notebook, 
made by Mr. W. Kirk Allen of Greenville, and the 
red ribbon for second synodical honor to that made 
for Kentucky by Mrs. Samuel Sebren of Fort 
Thomas. 

First presbyterial honor went to the notebook 
from Meridian Presbyterial, made by Mrs. W. F. 
Skaggs of Laurel, Mississippi; and second presby- 
terial honor to the one from Piedmont Presbyterial, 


made by Mrs. Gertrude H. Matthews of Easley, 
South Carolina. 


The arrangement and divisions of these notebooks 
were logical, and, in the case of some, artistic. Be- 
tween their covers were letters, maps, charts, pic- 
tures, clippings, pamphlets, reports, programs, 
minutes, and directories of C. E. and M. R. officers. 
The most unique features included illustrated ac- 
counts of the purposes of Church colleges and of 
student work at State universities, records of con- 
tacts with other secretaries, and definite calendars 
of cause activities. Among new additions to the 
books were Montreat conference memories, goals 
for the Diamond Jubilee Year, and educational ma- 
terial for the Ministers’ Annuity Fund. 
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IRST of all, we ask that you read thoughtfully 
the message of the “Fellowship of Prayer,” and 
that you share this message with your friends, 

as a first step in your preparations for December. 

As we wrote you in this Department last month, 
your Committee in Louisville has a series of cards 
for use at this Life Dedication season. We suggest 
that you send for samples of these cards and make 
your plans to have them widely used in your church. 
(Postage will be appreciated when sending for 
samples.) See that the cards are distributed early 
in December through all the organizations of your 
church. Then get a list of the names and addresses 
of your absent church members, and enlist members 
of the Home Circle to write them, enclosing Joy 
Gift envelope and Life Dedication card in each let- 
ter. Ask the prayers of your Prayer Band and of 
all to whom you speak, for the blessing of the Holy 
Spirit on the use of these cards. 

In seeing that the Joy Gift envelopes are dis- 






















For Secretaries of C. E. and M. R. 


tributed promptly and effectively, you may wish to 
follow the plan of one Secretary who had a personal 
note written to each member of the auxiliary. Some 
notes contained Scripture verses about giving, some 
had snatches of songs, but in each she tried to place 
the personal element. Another Secretary who 
wished a letter to reach each member, enlisted the 
help of a number of the business women, who were 
delighted to use their trypewriters for the Lord. 

A further use of the Business Woman’s Circle has 
been made in a number of churches. These have 
held the December Auxiliary meeting at night, in 
order that the members of the evening circle may 
attend. In some cases this meeting has been open 
to the public, and in some the Business Women 
themselves have been in charge of the program. 

You will wish to see that Joy Gift posters are 
made and displayed well in advance; so have your 
friends begin hunting through old magazines for 
appropriate pictures. 
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Home Missions and Evangelism 
(Continued from page 670) 










and let the little bird flutter forth. If he says “alive,” 
an imperceptible contraction of the muscles of the 
boy’s fingers can silently crush the life of the little 
bird before he opens his hand that the father may 
discover his mistake. The old man ponders as the 
youth waits, and then these words come from his 
thoughtful soul to the question, “Is the bird dead or 
dive?” The sage replies, “As you will, my son, as 
you will.” The bird may become a thing with wings 
and a song. It may live in the tree tops and greet 
the dawn and bless the passerby with carols of cheer 
and hope, or it may become a crushed, lifeless, use- 
less form. “As you will, my son, as you will.” 

This living organism, the great work of Home 
Missions and Evangelism, is in your hands. It is in 
the hands of the oncoming leadership of our Church. 
It may continue to live, it may grow far beyond its 
accomplishments in these past seventy-five years. It 
may become a thing with wings and a song and a 
tumph, bearing the marks of God’s approval and 
power: or it may become a mere form, lifeless and 
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useless. In the words of the wise man, a greater than 
he is saying to our Church, as it faces the future with 
this premier service pulsing in its hands, “As you 
will, my son, as you will.” 





A Great Matter from a Little Fire 

(Continued from page 695) — 
special ones) to the study of the Bible, using the 
auxiliary plans and materials, but no intensive five- 
four class has been attempted. The actual study of 
the Bible at home makes individual participation the 
happy general rule at the meetings. They deeply 
appreciate their year’s Bible study on the Holy . 
Spirit—the first such light they have ever had, they 
say. 

Th the worst of the winter weather both these 
meetings were held on the same day, before and 
after the lunch-dinner brought to the church, but 
with good attendance and happy results. Indeed, 
joy is the keynote in all this service, for the afore- 
mentioned “three sticks” have, under God’s blessing, 
kindled a spiritual and social “fire” that is warming 
and refreshing the whole life of that whole com- 
munity. 
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Youth 


Today 


By Wa tace M. Atston* 


INTRODUCTION 


T was recently said of a well-known American 
journalist that in his opinions he tends to vibrate 
rapidly between an ecstacy and a phobia. This is 

an apt description of the views which a good many 
people entertain concerning youth today. Often 
some book or quoted statement, some contact with 
a group of young people, or perhaps an experience 
with a single young person becomes the basis for 
unreliable generalizations about youth. Needless to 
say, it is not possible to generalize about young peo- 
ple today with any degree of accuracy. There are 
both lights and shadows in the youth situation 
around the world. Modern youth cannot be under- 
stood apart from a knowledge of the factors which 


largely control their thinking and determine their 
actions. 


Tue Dark SIDE OF THE PICTURE 


Many youth today are being victimized by con- 
ditions over which they have little control. Our 
civilization is sick. Young people find themselves 
enmeshed in a pleasure-seeking, profit-grabbing ma- 
terialism. They have caught the spirit and have 
entered with their parents into the unending pursuit 
of second-rate values. In this environment, youth 
necessarily faces crucial decisions with the strong 
impulses and passions characteristic of adolescent 
development and with immature experience. 

When the history of these depression days has 
been ws written, it is probable that no group 
in American life will appear to have been brutalized 
so much as the youth of these tragic years. Mr. 
Homer P. Rainey, Director of the American Youth 
Commission, disclosed recently that there are about 
5,200,000 young people, or approximately 40% of 
the young people of the nation between the ages 
of 16 and 24, who are neither gainfully employed 
nor in school. 

In truth, we are swelling the ranks of tramps and 
criminals with potentially useful young American 


*Director of Young People’s Work, Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


citizens. The annual report of the Police Commis- 
sioner of New York City states that, of those last 
year charged with burglary, by far the majority 
were youths—first offenders and unemployed. Dr. 
George F. Zook, President of the American Council 
on Education, stated recently that this situation 
“may constitute a fundamental threat to national 
welfare.” He reported that of all arrests recorded in 
the Justice Department in 1934, 114,233, OF 37.5 per 
cent, were under twenty-five years of age, and 15.1 
per cent under twenty. When we consider that, ac- 
cording to Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Chief of the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation, there are 150,000 un- 
caught murderers in the United States, and that a 
large percentage of these criminals are young people, 
we begin to appreciate the devastating effects of con- 
tinued youth idleness and unemployment. 

Dr. I. Newton Kugelmase, of the New York City 
Children’s Hospital, recently stated in the Scientific 
Monthly that the long-continued depression has left 
serious scars on 6,000,000 children in the United 
States, and that many of these under-privileged and 
under-nourished children are very likely to become 
problems for society as they grow into young man- 
hood and womanhood. Of serious consequence 1s 
the mental and mortal disturbance in the young life 
of our time, caused not only by the lack of proper 
nourishment in wholesome quantity, but by unnat- 
ural home conditions, fear, and anxiety, and the loss 
of hope and expectation. Society will be paying for 
the depression in the blighted lives of young people 
for many years to come. 

Many youth are being exploited today by un- 
scrupulous interests. It is difficult for those who have 
the good of young people at heart to envisage the 
utterly ruthless debacle into which youth is enticed 
deliberately by $65,000,000 annual expenditure in 
liquor advertising. The liquor interests of America 
are waging a carefully planned campaign among 
youth. Recent published facts indicate that the cam- 
paign is succeeding. During 1935 the consumption 
of distilled liquor increased nearly 50% as compared 
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with 1934. The consumption of beer has grown 
from over 29,000,000 barrels in 1933 to Over 45,000,- 
ooo barrels in 1935. The American people are spend- 
ing approximately $2,000,000,000 a year for alcoholic 
beverages. The liquor trade journals have: many 
times stated that youth constitute their greatest 
challenge, and have reiterated their objective to con- 
vert our young people into inveterate drinkers. 

One does not need to be more than a casual ob- 
server to see the manner in which our youth are 
being exploited by the gambling interests. We are 
spending the staggering sum of $2,500,000,000 each 
year on various gambling schemes in the United 
States. The movie industry, despite recent improve- 
ments in the caliber of the pictures offered to the 
public, has exploited our youth with shameless and 
salacious films, leaving scars upon the imaginations 
of youth, the serious consequences of which only 
time will reveal. 

Nor are we yet done with the evil of child labor. 
Some months ago we were encouraged because of a 
temporary cessation in this age-old form of youth 
exploitation. The Children’s Bureau of the United 
States Labor Department recently issued a report 
of conditions in the field of child labor which 
revealed that in the seven months following the 
abandonment of the N. R. A. codes regulating em- 
ployment, 55% more boys and girls, ages 14 and 
15, were certified to work than in the whole of 
the year 1934. 

Furthermore, thousands of youth today are 
morally and spiritually neglected. More than em- 
ployment, an opportunity for an education, or pro- 
tection from exploitation, the youth of America and 
of the world need moral and spiritual instruction and 
guidance. Dr. Wilhelm Pauck, of Chicago, said at 
Austin Seminary recently that in his judgment the 
youth of America are on the whole religiously 
illiterate. This does not mean that our young people 
are irreligious. They are simply reaping the harvest 
of neglect. Many fathers and mothers have abdicated 
their place as teachers of right living and of the 
truth of the Christian religion. Our schools are so 
scularized that adequate week-day religious train- 
ing in many localities appears to be out of the ques- 
ton. Our churches are only beginning to accept 
their responsibility for the religious training of chil- 
dren and youth. We are reliably informed that 
7,000,000 children and youth in America receive 
no religious instruction whatever. 


Tue Bricut Sipe oF THE PICTURE 


Lest such facts should lead us into a state of phobia 
about modern youth, let us pass to some considera- 
tons that are more encouraging. 
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There never was more genuine concern among 
adults in state and church for the welfare of youth 
than today. The C. C. C. Camps, the splendid activi- 
ties of the National Youth Administration, the ad- 
mirable leisure-time efforts in many local communi- 
ties, and the work of the American Youth Commis- 
sion are but illustrations of the constructive social 
attitude toward youth needs and problems. As an 
example of the intelligence which such social agen- 
cies are exhibiting, let us cite the recent announce- 
ment of the plans of the American Council on Edu- 
cation for a five-year intensive survey of youth’s 
problems. This Commission, which includes New- 
ton D. Baker, Robert M. Hutchins, and John W. 
Studebaker, has revealed a fourfold program of in- 
quiry which includes: 


1. An analysis of the characteristics of youth, and 
an evaluation of the influences to which they 
are subject. 


2. A study of commonly accepted goals in the 
education of youth to determine the adequacy 
of these goals in relation to the social, eco- 
nomic, and political trends. 


3. An investigation of agencies concerned with 
the youth problem and the recommendation 
of procedures which seem to influence young 
life effectively. 


4. A systematic popularization of desirable plans 
of action through conferences, publications, 
and demonstrations. 


The influence of Christian forces for the educa- 
tion and guidance of youth were never more effec- 
tive than today. There are approximately 15,000,000 
young people in the Protestant Sunday schools in 
this country. More than 15,000 Vacation Church 
Schools are being held each summer, touching an 
estimated number of 1,500,000 children. Thirty- 
eight states have provided plans for releasing time in 
public schools for the purpose of giving young 
people religious instruction. It is reported that 250,- 
ooo children are given these privileges. The denomi- 
national young people’s organizations in America 
reach approximately 1,500,000 youth. Two hundred 
thousand boys and girls are found studying in Chris- 
tian schools and colleges. The Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Associations are organized in more than one 
thousand American communities with an enrollment 
of more than a million boys, while the Young 
Women’s Christian Associations total approximately 
500,000 members. Dr. John R. Mott reported re- 
cently that, whereas fifty years ago there were only 
about 300 societies for Christian fellowship and serv- 
ice in our colleges and universities, there are now 














































more than 1,500. Fifty years ago there were in all 
other lands fewer than 200 such organizations, while 
now there are nearly 2,000. Today we have the 
World’s Student Christian Federation, uniting some 
3,000 Christian societies of various names in over 
thirty nations on all continents with a combined 
membership of 300,000. The United Christian Youth 
Movement, “Christian Youth Building a New 
World,” includes more than seventy-five denomina- 
tions and Christian agencies and touches the lives of 
more than 10,000,000 youth in the United States and 
Canada. Who can give serious consideration to such 
facts and remain with a phobia about youth? 

Perhaps the most encouraging factor in the youth 
situation at the present time is the attitude of young 
people themselves. Adults who have kept close to 
the life of youth in these years through which we 
have been passing report a marked change in the 
mood of our boys and girls. There is a new serious- 
ness and a more determined effort to grapple with 
real problems. This change of attitude may be illus- 
trated by considering a letter which Dr. A. Herbert 
Gray wrote in October, 1923, giving his observa- 
tions of American student life: 














































































































“American students are strangely docile in mind. Every- 
where eise in the world I find the rising generation in con- 
scious and in tense rebellion against the conventions and 
methods of life and thought which dominated their fathers, 
and which led the world to the present disaster. But I found 
among your students little or none of that burning passion 
to discover a new way for mankind, which is the real hope 
of the world today. They seem to suffer from some strange 
paralysis of the will, they often seem to lack the power to 
adopt a purpose and then follow it tenaciously and indepen- 
dently. I did not find the normal percentage of clear-cut 
personalities among them.” 




































































Dr. Gray would not write these things about 
American youth on our college campuses today. To 
be sure, our campus life is far from being ideal, but 
an honest observer of youth in this country at pres- 
ent would be compelled to report a new earnestness 
and a responsiveness to intelligent efforts at moral 
and spiritual guidance. Where youth have become 
committed to Jesus Christ, there is a growing sense 
of obligation and mission to build a Christian social 
order and to make actual the splendid statement of 
Christian youth at Lake Geneva in 1934: “We are 




































































684 THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 








November, 1936 


determined, so far as possible, to live henceforth as 
if the Kingdom were now here.” 


Our CuHurcH ProGRAM FOR YOUTH 


For many years the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
has been attempting to meet the needs of her youth 
in a program including instruction, worship, vesper 
activities, recreation, and service projects. What are 
the objectives in this work in which our Church 
through its Young People’s Staff attempts? 

1. We are trying to stamp the young people’s pro- 
gram of our Church with the great evangelical con- 
victions of the reformed faith. Our Church believes 
that youth need a knowledge and a proper concep- 
tion of the Bible—the Word of God, His revelation 
to men, the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 
Our Church believes that youth need to have an 
experience of the living God Who has made Him- 
self known to men through Jesus Christ, His divine 
Son, our Saviour, Friend, and Living Lord. Our 
youth program is witnessing to the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit who convicts men of sin 
and operates in the human heart to cleanse and to 
renew the inner life in order that He may be our 
teacher and our guide into new truth. 

2. We are trying to discover the interests and needs 
of the young people of our Church in order that we 
may make our program vital to their lives. We recog- 
nize that we are dealing with three groups of ado- 
lescent boys and girls: Intermediates (age 12-14); 
Seniors (15-17); and Older Young People (ages 
18-23). Through our materials for each age-group 
the effort is made to adapt the program of Jesus 
Christ to the needs and interests of the boys and 
girls with whom we are working. Our Church has 
provided the Pioneer program for Intermediates, the 
Kingdom Highways program for Seniors and for 
combined groups, and the Fellowship program for 
Older Young People. 

3. We are trying to create and promote a unified 
young people’s program which will contribute to- 
ward unifying the whole program of the Church. 
Our youth program is based upon the assumption 
that our young people in their organized activities 
are not simply attachments to the Church, but are 

(Continued on page 704) 
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Impressions of the Young People’s 
Leadership School 


By Watson Street* 


HE Young People’s Leadership School of the 

Assembly met at Montreat, N. C., July 14-21. 

The attendance was restricted to members of 
Synods’ Councils, and over two hundred of these 
youth leaders enjoyed a week of training and inspira- 
tion that resulted in an increased knowledge and 
enthusiasm for the work. Sixteen synods, out of the 
seventeen in our Church, were represented, and 
several entire synods’ councils were present to take 
advantage of the opportunities offered. 

The school was tutored by a strong faculty along 
lines of interest and need and benefit. Mrs. Lillian 
Curtis Painter, assisted by representatives of the de- 

artments of our Church, led the entire school in a 
sudy of Our Church Program. Some of the out- 
standing ministers of our Church, particularly young 
ministers, showed us the mind of Christ on some 
of our current problems, leading interest groups on: 
Personal Christian Living, Sharing Christ with Others, 
Facing Life on the Campus, the Christian and Com- 
promise, and the Church and Modern Society. 
Dr. John A. Mackay of New York City who re- 
cently became president of Princeton Theological 
Seminary, led our Morning Bible Hours on The 
Christian Understanding of Life, and in the evening 
he spoke on Youth in These Times. This faculty was 
ably led by Rev. Wallace M. Alston, the director 
of Young People’s Work of the General Assembly, 
and in the task of directing the school he was assisted 
by Mrs. W. A. Turner, dean of the school. 

[have given this brief and general picture of our 
school only as an introduction to a discussion of 
some impressions that I received. There is no need 
here of a specific report of the school, for this has 


been ably done by others, and any necessary details 


are probably familiar to the reader through informa- 
tion published in advance of the school. But per- 
haps the reader will be interested in learning some- 
thing of the general spirit which prevailed and of 
some impressions which I received and which I think 
were felt by all. 

There was an element of hope which this school 
created in the hearts of those attending. Very often 
l our communities we lose sight of the greatness 
of our work; we permit our vision to be confined to 
the landscape of our own locality, and we see our 
task only in the light of a small community. So often 


there is a loss of hope in the cause to which we owe 
ts 


"President of Young People’s Council of the Assembly, Presby- 
tan Church, U. S. 
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Young People’s Council of the Assembly 


allegiance, and in its power to fulfill our claims. 
We find that hope revived at Montreat, so appro- 
priately placed on the mountaintop. That renewed 
hope came from the fact of numbers— a hope that 
always accompanies increased strength—and from a 
recognition of the forces at work toward the same 
objective. But it arose also from the recognition of 
the greatness of our work and the extent of its un- 
finished fields. We found a hope at Montreat that 
came from what we had accomplished, from what 
we have to accomplish, and, as Dr. Speer says in the 
Unfinished Task of Foreign Missions, from “Our 
solid conviction that we are working with righteous- 
ness and with truth and with God.” We returned 
home with a vision of our number, the breadth of 
our work, the sufficiency of our gospel, and its 
ability to deal with life. 

I think all of us returned with a greater faith in 
God and in spiritual things than we had previous to 
our going. It is one of our common illusions, as one 
of our young ministers has recently brought out, 
that spiritual forces are weak. Except in our more 
rational moments, we are unwilling to trust them 
to a very great extent. At Montreat we dealt with 
spiritual forces, we experienced their working out. 
We saw theories we had held as beliefs, but not as: 
convictions, prove true. We saw prayer bring re- 
sults. We saw kindness and good words produce a 
kind response and courtesy and goodness. We felt 
the reality of God and His kingdom, and not merely 
the idea of God. We found out the resource of a 
morning watch, the peace of an evening prayer, and 
the strength of Christian fellowship. 
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depend on God, and while we worked as if 
all depended on us, we prayed with the 
knowledge that ultimately all things depend 
on Him. We had definite experiences in the 
prayer-room and on the Council floor to 
which we can point when difficulties come 
during the next year or in years to come. We 
have evidence that God does answer prayer, 
that He will grant His presence, that Jesus 
does care, that the principles of the New 
Testament are workable and when tried will 
give us the real joy that comes from true and 
abundant life. 

At Montreat there was a sense of unity. 














I attribute the increase in my faith in these forces 
chiefly to my experiences on the Young People’s 
Council of the Assembly. The Council met July 
10—14, to clear as much of its business as possible 
before the opening of the school, but it was neces- 
sary to continue in session throughout the duration 
of the school. As we planned the program of work, 
selected a theme, elected officers, and handled 
matters of discipline, we grew in our willingness to 











A carefully selected group had gathered for study 
and inspiration. The limited number of delegates in- 
creased the opportunity for establishing friendships 
with young people of every Southern state, provided 
an opportunity for intensive study of Our Church’s 
Program, brought the realization that we were 
united in a great purpose that covers the Southland, 
and joined us in a greater purpose that will some day 
cover the globe. These factors led us to see that 
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although some were general officers and others were 

icularly interested in one of seven departments, 
all of us had one great objective before us—to make 
more real to ourselves and to those whom we repre- 
sented the greatness, sufficiency, and superiority of 
our God and His way of life, and the uniqueness 
of His love. 

Then, at Montreat, in our school, we had an in- 
spiration for Christian living. We received an evan- 
gelistic message; we enjoyed a mountaintop experi- 
ence. The great messages of Dr. Mackay, and the 
practical application of the principles of Jesus as 
taught by the leaders of the interest groups, inspired 
us and challenged us to go once more into the 
valley and to live and serve in the Christian way. 
There was an inward urge to go forth and to live so 
that the inevitable result would be that men would 
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take knowledge of us that we had been with Jesus. 


In the Otts Lectures at Davidson College, in 
December, 1935, Dr. Robert E. Speer told of the 
advice an old father gave to his son who was enter- 
ing college for his freshman year. All of his words 
of wisdom he summed up by saying, “Son, when you 
leave, just do as you have a mind to do,” and these 
were his only words. These words were spoken be- 
cause the father knew the mind of his son; he knew 
the training that had developed that mind. They 
appear peculiarly appropriate to us who were for- 
tunate enough to attend the Leadership School. 
There we had an inspiration for Christian living; 
there we were taught the mind of Christ. What 
better words could we have had spoken to us as we 
went out than, “Just do as you have a mind to do”? 





The Development of Our Young People’s 
Work 


From the Jubilee Report of the Executive Committee of Religious Education and 
Publication 


W: HAVE cause for humility, gratitude and 
encouragement as we review the work with 

young people which our Church has under- 
taken through the past years. This history is the 
record of successive attempts to present Jesus Christ 
as a living reality to the youth of the Church, to 
guide them in building Christian character, and to 
fit them for places of responsibility in Christian work. 
This is a fascinating story of the Covenanters and 
Miriams, the Westminster Leagues, Christian En- 
deavor, and the Kingdom Highways Program. It 
recalls the sacrificial labors of such leaders as Miss 
Katherine Hawes, Dr. A. L. Phillips, Miss Anna 
Branch Binford, Dr. Gilbert Glass, the Rev. Walter 
Getty, Dr. John L. Fairly, and Mrs. W. L. Painter. 
Impossible as it is to do justice to the department of 
our Young People’s Work in a sketch of this sort, 
tls nevertheless fitting that this report in our Year 
of Jubilee should roughly outline the stages in this 
growth. 

The period from 1861 to 1895 in the history of our 
Church’s work with young people may be described 
%$a period during which our Publication Committee 
was developing its materials for teaching the Word 
of God in Sunday schools and for assisting parents 
in the home with the instruction of youth. Even in 
the early days of this work in our Church, generous 


donations of Bibles, books, and tracts of various kinds 
were made to needy Sunday schools in which many 
thousands of children and young people were 
gathered. 
The years from 1895 to 1902 may be considered 
a period of pioneering in our Young People’s Work. 
This was the period of the Covenanters and the 
Miriams. It was Miss Katherine Hawes, of the 
Second Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Virginia, 
who led the way in this significant movement. Miss 
Hawes organized her first group of Covenanters for 
boys (ages 8-15) on March 26, 1896. A little later a 
group of young women in the Second Presbyterian 
Church, Richmond, Virginia, began a similar work 
for young girls. This organization for young girls 
became known as the Miriams. The Covenanters and 
the Miriams proved very popular in many sections of 
the Church. More than two hundred companies of 
Covenanters and a large number of Miriam bands 
grew up in the South, and were found in some of 
the foreign lands where our Church carried on mis- 
sion work. The program offered the young people 
in these early years was varied and attractive. It 
included worship, instruction, musical training, 
social service, handcraft, manual training, and 
recreation. 
The General Assemblies of 1900 and 1901 en- 



































dorsed the plan for setting up a fully organized 
Sunday School Department with full responsibility 
for a religious education policy for the Sunday 
schools and young people’s societies of the Church. 
In 1902 there was called into a place of leadership 
in our education work one of the great personalities 
of our Church, Dr. Alexander Lacy Phillips. Dr. 
Phillips is rightly regarded as a pioneer in religious 
education, not only in our Church but in the whole 
of American Protestantism. Serving as Superinten- 
dent of Sabbath Schools and Young People’s Work 
from 1902 through 1915, Dr. Phillips revolutionized 
the Sunday-school procedure in our Assembly with 
his methods of grading and instruction, his work of 
Sunday-school extension, his teacher-training activi- 
ties, and his institutes and conferences. During the 
early part of his term of service, Dr. Phillips assumed 
the promotional work for the Covenanter movement. 
Then came the period of the Westminster Leagues. 
These were organizations developed and promoted 
for the purpose of training young people in the 
Church for places of leadership and responsibility. 

It is very interesting to notice that during this 
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period while he was promoting the Covenanters, the 
Miriams, and the Westminster Leagues, Dr. Phillips 
was making a study of activities of young people's 
societies and the relation of these societies to the 
Sunday school. It is clear to us now that he was 
looking in the direction of a unified plan of young 


‘people’s work. Dr. Phillips was ably assisted in these 


days of pioneer young people’s work by Miss Anna 
Branch Binford, who, in organizational and curricu- 
lum activities, deserves great credit for her long 
years of service to the young people of our Church. 

By 1910 Christian Endeavor had assumed some of 
the proportions of a great youth movement and was 
beginning to make its way in the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. Organized by Dr. Francis E. Clarke, 
in the Williston Congregational Church, Portland, 
Maine, February 2, 1881, Christian Endeavor has 
made a unique contribution to the religious life of 
many Protestant denominations. Our own Church 
owes a great debt to Christian Endeavor. Some of 
the contributions which it has made to the youth 
of our Church are these: (1) It has encouraged an 
interdenominational and an international point of 
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view; (2) It has developed initiative, leadership, and 
teamwork by its stress on committee activities; (3) It 
has stressed participation in group programs and 
activities as a necessary factor in personal Christian 
growth. Christian Endeavor has been endorsed many 
tmes by our General Assembly as an approved form 
of young people’s work, and it is still functioning 
wefully in many churches of the Assembly. 

The years 1919 through 1929 constitute a period 
of transition and uncertainty in our Young People’s 
Work. Despite the useful service that the Cove- 
nanters, the Miriams, the Westminster Leagues, and 
Christian Endeavor rendered through the years, two 
gtowing needs have forced themselves upon the 
thinking of our Church: (1) The need for a unified 
form of organization for the Young People of the 
Church; (2) the need for an inclusive educational 
program built on the total program of our Church. 
During this period our young people were led for a 
ime by the first Director of Young People’s Work 
m our Assembly, the Rev. Walter Getty, who 

ough his untiring and sacrificial service gave to 
the Young People’s Work of our Church an “Assem- 
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bly consciousness” which made our present Assem- 
bly-wide program possible. His splendid efforts at 
correlation of Young People’s Conferences, through 
the formation of an Advisory Young People’s Coun- 
cil, gave us in large measure today’s Young People’s 
Conference Curriculum. It was in this period also that 
a beginning was made in presbytery’s and synod’s 
league organizations. Our Executive Committee of 
Religious Education, in response to numerous re- 
quests, began to provide and to develop Presbyterian 
topics for use in vesper meetings. 

In 1928 the General Assembly instructed all of 
the organizations of the Church to use “Our Church 
Program,” which for a time was known as the “Pres- 
byterian Progressive Program.” Each organization 
in the local church was to provide a chairman or 
secretary for the departments of this program. We 
may think of this period of transition and uncer- 
tainty as having closed in 1929, when the call was 
extended by the General Assembly to Dr. John L. 
Fairly to become Coérdinate Secretary of Religious 
Education. 

The Kingdom Highways plan and program was 
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developed by Dr. John L. Fairly, and was evaluated 
and criticized by members of the General Assembly’s 
Staff during the year 1930. The teachers of Religious 
Education in our seminaries, the leaders of young 
people in synods, and the young people themselves 
coéperated in many ways in its development. It was 
designed to meet the two growing needs which were 
recognizable in all parts of the Church. In 1930 the 
Assembly adopted the “Kingdom Highways Pro- 
gram” as the official plan of Young People’s Work 
for our Church. It was in this year also that Miss 
Lillian Curtis, who later became Mrs. W. L, Painter, 
began her fruitful period of service in the Young 
People’s Division. She has borne much of the re- 
sponsibility for the development of the Kingdom 
Highways Program, having served for a period as 
editor of Onward, and more recently as editor of the 
Program Builder and Associate Director of Young 
People’s Work. From 1931 through 1933 the Rev. 
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Harry Goodykoontz served as Associate Director of 
the Young People’s Division. He made a valuable 
contribution to the work by a constructive study of 
curriculum materials and by promoting the work 
of the leagues in presbytery and synod. The con- 
tributions of Miss Clarabel Williams and Dr. Kenneth 
Foreman in the curriculum work of the Young 
People’s Division have been outstanding. In 1931 the 
Young People’s Council of the Assembly, consisting 
of the presidents of ‘the seventeen synods’ leagues, 
was organized. The work of this Council is one of 
the splendid achievements of our work. In Septem- 
ber, 1935, the Rev. Wallace M. Alston came to the 
Committee of Religious Education and Publication 
as Director of Young People’s Work, and with his 
coming it is obvious that another forward step in 
the development of our organization and program 
for youth has been taken. 





Christian Youth at Work 


By Harotp I. 


a Christian world? The United Youth Move- 

ment, “Christian Youth Building a New 
World,” is now nearly two years old. An article in 
the May issue of the International Journal of Re- 
ligious Education told about the progress of the 
movement as a whole. Is there anything to show for 
the efforts of these months in the lives and attitudes 
of young people themselves? 

These questions are hard to answer. As a partial 
reply, we present here brief excerpts from the 
resumé of youth discussions at sixteen of the con- 
ferences held during the first year of the movement. 
These paragraphs are given in the words of young 
people themselves and without comment. Neces- 
sarily, the quotations are brief, in order to cover-all 
of the areas. They present a mind picture of what 
young people think and plan to do. 


W ras is youth doing as it sets out to build 


Developing a Program of Personal Religious Living 

“Today our world is manifestly in dire need of 
reconstruction in both the economic and religious 
aspects. And we must begin this program of recon- 
struction with ourselves. That is to say, we must 
first develop a program of personal religious living. 
The first step in such a program must, of necessity, 
be conversion, because we must first have experi- 
enced the new birth ourselves before we can change 


*Professor of Christian Education, Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary, and Chairman of the Joint Committee in Charge of the 
United Youth Movement. Quoted from the International Journal 
of Religious Education, July, 1936. Copyright. Used by permission. 





DonNELLY* 


others. Conversion is essential in a process of de- 
velopment. Christ is accepted on faith. Then, step 
by step, we develop Christian character by applying 
our Christian ideals to real: life.” 

“Church observances are not mere empty forms. 
Their value to the individual is dependent upon his 
own response. Being composed of human beings, 
the church contains flaws, but we should not for 
that reason alienate ourselves from it. The church 
approaches nearer to perfection than any other 
human institution.” 


Helping Other Young People to Be Christian 


“Our problem is ‘What do young people of today 
want?’ We believe that everyone’s goal is a com- 
plete and happy life. There are many means of 
reaching this goal, some of which are common to all 
youth. Young people seek adventure, excitement, 
pleasure, companionship, love—they are the natural 
desires of life. Yet they are not the solution. Our 
hearts still long for something bigger, grander. We 
long to do right, yet we crave the pleasures of sin, 
expecting forgiveness, and a reward of eternal life. 
We want unselfishness, yet we are selfish. We are 
our own hindrance to the happiness we seek. Is Christ 
the answer to this problem? We believe that he is. 
. . . If we would help others to be Christians, live 
as though each day were our last, work as though 
it all depended on us, pray as though it all depended 
on God, and our problem is solved, our position 
secure, our plan a success.” 
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Assisting in Bringing about World Peace 


“The world situation, as seen by the youth of 
today, is one pregnant with grave potentialities and 
unsolved problems. We, the youth of America, do 
not design passively to accept so-called, ‘inevitable 
fate, but resolve in the name of the Christ to build a 
world of peace, in so far as it is humanly possible 
with the help and guidance of God.” 

“We do not recklessly and thoughtlessly jump at 
conclusions, or build our hopes on fantastic and 
groundless assumptions, but, through Jesus Christ, 
we believe the outcome of our efforts will promote 
peace and understanding as we, in our humble but 
determined way, seek the Kingdom of God.” 

“We unanimously agree that world peace can 
come only through Universal Brotherhood, and that 
war is contrary to the spirit and teachings of Jesus 
Christ. We are further convinced that adherence 
to Jesus’ teachings is the only permanent solution to 
the problems of the chaotic world of today.” 

“The Kingdom of God must of necessity come 
in our hearts and lives as the first step we can make 
to promote world peace. We know thac He must 
speak peace to our individual hearts before He, 
through us, can promote peace in the world. May 
we here highly consecrate our lives in our youth 
to the ongoings of God’s Kingdom and to Universal 
Peace and Brotherhood.” 


Helping to Solve the Liquor Problem 


“We recommend that: (1) Christian people re- 
frain from drinking and the handling of alcohol in 
any form. (2) Christian people use their influence 
to incorporate in the curriculum of the public 
schools of America education against the use 
of alcohol. (3) The church increase and maintain 
a program of scientific education on alcohol and the 
liquor traffic, and propose and support legislation 
against the traffic in alcohol and elect officials who 
will be sympathetic toward this program. (4) The 
Christian youth of our country must actively oppose 
all liquor advertisements in magazines, newspapers, 
and in the movies. (5) We endeavor to re-adopt 
some form of national prohibition. (6) We oppose 
so-called ‘temperate drinking,’ and insist on and 
Practice total abstinence as the only solution.” 


Helping to Build a Christian Economic Order 

“Youth is not satisfied with the present economic 
order. Believing that we must look further than 
our own generation, we present our findings with 
the knowledge that our ideal is not to be achieved 
immediately, Several generations will pass before the 
high ideal we set will be possible of realization. We 
wre Not presenting an emergency proposition appli- 
cable only as a means of getting from depression days 
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back to the days of 1929. We do not want to return 
to the days of 1929, the economic order of which 
we believe to have been as fundamentally wrong as 
that of today.” 

“We believe it necessary to create a new order. 
An ideal for which to work, a goal toward which 
to achieve, is necessary for a proper motivation of 
our work in creating the new order, which we hold 
must be based upon the principles of Christ.” 

“It is admittedly a long way between today as it 
is and tomorrow as we envision it. Off hand, the 
ideal seems almost unattainable and impractical. Yet, 
it was Jesus’ ideal. Its realization will be a matter of 
following and sacrificing, of losing our lives in serv- 
ing God and fellow men.” 


Providing a Constructive Use of Leisure Time 


“It was recommended that: (1) Individuals should 
pursue personal avocations and worth-while hobbies. 
(2) The church should help in leisure by finding 
capable leaders. (3) Schools and churches should 
codperate in a program of adult education for the 
unemployed and unemployable in every community. 
(4) Schools and churches should educate youth to 
discriminate between the vulgar and cheap movie 
and radio programs and those worthwhile. (5) Chris- 
tians should endeavor to indulge in such leisure pur- 
suits as will show others that Christianity is not 
somber, but enjoys any constructive use of leisure 
time.” 

Being Christians with Other Races 

“Can racialism and Christianity be harmonized? 
The answer is, No. The Negroes should have eco- 
nomic, social, and political equality, but neither 
Negroes nor whites want amalgamation.” 

“Factors that keep people from being Christian 
in racial relationships are: (1) Sense of superiority 
on the part of the white race. (2) Fear on the part 
of whites of losing educational and political and 
social supremacy. (3) Ignorance on the part of all 
races of the good in other races. (4) Segregation on 
the part of races, which leads to misunderstanding 
and prejudice.” 

“Some encouraging factors of the situation are: 
youth conferences, interracial commissions, more 
intelligence and tolerance on the part of both races.” 


Preparing for Marriage and Home Life 
“(1) There should be a comradeship between 
parents and children centering in Jesus Christ, and 
a mutual understanding when problems occur. 
(2) It is the responsibility of colleges and churches 
to plan a program which will prepare youth for 
marriage and home life. It is the individual responsi- 
bility of youth to attain a fine, scientific knowledge 
(Continued on page 704) 
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A Call to the Women of the Church 


‘Lae outstanding challenge of the 1936 Woman’s 
Advisory Committee to the women of our 
Church, as made by the Chairman, Mrs. R. T. 
Faucette, on Annual Meeting night of the Mon- 
treat Auxiliary Training School, was as follows: 
“The Woman’s Advisory Committee, believing 
that there is no substitute for parental duty, prayer- 
fully brings to every Christian woman within the 
bounds of our Church her responsibility for fam- 
ily worship and Bible teaching in her home. This 
Committee wishes, also, to call attention to the 
recommendation of our last General Assembly in 
which it reaffirmed the following action of the 1892 
General Assembly, ordering it read from every pul- 
pit some time during this Jubilee Year: 


“‘It becomes the solemn and imperative duty of the 
Assembly most earnestly to use all its agencies and powers to 
arouse the consciousness of God’s people in the solemn and 
indispensable duty of family worship and religious training 


in the household, and not to suffer even the Sabbath school 
itself to become a substitute for parental duty and for the 
religious teaching of our children in the home, inasmuch as 
God suffers nothing, whether church or state, to interpose 
between the parent and child and to relieve the former of 
his natural and sacred duty to the latter.’” 


Mrs. Faucette further challenged our women to 
their responsibility for family worship and Bible 
teaching in the home by reading the following poem 
written by Mrs. Frank Gray, Synodical President 
of Tennessee: 


“Let us go back to the old-fashioned way 
Of gathering the children to worship and pray. 
Let us tell them again the sweet old story 
Of Jesus and His love—of Jesus and His glory. 


“Let us teach them anew the commandment of old; 
Let us put God first in our own household. 
His Spirit will guide us—His love will be there, 
And we in our lives His likeness shall wear.” 





The “Big Sister” Plan at Work 


1D° YOU have in your district any community 
composed of women whom you would desig- 

nate, perhaps, as underprivileged because of 
their lack of opportunity? If so, you will be inter- 
ested in hearing of the outpost work done for such 
a group by one of our auxiliaries. 

The women of this auxiliary realized that near 
their church was a group of women, some of them 
members of the church, that presented a special 
problem, and they went about solving it in a very 
fine way. A Community Circle was organized as a 
part of a “Big Sister” auxiliary. That was four years 
ago. The women chose as their name “The Friend- 
ship Circle”’—their motto, “Others.” One of their 
own members was elected Chairman, with a member 
of the auxiliary as co-chairman. They were told the 
first year that no dues or money would be expected 


from them, but they were told also that God ex- 
pected them to do something. After talking over 
several possible projects, they decided to do some- 
thing for the orphanage, and to give a voluntary 
offering every month to a scholarship fund being 
raised in memory of a beloved mountain missionary. 
Several quilts were made for the orphanage; a small 
Christmas box was sent; and several dollars were 
given to the scholarship fund. 

The second year another project was added—the 
poor and needy in the community. Needless to say 
many of the circle members were poor, very poor, 
but they needed to be taught how to help those 
around them. At the first meeting in April, the 
chairman announced that all members were expected 
to be present, and they were. There was an in- 
creased interest in the orphanage work, and the 
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sewing for babies of the poor went beyond any 
expectation of the chairman. The community work 
consisted of making bandages, layettes for babies, 
hospital pads, etc., for mothers. Baby clothes were 
made from discarded clothing, pajamas, outing- 
flannel night dresses, silk and wool underwear. The 
auxiliary gave materials of different kinds and small 
cash donations to purchase needles, thread, etc. 
Many rolls of bandages were made from old linen 
given by auxiliary members. 

Other projects undertaken included the canning 
of fruits, vegetables, and soup mixtures—the making 
of jams, and jellies, and quilts for the orphanage. 
The lesson in missions was simple—doing something 
for some one or some group who needed help. At 
the beginning of the third year the circle declined 
any financial aid from the auxiliary. 

For such a group it may not be wise at first to 
attempt any special program other than a simple 
Bible lesson at each meeting. It may not be possible 
at first to use as chairman one of the members of 
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such a group, but, if not, then the one selected for 
that task should be one who is willing to do some 
real home-mission work, and who can do it with- 
out offense. 

As soon as such a group has sufficiently developed, 
a simple program should be given at one meeting 
each month, in order that their vision of missions 
may be enlarged. The Committee on Woman’s 
Work offers for such a group a series of programs 
which give some of the basic facts about our Auxil- 
lary work and its relation to the whole program of 
our Church in its task of extending Christ’s Kingdom. 
The first of this series is “The Church of Which We 
Are a Part”; the second, “Our Auxiliary”; the third, 
“Ministering to Our Spiritual Life”; fourth, “The 
Arms of Our Church”; and fifth, “Our Medical 
Mission Work.” Programs on other topics will be 
added to the list from month to month. These pro- 
grams are very good, also, for use by any circle or 
auxiliary desiring programs that give background 
information. The price is 1o¢ each. 





Deak HoMeE Circle CHAIRMEN: 


In Missionary. Methods for Church and Home, 
by Katharine Scherer Cronk, the following very 
helpful paragraph is found: 


“For some time we felt that, in our church, too 
few of our women had a chance to enjoy the splen- 
did missionary literature which we used in our 
monthly programs. We therefore called for leaflets, 
magazines, and other missionary literature which our 
active members had on hand. We received enough 
to prepare sixteen very interesting boxes which we 
called ‘Missionary Travellers.’ Four women were 
chosen to personally conduct the journeyings of 
these missionary travellers to the homes of shut-ins, 
of mothers who had small children, and of other 
women who for various reasons could not or would 
hot come to the regular meetings.” 

And again, in the same book, we read: “There are 
always those who are ‘shut in,’ who cannot be pres- 
ent for the meetings. For one reason or another 
they must be shut out from attendance. Why 
should they not be ‘shut in’ with God in interces- 
sion? A consecrated young worker said, ‘I never try 
tohold a meeting any more without an intercessor— 
someone who is praying while I am trying to lead 
the meeting.’ Here opens a wide door of active 
Participation in the work to many who have felt 
that being ‘shut in’ must, of necessity, mean being 


For the Home Circle Chairman 





‘shut out’ also. A Pennsylvania pastor testifies that 
one of his most helpful listeners is a woman who is 
so totally deaf that she has not heard a word he has 
said for years, but who spends the hour of service 
interceding for him. Make it possible for all of those 
who are shut out from the meetings for any cause 
to become intercessors, by furnishing them with a 
list of things to be prayed for, and by keeping them 
in touch with the work.” 

Mrs. Cronk has written a little leaflet called “Shut 
In But Not Shut Out,” and it can be ordered from 
the Literature Headquarters of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society of the United Lutheran Church, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa., at 1¢ each, or 6 
copies for 5¢. 

Ask your home-circle members to have an active 
share in the Week of Prayer for Home and Foreign 
Missions, with Jubilee Thank Offering for Missions, 
November 8-15. Order for each member, from the 
Committee of Woman’s Work, a copy of the helps 
for daily intercession during this “Week of Prayer.” 
Free for postage only. Also, see how many of your 
shut-ins you can get to read the mission study book, 
With Christ Into Tomorrow. If the same book is 
being passed from one member to another, ask each 
one to mark the paragraph which most appealed to 
her, and to put her name by it. 


GRACE WISNER. 












































































Caking Hold of God's Strength 


“Let him take hold of my strength.” Isa. 27:5. 


THE Way To Power 


In reading the New Testament for a better understanding of God’s way for His work to be 
carried forward, one has a new conception of the place God intends that prayer should have in 
the Church and in the life of Christians. This is revealed through such Scripture as the follow- 
ing which gives: 

The teachings of Jesus on prayer: “What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that 
ye receive them, and ye shall have them.” Mark 11:24. 

The example of Christ’s prayer life: “And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into 
a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.” Luke 6:12. 

Prayer in the life of the early Church: “We will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to 
the ministry of the word.” Acts 6:4. 

A call to prayer: “I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, and for the love of 
the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God.” Rom. 15:30. 

It is very evident that “Christ actually meant prayer to be the great power by which His 
Church should do its work.” Through prayer man, according to the will of God, takes hold of 
God’s strength for men. “The power of the Church to do its work rests on the intercession of 


God’s children,” whereby they ask and receive of the Father gifts that will bring blessings to 
men. y33 


ConpDITIONS WHICH GOVERN PoWER 


Power to take hold of God’s strength depends upon the relationship to Christ, the faith, and 
the requests of those who belong to Him. 


“If ye abide in me,” John 15:7; 
“If ye have faith,” Matt. 17:20; 
“If ye shall ask anything in my name,” John 14:14; these are three conditions which govern 


power in prayer. It is interesting to note the context of these conditional phrases as they form 
the foundation upon which rests powerful promises from God. 

One of the great needs of the Church today is that Christians be aroused to a realization of 
these two facts: 
1. In prayer alone is the power for spiritual advance. 
2. A vigorous spiritual life and faith are essential if we would pray in power. 


BLENDING Our HEAarTs IN PRAYER 


“Nothing will so test and stimulate the Christian life as the honest attempt to be an interces- 
sor.” As we begin to take hold of God’s strength through prayer, the help of His Spirit comes 
and we find new joy in our lives and new power for His service. During this month when spe- 
cial prayer is being made by the Church for her work and workers both at home and abroad, let 
us blend our hearts in petition to God: 

For a love akin to Christ’s love which will give a definite concern for the souls of al/ men. 

: or the —_— of the Holy Spirit in prayer, and, because of prayer, in Christ’s work around 

the world. 

For the Spirit to direct the prayers of God’s people, especially during this month, that there 

may be a greater power in the work of His Kingdom. 


For workers who have dedicated all of life to the task of winning men to Christ. 
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ES, a “little fire” made of the three “sticks” — 
faith, love, and adaptation: the faith that be- 
lieved in God and woman and expressed itself 
in constant prayer; love for Christ’s Church and its 
Auxiliary; and the adaptation of its larger plans to 
a small group of Presbyterian women, the wives of 
independent small farmers, living five miles from 
the nearest village and railroad, entirely off the 
paved highways, with neither telephones nor cars 
to facilitate communication. One horse and buggy 
(when the man of the family did not need it) and 
the pastor’s seven-year-old Ford (the pastor lives 
five miles away) alone supplemented the tireless feet 
of these nine “active” members of this small, rural 
auxiliary. They are active enough to walk the dis- 
tances between their homes and the little church, 
from one-half to two-and-a-half miles, though all 
these dear women “do all their own work” (their 
husbands run small dairy and grain farms) and 
nearly all have small children as well as chickens, 
cows, etc., to be fed! Even when last winter kept 
the ground frozen deep and snow-covered, with 
sub-zero temperatures, for over two months, not a 
meeting was missed, and the average attendance was 
eight, even though the “circle” had to be a literal 
one with its toes on the stove of the little church! 
And the “great matter”? After only a year and 
a half of auxiliary life these were the attainments 
recorded in their yearly report to their presbyterial 
officers: 


1. Membership 13, including a newly-organized home 
circle of 5 (all on church roll). 

2, Attainment of all the Standard Objectives except II 
(no group study of personal evangelism, though its practice 
the rule of life for most of the members) and VII and VIII 
(the pastor’s copy of THe PresByTERIAN Survey could not 
always make the full rounds and nobody could afford a 
church paper) and XIII, which is unnecessary in this small, 
long-acquainted group. 

‘ The per capita gift for the year was nearly $10.00—all 
the active members faithfully and cheerfully tithing their 
own food supplies, which constituted their only “money.” 
This was the highest per capita gift in their presbyterial for 
the year, and was, of course, over and above their church 
gifts, which were 30% larger than before they began to use 
the Lord’s Acre and the Belmont plans of giving. 


4. Their family altars increased from one to four, with 
faithful observance of all special seasons of prayer, and offer- 
ings to Church-wide benevolent causes. 

§- The Christian Social Service report consisted entirely 
of Christian neighborliness, there being no Negroes, transi- 
ents, jails, hospitals, etc., in or near this community, but it 
Was cited as the outstanding service activity in their presby- 
terial meeting. 

6. The refinishing of the interior of the church, for the 

t time in many years, was financed and managed by this 
auxiliary, to the great benefit of all the church services. Most 
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of the money for this was made at their own community 
suppers (supplied from their own dairies, pantries, and 
chickenyards) which were themselves a needed contribu- 
tion to the social life of this rather isolated rural neighbor- 
hood. Ice cream was indeed a “treat” and fellowship was 
the result. 


The auxiliary gifts to all benevolent causes were 
the results of the tithing of their produce—chickens, 
turkeys, eggs, quilts, etc. None of the women have 
any income apart from their small share in their 
husbands’ farms. “If my Sunday eggs are not bring- 
ing enough (to make up the desired total), then 
we'll do without on Wednesday also,” cheerfully 
said one giver; and “I'll have to sell some of m 
chickens (we can do without meat for a while) un- 
less they lay enough for my eggs to meet my 
pledge,” said another. Does not God love such 
givers? 

The “HOW?” of this truly wonderful accom- 

plishment, the methods and organization under 
which they worked were the following: 
. Officers: President, with the usual duties; Vice- 
President, serving as Circle Chairman; Secretary- 
Treasurer, keeping all records, attending to all cor- 
respondence and finances, including the Auxiliary 
literature needed, of which full use was made 
through the Secretaries of Causes. These were com- 
bined into: (1) The Secretary of Spiritual Life who 
led the Bible lessons, or requested some one else to 
do so; (2) The Secretary of Missions, including For- 
eign, Assembly’s Home, and Synodical and Presby- 
terial Missions; her name was sent to each of these 
headquarters that she might receive all letters, in- 
formation, etc., necessary to inform the local auxil- 
iary; (3) The Secretary of Education was in charge 
of all matters pertaining to Religious Education and 
Christian Education and Ministerial Relief, espe- 
cially to help the Young People’s group in the local 
church and the Sunday school; (4) The Social Sec- 
retary kept track of all that might be thought of as 
Christian Social Service in their own neighborhood, 
acted as Pastor’s Aid, and was in charge of the so- 
cial occasions of the auxiliary throughout the year; 
(5) The Chairman of the Home Circle visits espe- 
cially the sick and shut-ins and keeps them in touch 
with the activities of the auxiliary in so far as they 
are able to share in these, through prayer requests 
particularly. 

Meetings: These are held twice each month, on 
the Thursdays preceding the preaching Sundays, in 
the church, it being most centrally located. One 
meeting is that of the “auxiliary,” the other the “cir- 
cle” meeting—all present both times. At least thirty 
to forty minutes are given at each meeting (except 

(Continued on page 681) 
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A Book Review 


By ExvizasetH H. Moore* 


Note: The light which the editors would have shine out 
from this page is in the form of a review of a book which 
concerns a problem that is on their hearts almost constantly, 
and surely it is one that is of grave concern to every mother. 
This is one of a series of Book Reviews given during the 
Montreat Auxiliary Training School. The series of nine 
reviews can be secured in mimeographed form from the 
Committee on Woman’s Work, Henry Grady Building, 
Atlanta, Ga., for s¢ each, or 25¢ for the set. 


Our Movie Made Children by Henry James Forman. The 

Macmillan Company, New York City. 1934. $2.50. 

A fact is stated in the interesting title of this book and 
the contents are the substantiation of the statement. The 
book is a summary of reports of investigations, which were 
supported by the Payne Fund, made at the request of the 
Motion Picture Research Council. This is an organization 
interested in radio, motion pictures, and reading in relation 
to children and youth. 

To Mr. Henry James Forman was given the task of pre- 
paring this summary. He is well known in the U. S. and 
Europe as an author, editor, and lecturer. He takes the posi- 
tion that “the motion picture is powerful to an unexpected 
degree in affecting the information, attitudes, emotional ex- 
periences, and conduct patterns of children”; that “the con- 
tent of current commercial motion pictures constitutes a 
valid basis for apprehension about their influence upon chil- 
dren”; and that “the commercial movies present a critical 
and complicated situation in which the whole-hearted and 
sincere cooperation of the producers with parents and public 
is essential to discover how to use motion pictures to the 
best advantage of children.” The question that presents 
itself to all thoughtful parents is, How do the movies affect 
my child physically, mentally, and spiritually? Is this effect 
of lasting influence? This book attempts to answer this and 
similar questions. 

Who goes to the movies? With whom? What do they see? 
How much is remembered by children? Dr. Egan Dale, after 
careful study and painstaking checks, gives the authoritative 
and accepted report that the weekly movie attendance in the 
U. S. amounts to 77,000,000 persons. More than one-third of 
the number are children and adolescents and about 11,000,000 


*Mrs. Joe B. Moore is President of the Woman’s Auxiliary of 
Western Texas Presbytery, and lives in Port Lavaca, Texas. 
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are under 14 years of age. Further investigation showed that 
the average attendance on movies by children is 52 a year— 
probably the only population on earth with that record. He 
gave the further information that children under eight years 
of age are usually accompanied by an older member of the 
family, and they usually attend during the day; after ten or 
eleven years of age, they attend more frequently the evening 
performance, and show a tendency to go unchaperoned. At 
the early age of 13 nearly 70% of the girls go with brothers, 
sisters, or some one else; and at 17, 40% have as companions 
either boys or girls of their own set. 

In order to arrive at a logical and just conclusion Dr. Dale 
studied about 1500 films. He found that their classification 
might be under such headings as these: crime, sex, love, 
mystery, war, history, children, travel and geography, ani- 
mal, comedy, and social problems. He found that between 
75% and 80% of all pictures dealt with love, sex, crime or 
mystery. 

Tests show that children get something from every pic- 
ture. It is discovered that children of 8 and 9 years retain 
60% as much as the adult and that often their knowledge or 
memory of the picture increases after several weeks have 
elapsed. When the facts and data of a picture are correct, 
then knowledge has been increased. We must remember, 
however, that incorrect knowledge is also scattered by 
movies. What then? Mr. Forman expresses it “The more 
you know, the less you know after witnessing a careless, 
ignorantly written and badly documented picture.” 

The effect of the movies upon the children differs as 
widely as the individual children and the type of picture 
seen. 

By the use of an instrument—a psycho-galvanometer—a 
test was made to ascertain the intensity of emotions while 
watching “Hop to It, Bell Hop,” a picture with obvious 
situations, but no great depth of plot. The test showed 
that adolescents were twice as much excited as adults, and 
children between 6 and 11 years of age were three times as 
much so as adults. Similar experiments with a twenty-two- 
year-old girl revealed that, at the climax in “The Mysterious 
Dr. Fu Manchu,” the heartbeat rose to nearly two and a 
half times the normal rate. If the scenes of horror and tense 
excitement are sufficiently strong, they have an effect very 
similar to shell shock, says Dr. Frederick Peterson. These 
are sowing the seeds for future nervous disorders. The 
effect of such sentimental pictures as “Singing Fool,” “Over 
the Hill,” etc., is transient compared with the grisly shapes 
of fear that linger in the young mind after viewing scenes 
of the horrible and terrifying. 

The further investigations of Drs. Dale, Holaday, Thur- 
stone, and Blumer disclosed that the adolescents, in their 
secret thoughts and broodings, dream that they are like the 
people they see in the movies. This leads into many paths, 
some very questionable. Many and varied are the quotations 
given showing that the movies are actually a school of con- 
duct for the young in some of their concerns, play, amuse- 
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ment, and love-making. Of course, all forms of conduct 
resented on the screen are subject to imitation and have 
their imitators. Naturally a lot of this is rejected later or 
outgrown, yet there is real evidence that an astonishing 
amount is incorporated into the conduct. Any honest in- 
vestigator is happy to admit that good pictures may be as 
permanent in their influence as bad, but that fact makes the 
infrequency of the good the more regrettable. The screen is 
the most open of all books. The Blumer-Hauser investigation 
showed that, of all the truant and behavior problem boys 
examined, 55% indicated that pictures dealing with gangsters 
and gunplay stirred in them desires for wanting to make a 
lot of money easily. Of delinquents who come to grief by 
their delinquency, significant numbers trace their plight to 
certain movies, for about 49% of the 110 inmates in a penal 
institution testified that movies encouraged their desire to 
carry a gun. Wild parties may not necessarily be delin- 
quency, but 41% of the delinquent girls admitted that it 
was the movie-made urge that inclined them to cabarets, 
roadhouses, etc., that ultimately got them in trouble. We 
need nothing more than the reading of newspapers, to con- 
vince us that female delinquency has increased in the last 
few years. 

Mr. Will H. Hays gave a lofty ideal for motion pictures 














when he said: “This industry must have toward that sacred 
thing, the mind of a child, toward that clean virgin thing, 
the unmarked slate, the same responsibility, the same care 
about the impressions made upon it that the best clergyman 
or the most-inspired teacher of youth would have.” In 
commenting upon this statement the author has this to say: 
“Whether or not we are a part of all we have seen, all we 
have seen, by experimental proof, remains a part of us. And 
since that is true, Mr. Hayes’ poetic metaphor of the slate 
falls completely to the ground and remains shattered. The 
writing upon a slate, however virgin, can be erased in an 
instant. The writing of the movies upon children’s minds, 
on the other hand, appears to be fairly indelible. There 
seems to be no such thing as wholly erasing what is written 
there. After two years, the scientists found it to persist in 
measurable quantity. It may be overlaid, but the probability 
is that it abides forever.” 

The aim of this book is neither to argue for motion 
pictures nor against them. It is merely to convince the 
reader that what the last quarter century has really given us 
is another educational system, alluring, persuasive, cogent, 
and appealing which involves all the children and youth of 
the country as completely, as thoroughly, in effect, as our 
long-built-up educational system itself. 



































































































































The Auxiliary Calendar for November 


PROGRAMS—CIRCLE AND AUXILIARY. 


According to the Year Book of Programs, the 
October and November programs of circle and 
auxiliary are a unit, the one stressing Home Missions 
and the other Foreign Missions. This is right in 
line with the plan of the Jubilee Mission Study book, 
which is both home and foreign. “Walking and 
Working with Christ in Foreign Lands” is the topic 
of the circle program for November, and “Walking 
and Working with Christ in the Homeland” is the 
topic of the program for the auxiliary inspirational 
meeting. Old copies of THe PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 
carry many items which might be used in these 
programs, but the material available from the Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work will give the program 
chairman the help which she needs, and the informa- 
tion given therein is most interesting as well as 
educational. 

The circle program packet contains a most in- 
teresting booklet, “The Mustard Seed,” which was 
printed in China. It gives a “moving account of the 
day in and day out work of one of our mission 
stations.” This little booklet alone is worth the price 
of the November circle program literature, 10 cents. 


The program for the auxiliary inspirational meeting 
Is 10 cents, also. 


Werk oF PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL, NOVEMBER 8-15. 


What will this special time set apart for interces- 
s10N mean to our mission work and to the missionaries 
themselves? What will it mean to you? Ah yes, 
therein lies the answer to the first question, for just 








as the individual makes this a time of real interces- 
sion, of real self-denial, will Christ’s Kingdom be 
furthered thereby. In gratitude to God for His 
leading throughout the years, let us make during this 
Week of Prayer and Self-Denial, a real Jubilee 
Thank Offering for Missions! 


SUGGESTED PETITIONS FOR NOVEMBER 


Let us include in our prayers this month the fol- 
lowing petitions: 

That all churches may in some way observe 
this Joint Mission Season of our Jubilee Year, 
October 11-November 15, and gain information 
and inspiration to cause them to share in the on- 
ward move of the gospel through our Church. 

That our mission study book, With Christ Into 
Tomorrow, will bring an effective appeal to all 
who receive its message. 


That November 8-15 may be observed by all 
churches in our Assembly as a Week of Prayer 
for Home and Foreign Missions, and that the 
members may be led to realize the place God 
intends for prayer to have in His program for 
winning the world to Christ, and thus give them- 
selves more earnestly and continuously to inter- 
cession. 


That hearts may be so touched through this 
season that they will give a liberal “thank offer- 
ing” to missions which will praise the Lord for 
his goodness and for his wonderful works to the 
children of men. 
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Jubilee Thank Offering 


Of the calls of our Diamond Jubilee Year, one that has a very definite stewardship 
angle is the Thank Offering for Home and Foreign Missions, November 8-15. 

Clearly the year calls us to a new consecration. One direction in which this consecra- 
tion should find expression is in giving the gospel to unreached people in our own and other 


lands. 


Not to heed this call would seem to be a rather positive way of saying one of two 
things: either that we recognize no value in God’s Word for those who have it not; or 
that, recognizing the value, we are not enough concerned about it to give it a place in our 


use of the funds God has entrusted to us. 


May not our united response be such as to proclaim anew our belief in the power of 
salvation in Christ and of our own readiness to be used, thus making an occasion for 


jubilant rejoicing. 


—B. K. TENNEY. 


Data Concerning Additions on Confession of 
Faith 


By B. K. TEnnEy* 


HE interest of the Stewardship office in the 

matter of evangelism is on the theory that evan- 

gelism and stewardship are very closely and 
vitally connected. If a man’s own personal life is 
such that he is really interested in leading to Christ 
people in his own community, he will have a natural 
and a cumulative interest in the whole missionary 
task of the Church. If there is no earnest spirit of 
evangelism, it is very difficult, if not impossible, to 
maintain even an outward stewardship. 


Churches Having 6% or More Additions on 
Confession 


A count has been made of the churches of the 
Assembly having 100 members or more which have 
had additions on confession of faith equal to 6% or 
more of their membership. This examination of the 
records covered the last three years: 

In 1935 there were 1,272 churches which had 100 
or more members. Because of membership rising 


*Rev, B. K. Tenney, D.D., is Stewardship Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Stewardship and Finance, Atlanta, Ga. 


and falling, there are not likely more than 1,250 
churches which had a membership of 100 or more 
for all the three years. The smaller churches are 
not omitted from the study because the work done 
in them is any less valuable, but because with the 
smaller groups the statistical variations are wider 
and have less meaning. 

The number of the churches having additions on 
confession of faith equal to 6% of their membership 
for the different years are: for 1933-34, 3353 for 
1934-35, 241; and for 1935-36, 224. It is noted that 
through the three years the scale is descending. 
Checking further for churches which are in this 
group for more than one year, it is found that 42 
churches had this percentage of additions for each 
of the three years, and that 134 had this rank in two 
out of the three years. It is also found that, consid- 
ering the variations in the list from year to year, 
406 churches attained this mark for one of the three 
years. This leaves approximately 668 which did not 
attain this percentage for any one of the three years. 
The proportion of 6% is selected more or less arbi- 
trarily. It is considerably above the average for the 
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assembly. It does not, however, seem that it ought 
to be regarded as being so high, but that every 
church should be able to adopt at least that high a 
percentage as its regular and constant goal. 


Churches Having No Additions on Confession 


Looking at our churches in another way, it is 
found that, of the 3,516 churches of our Assembly, 
1,360, Or 38.68% have had no additions on confes- 
sion of faith during the church year 1935-36. This 
is a most alarming fact, but does not in itself cor- 
rectly reflect the situation, because of the small mem- 
bership of the churches included in this number. 
Table Number I gives an analysis of these churches 
by size, showing the number of churches and total 
membership of each size group. The membership of 
goo of these churches is below 50 members each, 
but it is bad enough that we have 460 churches of 
so or more members which did not have a single 
addition on confession of faith. It is found that the 
total membership of these churches is 63,273, or 
15.09% of our membership. Even thus modified, 
the situation is cause for grave concern. Table 
Number II gives the percentage of the membership 
of each synod having their membership in a church 
which had no additions. The figures in parenthesis 
give the rank of the synod in this matter, ranking 
as first the one having the lowest percentage. 

It must be remembered that in these churches 
there are some fine people who are doing work 
which will be fruitful in other years. It should also 
be remembered that in other churches which have 
had some additions on confession there are many 
people who have made no contribution toward the 
results shown by the reports. There is no data on 
this point, but one can well imagine that if data were 
available the proportion would be very large. 


Percentage of Additions on Confession 


Table No. III presents the additions on confession 
of faith from another point of view. It gives the 
percentage of additions on confession of faith for 
each synod, with the figures in parenthesis showing 
the rank of the synod in this respect. It is observed 
that generally the home-mission sections lead in the 
percentage of additions on confession of faith. This 
is the more apparent when the wider statistical va- 
lations shown by the presbyteries is noted. Texas- 
Mexican Presbytery has additions on confession of 
faith of 8.76%. Snedecor Memorial Synod, repre- 
senting almost all of our work for the Negroes, 
shows 8.37%, while Indian Presbytery shows 7.63%, 
and Guerrant Presbytery shows 7.87%. Outside of 
these groups, the highest ranking presbyteries in 
order are: Mangum, 7.31%; Asheville, 6.17%; Hol- 
ston, 6.00%; and Paris, 6.00%. Our Assembly as a 
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whole had additions on confession of faith during 
the year amounting to 3.53% of the membership. 
This means that it required an average of a little 
more than 28 people to lead one person to Christ 
during the year. 

No particular attempt is made to interpret or 
comment on these figures. They are presented for 
the information and use of the Church. If more 
particular figures are desired for presbytery or 
synod they may be had by writing to the Steward- 
ship Office, 301 Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, 
Georgia. 


TABLE No. I 


ANALYSIS BY SIZE oF CHURCHES REPORTING No 
ADDITIONS ON CONFESSION IN 1935-36 








Church Number of Total 

Size Churches Members 

No Membership 
Reported 19 ame 
is. 6 24 51 
£,2):.9 93 637 
10 - 24 358 6039 
25- 49 406 14356 
50 - 74 219 13097 
75- 99 114 9687 
100 - 499 126 18901 
500 - Up I 505 
Total 1360 63273 

TABLE No. II 
Percentage of Membership 
in Churches Having No 

Synod Additions on Con. of Faith 
Alabama (14) 22.30 
Appalachia (3) 9.84 
Arkansas (9) 15.18 
Florida (1) 6.52 
Georgia (12) 19.30 
Kentucky (17) 31.76 
Louisiana (4) 10.48 
Mississippi (16) 29.76 
Missouri (15) 25.32 
North Carolina (7) 13.17 
Oklahoma (11) 17.08 
Snedecor Memorial (13) 19.61 
South Carolina (10) 17.03 
Tennessee (5) 10.96 
Texas (2) 9.26 
Virginia (8) 14.28 
W. Virginia (6) 11.68 
Assembly 15.09 


(Continued on page 704) 
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“Just One Little Drink” 


By Harpinc W. GayLorp 


NE day, when Ned Brooks was on his way 
O home from school, he saw a man who couldn’t 

seem to stand up. First he pitched over to- 
wards one edge of the sidewalk, and then he lurched 
over towards the other. His legs did not have any 
stiffness in them at all; and finally, when he came to 
a big, strong tree, he just leaned his back against it 
and rested. Ned watched him. He thought the man 
was funny, and he was greatly interested. 

The man did not want to go on. He looked as if 
he would much rather sit down. Pretty soon he did 
sit down, leaning against the tree. He looked rather 
sleepy. He mumbled and muttered some words that 
Ned couldn’t understand; sounded very silly, very 
foolish. Then he flopped his head down upon his 
chest and went to sleep, all huddled together in a 
heap. 

At supper time that night, Ned told his father 
about the strange man. He did not think him funny 
any longer. Instead, he thought it rather disgraceful 
that a man should act like that and not be able to 
stand up or keep awake out on the street. 

“Oh, that man was drunk,” said Ned’s father. “The 
trouble with a fellow like that is that he doesn’t 
know when to stop.” 

Ned looked back at his father with eager, wide- 
open eyes. 

“Daddy,” he said earnestly, “when you drink, you 
don’t ever get drunk like that, do you? You—” 

Mr. Brooks interrupted the boy with a good- 
natured laugh. “Heavens, no!” he exclaimed. “I 
never was drunk in my life. I never shall be. All I 
do is to take just one little drink or so. That never 
hurt anybody. I know when to stop.” 

“Oh,” said Ned. “I didn’t think you'd ever be like 
that man.” 

“Of course not!” said his father—“I say, what do 
you think about having a little baseball practice 
tonight?” 

“All right with me!” said Ned. And, quickly 
plying his spoon, he finished the cereal in his dish. 

Ned did not have any mother. He and his father 
lived alone and were very close pals. Of course, Mrs. 


Kempton had helped a good deal since Ned’s mother 
died. She came in the morning and did the house- 
work and got dinner for Ned at noon; but she always 
left when she had prepared the evening meal, and 
Ned and his father spent the rest of the day together. 
Ned was always happy when supper was over, be- 
cause then his father almost always played or worked 
with him. And he was very glad tonight that his 
father spoke about playing ball, because he wanted 
to learn how to throw an out curve. It was not long 
before the sound of his new junior league ball could 
be heard as it landed in his father’s mitt, out in the 
back yard. 

The next day was Saturday, and Ned’s father was 
going fishing with Mr. Stuton. He said that Ned 
could go too, and the lad was very happy. The three 
started off together in Mr. Brooks’ car. After they 
had been riding a while, Ned heard Mr. Stuton say 
to his father: 

“I know a place just the other side of the bridge. 
It’s a red house, and you go in by the cellar door. 
I know the fellow.” 

When they came to the red house, Mr. Brooks 
stopped the car, and'he and Mr. Stuton got out. 

“You wait here,” said Mr. Brooks to Ned. “We'll 
be right out.” 

When the two men came back, Ned asked, “What 
did you go in there for?” 

“For just one little drink,” said his father. “Good 
stuff, too—eh, Stuton?” 

“Sure was!” said Mr. Stuton, as he settled com- 
fortably into the back seat of the car. 

As they rode along toward the brook where the 
men were going to fish, Ned watched the road signs. 
He liked to read them aloud—“Curve,” “Winding 
Road,” “Hill,” “Rotary Traffic Ahead,” “Cross 
Road.” After a while he saw a sign that they had 
not come to at all before. It was round, and it had 
two big “R’s” on it. 

“Railroad, Daddy,” he announced, and then added 
quickly, as the shriek of a whistle sounded, “O Daddy, 
there’s a train coming! We can see the train!” 

They were nearer the crossing now, and Ned 
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could see a red light that jumped back and forth on 
a signal. . . ’ 

“Look, Daddy!” he said. “The red light’s going! 
It means to stop!” 

To Ned’s amazement his father answered: “I don’t 
have to stop. This car’s got power. Watch me shoot 
over! Watch me beat—.” 

The rest of what he said was drowned out by a 
furious shriek of the whistle, that seemed to be right 
in Ned’s ears, and by the sound of thundering 
wheels and hissing steam. No engine had ever looked 
so big before. Ned shut his eyes. 

The noise of a great big crash—the tinkle of break- 
ing glass—a feeling is if some great, swift hand were 
seizing the car, pushing it roughly off the road and 
slamming it up against something hard. All this, all 
at once. 

Ned clambered out of the car. He was not hurt 
anywhere, but he felt strange, somehow, and his 
head was dizzy. Mr. Stuton managed to get out, too; 
he was rubbing one arm, and he did not like to ste 
down on one of his ankles. But Ned’s father did not 
move at all. 

The next day a doctor came to see Ned and ask 
him about the accident. He said he had seen Ned’s 
father at the hospital to which he had been taken. 
Ned told him how he and his father and Mr. Stuton 
had started out to go fishing, and how they had 
stopped at the red house. 

‘Tve heard of that place,” said the doctor. “What 
did he do there?” 

“He got just one little drink,” said Ned. 

“Is that all?” 

“Oh, yes,” answered Ned. “My father doesn’t get 
drunk. Just one little drink won’t hurt anybody. He 
told me so himself.” 

The kindly-faced doctor looked down at the eager 
boy. “Little fellow,” he said, “your father thought 
he was right, but he was wrong. That one little 
drink did more harm than he knew. If it hadn’t been 
for one little drink, he might have had sense enough 
to wait for that train. He would have minded the 
red lights. If it hadn’t been for just one little drink, 
your father wouldn’t have been—wouldn’t have 
been—badly hurt.” 

Ned looked up with a troubled face. “But my 
father will get well, won’t he, in the hospital? They 


have nurses there, and X-rays, and—any—every- 
thing.” 
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The doctor stooped and put his hand on Ned’s 
shoulder. He spoke in a soft, kind voice: “Little 
fellow, I’ve got to ask you to be a very brave boy. 
You see, your father was very seriously hurt. Even 
doctors and X-rays and the best care that we could 
give cannot make him well.” 

Not long after that, some good friends took Ned 
to Shadyside Manor. This was a beautiful place 
where a lot of boys and girls lived who, like Ned, 
had no fathers or mothers of their own. He got 
acquainted with all the boys, and they had good 
times together. But it was not like being at his own 
home with his own father. 

One day Ned was out playing with the other boys. 

“What let’s do?” said one. 

“I know!” said another. “We'll play bootlegger. 
We'll make believe over in the corner is a back door 
where you go in and get the stuff, and Ned here 
can be an old soak who buys a lot, and—” 

“No, I don’t want to!” cut in Ned sharply. 

“Well, then, you can be the fellow who buys just 
one little drink, and—” 

“I won’t do that!” said Ned, flushing deep red. 
And he turned and walked away fast. 

“Squealer, squealer! Great big squealer!” chorused 
several of the boys at once. 

But Ned only kept on walking away. 


It was Fronzy who found him, standing all by him- 
self under the big maple tree. Fronzy was a kind 
lady, with a pleasant face and a soft, sweet voice. 
Ned liked her the best of any of the older people 
at Shadyside Manor. She seemed to understand. 
““What’s the matter, Ned?” she asked. “Why, you 
ought to be playing with the other boys. What’s 
the matter?” 

“I didn’t want to play what they wanted to play,” 
said Ned. “I—I couldn’t play it.” 

Fronzy looked with her kind eyes upon the orphan 
boy. “You couldn’t play it? I don’t see what you 
mean. Won’t you just tell me?” 

Ned had not intended to tell anybody. But 
Fronzy was different. He would just as soon tell 
her. Indeed, he couldn’t help it. 

When he had finished, the gentle lady put her 
hand upon his shoulder. 


“That was hard, wasn’t it?” she said. “Of course 
you couldn’t play that game. I understand.”—Used 
by permission of the author. 





























Foreign Missionaries of the Presbyterian Church 


In Active Service 


AFRICA-CONGO MISSION. 
Bibanga, 1917. 


(Address, care A. P. C. en, Be 
is- 
trict, Congo Belge, Africa, via Cape 


banga, Kabinda, Lomami 


Town. ) 

Allen, Miss Virginia. 
Anderson, Rev. and Mrs. V. 
Kellersberger, Dr. and Mrs. 
King, Rev. and Mrs. Earl S. 
McElroy, Rev. and Mrs. W. 
*McKee, Rev. and Mrs. Geo. 
*Rogers, Miss Ruby (R. N.). 


Bulape, 1915. 


(Address, care A. P. C. Mission, 
Luebo, Bulape, Congo Belge, 


A. 
E. R. 
F. 
‘ 


rica.) 
*Chapman, Dr. and Mrs. J. W. 
DeLand, Mr. and Mrs. L. G. 
Jackson, Rev. and Mrs. page *.. 
McCutchen, Rev. and Mrs. L 
Reynolds, Miss Lena (R. N) | 
Washburn, Rev. and Mrs. M. 
Lubondai, 1924. 
(Address, care of A. P. C. Mission, 
Lubondai (Tshimbulu), Congo 
Belge, Africa, via Lobito.) 
*Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. J., Jr. 
tBrand, Miss Virginia A. 
Cleveland, Rev. and Mrs. R. F. 
Cousar, Dr. and Mrs. Geo. R. 
"Holladay, Virginia. 
Miss Virginia. 
Liston, Miss Margaret (R. N.). 


McKinnon, Rev. and Mrs. A. C. 
*+McMurray, Miss Charlotte B. 
Stegall, Rev. and Mrs. C. R. 


Luebo, 1891. 
(Address, care A. P. C. Mission, 
Luebo, og As Belge, Africa, 
inshasa.) 
*Black, Miss Ida M. 
"Craig, Mr. Allen M. 
Hobson, Rev. and Mrs. J. K. 
*Longenecker, Rev. and Mrs. J. H. 
Martin, Rev. and *Mrs. Motte. 
Miller, Miss Caroline L. 
Morrison, Rev. and Mrs. John M. 
Morrison, Rev. and Mrs. T. K. 
Shive, Mr. and Mrs. A. M. 
Stixrud, Dr. and Mrs. T. Th. 
Wilds, Rev. and Mrs. 8. H 


Mutoto, 1912, 
(Address, care A. P. C. Mission, 
Mutoto, via Luluabourg Gare, 
Congo Belge, Africa.) 
*Allen, Rev. and Mrs. J. W. 
*Crane, Rev. and Mrs. C. L. 
Edmiston, Rev. and Mrs. A. L. (c) 
McMurray, Rev. and Mrs. Louis A. 
Miller, Rev. and Mrs. A. Hoyt. 
Rochester, Rev. and Mrs. A. A. (c). 
Smith, Dr. and Mrs. J. ——e 
Smith, Rev. and Mrs. Plum 
Watt, Mr. and Mrs. <~ Franklin. 
Worth, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. C. 


Unassigned as yet 
(Address until further notice, c/o A. P. 
C. Mission, Luebo, Congo Belge, Africa 
par Kinshasa) 
Dale, Miss Lucile, (R. N.) 
Poole, Dr. and Mrs. Mark K. 


EAST BRAZIL MISSION. 
Campo Bello, 1920. 
(Address, Campo Bello, E. de Minas, 
Brazil.) 
Foster, Miss Edith. 
*Sydenstricker, Rev. and Mrs. J. M. 


Lavras, 1893. 
(Address, a i’ de Minas, 

Brazil. 
Baker, Rev. and Mrs. Frank F. 
Calhoun, Rev. and Mrs. L. G. 
Carnahan, Miss Margaret. 
Gammon, Miss Alice G. 
Gammon, Mrs. 8. R. 
Wheelock, Mr. and Mrs. John H. 


Nepomuceno, 1932. 
(Address, Nepomuceno, E. de Minas, 
Brazil.) 


tArmstrong, Mrs. D. G. 
See, Miss futh B. 


Tres Coracoes, 1932. 
(Address, Tres Coracoes, E. de Minas, 
Brazil.) 


*Marchant, Miss Genevieve. 


Dourados, 1930. 
(Address, Dourados, via Campo 
Grande, Matto Grosso, Brazil.) 
Maxwell, Rev. and Mrs. A. 8. 


Varginha, 1920. 
(Address, Vanginie E. de Minas, 
razil.) 


Davis, Rev. and Mrs. A. L. 
*Wilson, Miss Margaret A. 


NORTH BRAZIL MISSION. 
Garanhuns, 1895. 
(Address, Garanhuns, E. de Pernam- 
uco, Brazil.) 


Arehart, Rev. and Mrs. E. Raynard. 
*Cockrell, Miss Susan. 
*Neville, Rev. and Mrs. Wm. G. 
Swetnam Vv. and . Walter. 
*Taylor, Mrs. Geo p/ Wes Jr. 
Thompson, ee ‘and Mrs. W. M. 
Recife (Pernambuco), 1873. 
(Address, Collegio Evangelico, 
Agnes Erskine Recife £. de 
a oo Brazil.) 
pores, Miss Lina. 
las, Miss 


Margare’ 
Hou erlite, Rev. and } Mire. L. M. 
Kilgore, Miss R. Caroline. 


WEST BRAZIL MISSION. 
Araguary, 1926. 


(Address, A: E. de Minas, 
Brasil.) 
*Williamson, Rev. and Mrs. D. Lee. 


Monte Santo, 1917. 
(Address, Monte — hy E. de 
inas, Brazil.) 
Woodson, Rev. and Mrs. J. R. 


Carmo do Paranahyba, 1931. 
—— Carmo do Paranahyba, 
te de Minas, Brazil.) 
sshaidiaat Rev. and Mrs. John Knox. 


Jaboticabal, 1934. 
(Address, Jaboticabal, E. de Sao 
aulo, Brazil.) 
Hurst, Rev. and Mrs. Geo. H. 


Patrocinio, 1925. 
(Address, Patrocinio, E. de Minas, 
Brazil.) 


Hesser, Miss Frances E. 
Lane, Rev. and Mrs. E. E. 


Uberlandia, 1932. 
(Address, es 3 E. de Minas, 


Hardie, Rev. and M Mrs Alva. 


MID-CHINA MISSION. 


Hangchow, 1867. 

(Address, re heat Che., China.) 
*Blain, Mrs. J. M 
Moffett, Miss Natalie C. 
*McMullen, Rev. and Mrs. R. J. 
“Stribling, Miss Frances. 
Wilson, Miss Annie R. V. 
Wilson, M: iss Rebecca. 

Worth, ler. and Mrs. Chas. W. 





Kashing, 1895. 


(Address, Kashing, Che., China.) 
Davis, ey. and Mrs. Lowry. 
*Hudson, Rev. and Mrs. Geo. A. 
Hudson, Rev. W. H. 

Lynch, Miss R. ye 5 
MeGinnis Rev. and Mrs. J. Y. 
Talbot, Miss Elizabeth H. 


Kiangyin, 1895. 


(Address, Kiangyin, Ku., China.) 
Allison, Rev. and Mrs. Andrew. 
Moffett, Dr. and Mrs. Alexander S. 
Moffett, Rev. and Mrs. L. I. 
Moffett, Miss Carrie L. 

Thompson, Miss Katheryne L. 
Wilcox, Mi " 

Worth, Dr. Geo. 

Worth, Miss Ruth. 


Nanking, 1920. 
(Address, Nanking, Ku, China. 


*Nickles, Miss Florence. 
Price, Rev. = Mrs. gut Ww. 
Price, Rev. and Mrs. P. F. 


Shanghai. 


(Address, 169 Yuen Ming Yuen 
Road, Shanghai, China.) 


Smith, Rev. and Mrs. H. Maxcy. 


Soochow, 1872. 


(Address, Soochow, Ku., China.) 
Grier, Miss Lucy H. (R. N.) 
Satterfield, Miss Ruby. 

Sloan, Miss Addie 
Welton, Dr. and Mrs. Felix B. 
Young, Dr. and Mrs. M. P. 


Tsinanfu, 1930. 


(Address, Tsinanfu, Sung, China.) 


Price, Dr. and Mrs. Philip B. 
*Shields, Dr. and Mrs. R. T. 


NORTH KIANGSU. 
Chinkiang, 1883. 


(Address, Chinkiang, Ku., China.) 


Dunlap, Miss Charlotte (R. N.). 
Farrior, 4 + and Mrs. 8. 
*Graham 
Paxton, Mrs. J. W. 

Smith, Rev. and Mrs. C. H. 
Woods, Dr. and Mrs. Jas. B., Jr. 


Taichow, 1908. 


(Address, egy! Ku., via Chin- 
kiang ina.) 
Farr, Miss Gene. 
*Lancaster, Rev. and Mrs. Lewis_H. 
*Matthes, Miss Hazel (R. N.). 
Mizell, Miss Marguerite. 
— "Dr. and Mrs. Robt. B. 
hardson, Rev. and Mrs. Robt. P. 


Haichow, 1908. 


(Address, Haichow, Ku., China.) 


*Currie, Rev. and Mrs. Edw. 8. 
Graham, Miss Sophie 
McLauchlin, Rev. and Mrs. W. C. 
Reed, Dr. and Mrs. John H. 
Rice, Mrs. A. D 


Suchowfau, 1896. 


(Address, Suchowfu, Ku., China.) 


Brown, Rev. and Mrs. F. A. 
Grier, Mrs. Mark B. (M. i. D). 
Hamilton, eo and 


E. H. 
McFadyen, Dr. and in "A. A. 
Sloan, Miss Mary 


Lee. 
bot, Rev. and Mrs. A. B. 
Young, Miss Lois 


Tenghsien. 


(Address, Tenghsien, Sung, China.) 
Hopkin, B mee ond] Mrs. M. A. 


Patterson, ag toe Sor tek B.C. 
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Rev. and Mrs. James R., Jr. 





Hwaianfu, 1904. 

(Address, Hwaianfu, Ku., China.) 
Montgom a d M: 
Wells: 3 Miss a ian C. sais cies 
Womeldorf, — and Mrs. G. R 
*Woods, Miss ne 
*Woods, Miss Lil 
Yates, Rev. and My Mrs. 0. F 


Sutsien, 1893. 
(Address, Sutsien, Ku., China. 
Bradley, Mrs. J. W. 
Bradley, _ Julia J. 
tieteeten iss M. M. 
Junkin, her. a and Mrs. W. F. 
McCutchan, Miss Mada I. 
*Patterson, Rev. and Mrs. C. H. 
Patterson, Dr. and Mrs. oe G. 
*Smithwick, Gladys (M. D.). 
Woods, Rev. and Mrs. E I 
Wood, Miss Margaret P. (R. 





Tsing-Kiang-pu, 1887. 
(Address, Tsing-Kiang-pu, Ku., 
China.) 


Bell, Dr. and Mrs. L. Nelson. 
, Miss Lina E. 

Craig, Rev. and Mrs. A. R. 
tGieser, Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth. 
Graham, Rev. and ane. J. R., 

or ae > 


Woods, Rev. and Mrs. J. Russell 


Yencheng, 1911. 
Bcd Yencheng, Ku., China.) 


man, Rev. and Mrs. H. T. 
Flees er, Miss Lucy. 
r, Miss Gussie. 
*Mosley, Dr. — Mrs. Kirk T. 
*Stevens, Rev. ye 
White, Rev. and Mrs. Hugh W. 


Fowning 


(Address, Fowning, Ku., via 
Chinkiang, C nina) 


Harnsberger, Rev. and Mrs. T. L. 


JAPAN MISSION. 
Kobe, 1890. 
(Address, Kobe, Japan.) 


Fulton, Rev. and Mrs. 8. P. 
Myers, Rev. and Mrs. H. W. 
Ostrom, Rev. and Mrs. H. C. 


Kochi, 1885. 
(Address, Kochi, Japan.) 
Brady, Rev. and Mrs. J. H. 


Nagoya, 1887. 

(Address, Nagoya, — 
Archibald, Miss Margare 
Buchanan, Rev. ya ym Mss. ” Percy W. 
*Buckland, Miss Ruth. 
McIlwaine, Rev. W. A. 
Spear — bey eo z 

inson, Miss Amy 

*Smythe, Rev. and Mrs. L. C. M. 


Gifu, 1917. 
(Address, Gifu, Japan. ) 
*Buchanan, Rev. and oY. C. 


Buchanan, Miss Elizabet: 
McAlpine, Rev. and Mrs. James A. 


Takamatsu, 1898. 
(Address, Takamatsu, Japan.) 
*Erickson, Rev. and Mrs. 8. M. 
Gardner, Miss Emma Eve. 
Moore, Rev. and Mrs. J. W. 
Munroe, Rev. and *Mrs. H. H. 


Marugame, 1920. 
(Address, Marugame, Japan.) 
Buchanan, Rev. and ies. W. McS. 


Currell, Miss Susan McD 
Kirtland, Miss Leila G. 
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Toyohashi, 1890. Kunsan, 1896. Seonchun, 1913. panow, Pum. bys ns 3 ¥. Cc 
‘Address, Toyohashi, Japan.) (Address, Kunsan, Chosen, Asia.) (Address, Soonchun, Chosen, Asia.) | vers: Xt. and Mrs. &. \. 
ons Rev. and Mrs. Lardner W. Bull, Rev. and Mrs. Wm. F. Biggar, Miss Meta L. ee 
" Dupuy, Miss Lavalette. Crane, Miss Janet. 
ushima, 1889 Greene, Miss Willie B. Crane, Rev. and Mrs. J. C. Morelia, 1919. 
E} Tokushima, 1669. *Hollister, Dr. and Mrs. Wm. Hewson, Miss Georgia (R. N.). (Address, Morelia, Michoacan, 
— (Address, Tokushima, Japan.) Vail, Rev. and Mrs. Jno. B. entity why LP Mexico. 
bie Bryan, Rev. and Mrs. + - Rogers, Dr. and Mrs. J, Mol. poppedge, D ame a L. J. 
:, Hassell, Rev. and Mrs. A. F. Kwangju, 1904. Unger, Rev. and Mrs. J. K. we: ; p i 
Logan, Rev. and Mrs. C. A. Wilkins, Mise Auri Southerland, Miss Pattye (R. N.). 
Lumpkin, Miss Estelle. (Address, Kwangju, Chosen, Asia.) *Wilson ‘Dr. and Mrs. R. M. 
*Bell, Mrs. Eugene. ; Laredo, T 
Okasaki, 1890. Brand, Dr. and Mrs. Louis C. Seoul (Union Work). nae 
(Address, Okasaki, Japan.) eo 4 Lines ” Clark, Rev. aad Mrs. W. M. (Christian 
hina. Crawford, Rev. and Mrs. Vernon A. sLevie, Dr. and Mrs. J. K. *+Swinehart, Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Chilpancingo, 1921. 
‘McQueen, Miss Anna. (Add: Chil i G 
Newland, Rev. and Mrs. L. T.. reas, Chilpancingo, Guerrero, 
Peisier. Re 4 Mes. 3.1 Pyengyang (Union Work). exico.) 
KOREAN MISSION. *Pritche, Mise | 0S re *p k M d M W P M : : 
hard, Miss t (R. N.). arker, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. P. McClelland, Miss Alice J. 
; Chunju, 1896. Root, Miss Florence E. Reynolds, Rev. and Mrs. W. D. Pearce, Mr. and Mrs. Frank M., Jr. 
nL (Address, Chunju, Chosen, Asia.) Talmage, Rev. and Mrs. J. V. N. site Sheibs: ly Ae . = y 
‘man G Austin, Miss Lilien. ae ann tien nw dle py ‘ : 
| ‘Boggs, Dr. and Mrs. Lloyd K. » 1899. ates Co: 
A. and Mia. Bi. T.. : yoacan (Union Work), 1931. 
ND ls, Mize Susanne * cute, Mokpo, Chosen, Asia. Aer Deen, Betas do (Addrees, Coyoacan, D. F. Mexico.) 
ine, Mi 6 umming, Kev. an Ts. ° : . *Ross, e . W. A, 
7, eae, ikiae B. CR. a 2. ‘ Somaninn, Bev. and Mrs. D. Jas. Gray, Miss Katherine C. re as SF 
inton, Rev. rs. Wm. A. oO , Rev. an . Joseph. 
a, Ku., eOelshen. ier. and Mrs. L. O. Honeak, Miss Margaret. . Zitacuaro, 1919. Patzcuaro, 1931. 
Swicord, Rev. and Mrs. D. A. McMurphy, Miss Ada. (Address, Zitacuaro, Michoacan, (Address, Patzcuaro, Michoacan, 
a Winn, Rev. S. D. Martin, Julia. Mexico.) Mexico.) 
Winn, Miss Emily. Nisbet, Rev. and Mrs. J. 8. Beaty, Miss Lettie. *Ross, Rev. and Mrs. H. L. 
th. 
R., Sr. “ ieee, 
ite name indicates on fur! se Co: ial ) ts each for the first 10 less, and 1 t 
N oposite name indicates Associate Worker. for each t additional ouneea of traction of 2 ounces. Er ee ae ae 
z ). POSTAL RATES Registration fee, consult local post office. 
Sr. . . ‘ 
Letters addressed to Africa, China, England, Japan, and Chosen require 
woe hcents for the first ounce, or fraction of an ounce, and 3 cents for each additional PARCEL POST 
ounce, or fraction of an ounce. ‘ For Africa, China, Japan, Korea and Mexico, address to station direct. 
Letters addressed to Cuba, Brasil or Mexico bject to the same For Brazil we do not advise th f parcel post. 
China.) rates and conditions which would apply to them if t ney wore addreased for eee Eset Relate ta teen wei 4 gE and require- 
[. T. delivery in the United States. ; ments of Declaration for Custom Duties, all of which appear in the latest Postage 
nee yt cents each for single and 4 cents each for double cards to China, Guide. 
r. japan, Korea, Africa; 2 cents to Mexico and Brazil. 
Ww. 
iat How We Spend Your Dollar toward us, as He pleads with us in His sweet voice 
= “ : 
fa (Continued from page 674) rele, 2 I gave, I gave my life for thee. What hast 
thou given for me! 
service of his Master; and the way my only boy is —_— Dare we fail Him who has never failed us? No. 
n.) serving in the mountains. I have very little left, but But instead as we, the workers in the field, are re- 
want to have a share in this great demonstration of consecrating ourselves anew to this unfinished task, 
- love and loyalty. She then removed her worn wed- please, furnish this most promising work among the 
ne band and earrings and placed them on the new Americans in our midst a much-needed build- 
= i — the altar. This is the spirit that will save ing, and heed, with renewed zeal, the new Mace- 
e day and win the world to Christ. donian cry: “Come, and stay a little longer with us.” 
pan.) What would happen if your dollar were denied? 
rerey W. _Not very long ago someone asked me the ques- Harmful Fears 
tion: Would your work die if our gifts were with- (Consliidd Sie-niler te) 
ae held? My answer was a most emphatic, No. Our Sigh y 
- work would suffer greatly, to be sure, but it would available, the most practical aid is to teach them to 
i not die. First, because I am convinced that this is climb properly. This gives the mother more confi- 
WC. God’s work and cannot die. Secondly, it costs our dence and teaches the child sane caution rather than 
ames A. people too many sacrifices in becoming Christians to fear. As one mother said, “They are going to climb 
make them give up so easily. And, in the third place, whether I like it or not. I can’t always be with them, 
lapan.) I feel that our friends will not deny us their gifts, so I teach them to test all tree limbs before venturing 
M. because there are precious souls at stake, the eyes of out, and to examine all ladders carefully. They must 
HL. all the denominations working among our people learn to climb,” she continued, “and there is no 
here and abroad are focused on our Institute, which reason why any bones should be broken, but even 
= is held in high esteem by all; and, what is more im- if this should happen, I would rather have it happen 
W. MoS. portant, the eyes of our Saviour are tenderly turned now than later in life.” 
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Youth Today 


(Continued from page 684) 


in every respect an integral part of the Church. We 
think of our young people as they study, worship, 
engage in vesper, recreational, and service activities 
as the Young-People-of-the-Church. Wherever pos- 
sible our Young People’s Staff recommends a unified 
plan of organization as an aid toward a unified 
program. 

4. We are making a sincere effort to train leaders 
for our own Church. Leadership Training is increas- 
ingly occupying the attention of our adult and youth 
leaders as they promote the work in the seventeen 
synods of our Church. With a program based upon 
“Our Church Program,” our young people are being 
instructed in the great objectives of the Church and 
are being trained to take their places as leaders in 
local churches and in presbytery and synod leagues. 
Through such active participation now, these young 
people in later years will be prepared to assume 
larger responsibilities in the Church. 

5. We are trying to present Jesus Christ to our 
young people as the Hope of the world and as the 
Living Leader Who is able to guide youth as they 
come to grips with real problems in our contem- 
porary scene. Our young people are not facing 
imaginary but actual problems. They need help. 
Our youth program attempts to relate every area of 
human experience to the Living Christ. In fellow- 
ship with Him, youth finds that there are no impos- 
sible personal problems nor hopeless existing social 
conditions. 





Christian Youth at Work 


(Continued from page 691) 


of sex. (3) In choosing companions, there should 
be an appreciation of the moral standards of our 
friends; there should be a similarity of interests. Some 
of the important factors in courtship are decency, 
fairness, and truthfulness. (4) There should be a 
definite understanding regarding the administration 
of the home before marriage, and an attitude of part- 
nership with regard to religious, economic, domestic, 
and sex adjustments.” 


Developing a Christian Type of Patriotism 

“How can youth bring about a Christian type of 
patriotism? (1) We must take pains to have the 
‘facts in any situation involving patriotism before we 
take our stand. (2) Youth must place high moral 
principles before traditions and conventions. When 
the truth and traditions clash, one must be man 
enough to stand for truth. When custom and a 
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moral principle differ, youth must act on principle. 
(3) We must perpetuate the memories of persons 
who gave their lives for the advancement of peace, 
science, education, and religion. (4) We must ally 
ourselves with organizations that foster a Christian 
type of patriotism. (5) Youth should cultivate inter- 
racial friendships. (6) A Christian type of patriotism 


should be a plank in the platform of every youth’s 
life.” Nar 





Data Concerning Additions 
(Continued from page 699) 


TABLE No. Ill 


Percentage of Additions 


Synod on Confession of Faith 
Alabama (14) 3.03 
Appalachia (3) 4.94 
Arkansas (7) 3-73 
Florida (4) 4.02 
Georgia (15) 2.98 
Kentucky (17) 2.75 
Louisiana (8) 3.54 
Mississippi (13) 3.17 
Missouri (11) 3.29 
North Carolina (9) 3-47 
Oklahoma (2) 5.96 
Snedecor Memorial (1) 8.37 
South Carolina (12) 3.19 
Tennessee (16) 2.82 
Texas (6) 3.91 
Virginia (10) 3.31 
W. Virginia (5) 3-98 

Assembly 3-53 





Prayers for Life 


I thank Thee, my God, for the hour that I have 
just passed in Thy presence. Thy will was clear to 
me; I measured my faults, counted my griefs, and 
felt Thy goodness toward me. I realized my own 
nothingness. Thou gavest me peace. In bitterness 
there is sweetness; in affliction, joy; in submission, 
strength; in the God who punishes, the God who 
loves. 

—Amiel’s Journal. 
* * * 

Lord we pray not for tranquility, nor that our 
tribulations may cease; we pray for Thy Spirit and 
Thy love, that Thou grant us strength and grace to 
overcome adversity; through Jesus Christ. 
—GIROLAMO Savonaro a, A. D. 1481. 





